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PREFACE. 



' I ^O thofe, who can feci interefted in the 
rambles of an Englifhman, who can 
furvey with pleafure a fimple delineation of 
British fcenery, the following pages arc re- 
fpedfully addrcfled. The emanations of 
fancy, the fportive ebullitions of inventive 
genius, beam not through the thin texture 
which is here interwoven from the mate- 
rials of a fummer excurfion. The impulfe 
of the moment, and the impreflions which 
are conveyed by the contemplation of new 
objedts, diftated, for the moft part, thofe 
hafty (ketches, which the reader will find fo 

b loofely 



t PREFACE. 

loofcly thrown together. The author hai, 
however, no apology to make for his teme- 
rity. Confcious of his numerous imperfec- 
tions, he deprecates cenfure without court- 
ing applaufe ; and will feel himfelf more 
than fatisfied if he fucceeds in diffipating 
the tedium of a winter's evening. 

The defire of introducing any fiirther re- 
marks with regard to the tenor of this work 
will be fupprefled. Authors are ever lo- 
quacious; but the adventurer, who now 
intrudes upon the public, wiflies not to be 
confidered either as averting, or anticipating 
die harfhnefs of criticiiin. 
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From London to 

PORTSMOUTH* 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

COWES, NEWPORT, STEEPHILL 

SOUTHAMPTON t 

RUMSEY 

salisbury, x wilton 
st6nehenge$ 



* PortlinoUthi fo called from its fituatiod at the ihoutli 
of a bay. 

\ Souihamptony anciently called Hankm from its fitua* 
tioti upon the bay of AalAon (the old name of the river 
Teft) and now called South-HarUon or Hampton^ to diffin-* 
guifh it from Northamftoru 



X Salifbury, anciently called Sarum. 

^ StonehengCy purely Saxon, fignifyitig hanging ftohes or 
^^one gallows. The ancient Britons called it Chmr-gawTt or 
the gnat church or cathedral. The monks latinized CAocr- 
gaur into Chorea pgantwH. 
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Dorsetshire. BLANDFORD 

DORCHESTER 

WEyMOUTH,ISLEOF PORTLAND 

BRIDPORT 
DEVONSHIRE. AXMINSTER 

HONITON 
EXETER t 

CHUDLEIGH 
ASHBURTON 
IVY BRIDGE 
PLYMOUTH t 
DOCK 
CORNWALL. SALTASH § 



J Axminfter derives its name partly from its fituation 
on the river Axe, and partly from a mtn/2er efbblifhed there 
by King Athelftan for fcven priefts to pray for the depart- 
ed fouls of thofe who were killed in his army and buried 
there, when he defeated the Danes in a bloody battle fought 
in a field in this neighbourhood, which is ilill called A7n^*j 
FieU. 

* Exeter, a contracSlion of Exctfier^ which fignifies a 
cqftle on the Ejc. 

+ Plymouth, fo called from its fituation upon a fmall 
river called the Plynu 

J Saltafh, a corruption oiSalteJfe, The town was origi- 
nally called VilU it Effe, or Effe's town ; l^e being the name 
of feveral families to this day. 
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CORNWALL. LESKARD 

LESTWITHIEL* 
ST. AUSTLB 
ORAMPOUNDf 
TRURO* 
tENRYNj 
FALMOUTH || 
HELSTON cr 



• Leftwithiel, from the Cornifh word LoftwithiaU which 
fignifics a lion's tail. The Earl of this province bore a lion 
for his arms, and theftrength of the lion being fuppofed to 
confift principally in his tail, and this town being anciently 
the Earl's place of refidence, where his exchequer was kept 
and the afiairs of his government tranfa(5led — It is fup- 
pofed from thefe circumfhances to have been called 7%f 
Uon^s tail, or LoJtaitKaU 

+ Grampound, or Gramporu, from Grand Pont, Great 
Bridge, fo called from its bridge over the Fal. 

t Truro, from the Cornifh word Tntra, which fignifies 
three Jlreets, 

§ Penryn, fo called from its fit'uation on a woody hill, 
Venryn fignifying a curled head. 

II Falmouth, fo called from its fituation at the mouth of 
the river FaL 

f Helltoni or HtVs Town, a town on the river Heh 



sd?. 1.0UTS Of THK Tout* 

CORNWALL. MARKET-JEW* 

PENZANCE^ land's END t 

REDRUTH 

8T. MICHAEL t 

BODMIN 

launcestonS 

DEVONSHIRE. LIFTON 

OAKHAMPTONII 
HATHERLY 



* Market-JeW| or Markd-JUf fo called from its market 
day, Thurfdayi Jtr jomst which in the Comifli language 
hjetu 

+ t^enzance is fuppofed to have been Ten-fainit^ Scants- 
Readf the arms of the town being the baptift*8 head in at 
charger ; but it feems more probable that it was originally 
either Pen*s Sandsf the Head of the SandSf or Pm-SavaSf the 
head of the channeL 

t St. Michael is fuppofed to have been originally Mo- 
iiJboUf and to have been fainted by a vulgar error after 
it was corrupted to Michael. 

$ Launcefton was called Llanftt^hadorif the ckUrch of St^ 
Steifherif and of this name Lamcefton is a corrupt con- 
tradlion. 

II Oakhamptoni or OcJmtgtont io called from its fituation 
on the river Oke* 
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DivoNSHiRE. TOPRINGTON* 

BARNSTAPLE |. 
SOUTH MOLTON 
BAMPTON t 
TIVERTON J 

SOMERSETSHIRE. WELLINGTON 

TAUNTON II 
BRIDGEWATER If 



* Torrington, origmally Touridge Towrif fo called from 
its fituation on the river 7owidge. 

•|* Barndaple, is a word compounded of the Britifh word 
Bart which iignifies the mouth of a river ^ and the Saxon word 
ftflfle^ which denotes a mcart of trade. 

X Bampton, or Bamton^ a corruption of Bathampton, 

5 Tiverton, or Tvoyford Towrif from its fituation near 
two fords which were formerly at this place, one over the 
£;c, and the other over a fmall river called the Loman. 
where there are now two (lone bridges. 

U Taunton is fo called by a corruption of the original 
name ThorU'Townf or Tone-Town^ which is derived from its 
fituation upon the banks of the river Thone, or Tone, 

'^ Bridgewater appears to be a corruption of Brugge 
Walter^ i. e. IValter^s Borough^ a name by which this place 
was called ibon after the conqueft. 
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llandaffJ 
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• Briftol derives its prcfent name from the ancient Saaon 
name Bpighrojii which fignifies a famous or celebratecl 
place* 

i* Newport had this name m refped to the old port| 
Caerleony out of whofe ruins it arofe. 

X Cardiff, or Cani^, " A city on the Taffi* fo called 
from its fituation on the river Taff. 

S Llandaff derives its name from its fituationi the word 
Iiflni<# fignifying « a church on the river Toff." • 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. SWANSEA* 

NEATH II 
LLWGHOR 

CAERMARTHENSHIRB. LLANELTHY 

kidwelly 
caermarthenI 

FEMBROKESHIRE. NARBARTH 

TENBY 
PEMBROKE f 
MILFORD HAVEN 
HUBBERSTON 
HAVERFORDWEST 



* Swanfea, or Swrni-Seaf receives its name from the 
Forpoifes or Sea-Hogs, which are found here in great num* 
bers* 

II Neath is fo called by a variation of the Britilh name 

AW*. 

t Caermathen, or Carmarikenf or Caermarikmt is b cal« 
led from the Welih name C^er'VyrHun* 

^ PembroLey or Penbrohf derives its name firoiii the 
ancient britiih word PtuvrOf a cape or promontory. 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. CARDIGAN* 

LLANARTH 

LLANRUSTED 

ABERYSTWYTH F 

TALYPONT 
MONTGOMERYSHIRE. MACHYNLETH 
MERIONETHSHIRE. MALWYDD 

DOLGELLY 
TAN-Y-BWLCH 
PONT-ABER-GLASSLYN II 
BEDDKELERT 
CARNARVONSHIRE. CARNARVON t 

BANGOR t 



* This place is from its fituation called Aber^Tavyt the 
mouth of the Teivy ; the derivation of the word Cardigan 
is not known. 

F Aberyftwyth, or Aher tftwytht i. €• " tk Moath of the 
rjtwythr 

II Pont-aber-glafslyn, i. e. the DemVs bridge. 

^ + Carnarvon fignifies the Town or Fort of Arvorif or 
Arvoma^ a name by which this country was anciently c&lled 
from its fituation oppofite to the Ifland of Anglefea. 

. % Bangor, or Banchor^ retains its ancient BritiQi namei 
which fignifies /' a beautiful qtdte*** . 
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CARNARVONSHIRE. BANGOR FERRY 
ISLE OF ANCLESEA. QWINDEE — PARIS MOUNT. 

HOLYHEAD 

IRELAND. OUBLIN.--^THE DARGLE. 

LORD POWERSCOURT's 
PARK, &C; 

ISLE OF ANCLESEA. HOLYHEAD 

GWINDEE 

BANGOR FERRY 
CARNARVONSHIRE. ABER-CONWAY J 
DENBIGHSHIRE. ABERGELY 
FLINTSHIRE. ST. ASAPH • 

HOLYWELL 
FLINT 
CHESHIRE. PARK-QATE 

LANCASHIRE. LIVERPOOL ^ 



$ Aber-Conway preferves its ancient name fignifying 
** the Mouth of the Conway.*^ 

* St. Aiaph derives its name from fi. Aft^h^ its patron 
faint, who was the fecond Biibop of the fee. It is called by 
the WeUh LhaarEJtmy from iu fituation at the influx of the 
River £lwy into the Clwyd. 

t Liverpool— >Leo<7;^/9 UutrpooU or Urpoclt was by the 
Saxons called Lijieppoley as it is fuppofed* from the waters 
of the Merfey fpreading tbem&lvcibere likea pool or fen. 



Eotrrf oir rut Towr, 

LANCASHIRE. PRESCOl*' 

WARRINGTON 
CHESHIRE. NORTHWICH 

HOLM-CHAPSL 
BRUERTOM 

bTAFFORDSHIRE. TALK 

NEWCASTLE UNDER LINE t 
LITCHFIELD f] 



{ Newcaftle under Line was firft called Newcq/tle from 
a caftle, now in ruins, built here in the reign of Henry the 
Third, and by way of dilHndlion. from an older eaftic 
which flood at Cheftertowny a village in the neighbour- 
hood. It was afterwards called ** Niwcafik under UrUf or 
Ltmf, from its (ituation upon the eaft (ide of a branch of the 
Trent, called the Lu^f or Lime^ and to difUnguifb it from 
Newcq^U upm TaUf in the county of Northumberland. 

II Litchfield is by fome thought to be a c o rr upti on of 
IjgijfWif, fnandeat Britifb WCMrd hgnifying dead carcages, 
but by the generality it is faid to be fo caUed from Uchen* 
JlMf lAchm in Saxon fignifying a dead hody^ and it is thus 
ihiJkU rf dead bodkf^ Thofe, who adopt the Conner opi- 
iHon» found their aflertiooe upoo a great daughter of 
Cliriffiaiv, which they £iy took place here in the perfecu^ 
tio0 under the Emperor Dioclcfian. On the other hand, 
thft advocata for the Saxon etymology of the word IMchfeld 
fay,, that this name was given it in memory of a dreadful 
maffiicre of an army of Chriftiansi who foHgkt at Litchfield 

igainft 
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againft Ofwius king of Northumberland, upon the firft in- 
trodudion of Chriflianity. And they moreover add that 
OfwiuSy after his converiion to Chri(lianity» in repentance 
for liaviog been the caufe of fo great a (laughter firfl found* 
ed the Cathedral of Litchfield. 

f Woodftock derives its name immediately from the 
Saxon Wubejrcoc which (ignifies a woody place. 

* Oxford was by the Saxons called OxcQ'yoj\^f a name 
generally fuppofed to have been derived from zfordf or 
faffmtjcr oxerif over the river Thames at this place. The 
Cities of Bofphorusy upon the Lake Moeotis In Greece, and 
Ochenfurt, upon the River Odur in Germany, derive their 
names from the fame origin, each fignifyingfl/oriybr ftr«f. 
The Welfh name for this place is Rhid-Ychen, which aUb 
figoifies a ford for oxerif and the city arms are an ox 
faffing a ford ; yet fome have thought that the ancient 
name of this city was Ousfm-d, a ford over the Ous, a name 
h)^ which the River Thames, by the Latins called liis, ap* 
pears to have been known . Here and there are fonnc iflands 
formed by the river at this place, which are ftill called the 
Qfmy, or Oufn*y ffhnis. 
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FIRST. 



IT is not the cfFedl of a particular ipe- 
cies of diet, nor the impreflions made 
by a fickle climate upon the difpofition of 
Englifhmen, that caufe thofe phleg- 
Oiatic vapours, and that depreflion of 
fpirits, which are fo juftly become the 

chara£teriftic of a whole nation . From what 
Iburce then does this evil originate ? 

evidently from a relaxation of the mental 

powers, indulged to an excefs. Air, exer- 

B cife. 
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cife, and even literary refourccs, without a 
certain degree of novelty, fail in their eiFedt. 
A variety of new^ objefts, and a total change 
in the fcenery around us, operate, in a de- 
lightful manner, upon the fpirits and the 
health. The faculties of the mind, when 
abforbed in the fpeculation of the future, or 
too much engroiTed in the contemplation 
of the pafl, become a prey to indolence 
and fpleen, the very parents of fuicide. 

' Our continental neighbours are thofe, to 

whom we are indebted for every exaggera* 
tion of our natural infirmity. They arc 
reprefented of a livelier turn, and of a dif-* 
pofition happily indifferent to all the feri- 
ous occurrences of life. And to what is 
this owing? to that love of novelty, that 
avidity, which ever marks the tenor of 
a Frenchman's temper, in the purfuit of 
fomething new. There does not exift a 
people more eager for the r) xoum than thefe 
fons of gaiety ; and I am much miflaken, 
if that fpirit of liberty, which has fo lately 
agitated the very bowels of their coniH- 

tution. 
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tuticxi, and which, they tell you, has tram- 
pled upon the iniignia of defpotifm, had 
not for its primum Mobile^ a meaner con- 
sideration than the fubverfion of a mighty 
empire. 

It is laid of the great Brown, who ren^ 
dered himfelf ib famous for his capacity 
in the arrangement of ground, that hfs firft 
coniideration in drawing out a plan, was, to 
make a change. Thus, fo long as the eftate 
he Hndertook to improve was made differ- 
ent ffX)m what it was before, it was fure to 
be admired. And this is the cafe with our 
neighbours the French. They have thrown 
down the pillars of their ancient buildings, 
they have removed the avenues which led 
to them, and have endeavoured to give every 
thing a new appearance. They have de- 
mdiifhed every veflige of a place, which was 
grown fo old fafhioned, and venerable from 
its an^quity, and they have prefented to the 
world a fcene, cut, and decorated, according 
to a new mode, and open to every wind 
that blows* 

B 2 So 
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So much has been efFedled by the fafci- 
nating charms of novelty^ and fuch is 
the mighty inftance of its power ! if any 
part of that miferable multitude, who la- 
bour under the heavy oppreflion of dcfpon- 
dency, and whom we fee daily falling vic- 
tims to the influence of fpleen, were to 
model the fyftem of their condud upon the 
bafis of a Frenchman's felicity — we ihould 
nolr ji^ .thus fligmatized for that violent 
penchant which we are faid to poffeis, of 
cutting our own throats. It is torpid inac- 
tivity alone that Englifhmen fhould dread. 
The purfuit of novelty, and a frequent 
change of fituation, by afl^brding a full fcope 
for variety, would entirely annihilate the 
hydra, and extirpate all the powers of ennui. 
It is for this reafon, that travelling has fuch 
a delightful eflfeft, in elevating the Ipirits, and 
bracing the nerves. The mind conftantly 
employed in beholding a fucceflion of new 
objcdls, receives a vigour from the tafk, 
which, in a full current, flows diredly to 
the heart. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe fentiments> and thefe refle<3ions> 
took up my attention one fine morning in 
the month of May, as I was preparing to 
make a fmmncr excurfion with a fiiend. 
We had paffed the winter in a folitary re- 
tirement, among the woodlands in the 
Weald of Kent, and looked forward to the 
period we had fixed upon^ for the com- 
mencement of our tour, with all that impa- 
tience, which thofe feel, in confinement, 
who contemplate the profpedt of approach- 
ing liberty. 

Our little fyftem for travelling being 
properly arranged, and every thing in rea- 
dindK, we left the metropolis, and direded 
oiffC^iiffe tdwards Portfinouth; intending to 
traverfe the fouth of England, and after- 
wards inveftigate that remote corner of our 
ifland, which prefents fuch bold and fuperb 
fcenes, among the Welch Mountains. 

The 



6 Your tmiouch the 

The road to Portfmouth exhibits no- 
thing particularly remarkable. Noblemen's 
feats/ fcattered up and down, ferve to 
adorn that barrennefs of country, which 
feems often predominant, and would other- 
wife weary the attention. Faffing over a 
dreary heath, about feven miles beyond 
Godalmin, we gained the fummit of a hill, 
which commands a moft fullen profpedt 
of the country around. On the right, -a 
barren, inhofpitable valley, which, from its 
lingular form, has been ftyled " ^6e Devits 
punch bowly^ prefents its unfertile features : 
the road pafTes clofe to its fides, and in this 
ipot, a moniunent has been ereAed as a me-> 
tnorial of a murder committed there, on the 
body of an unknown failor, with this 
motto, '* Whojo committetb man's blood, fy 
many JhaJl bis blood be Jhed P' the perpetra- 
tors of this crime are fuipended in chains, 
upon a gibbet near the place ; upcm the 
whole, the fimplicity of the monument, the 
gibbet, with its chains, and the trijle et 
fombre appearance of the country which 

3 furrounds 



SOUTH or fHG.LAND^ &C. 7 

furrounds it on all fides, form a ictnft of 
a terrific nature. We reached 

PORTSMOUTH 

about feven in the evening, and walked to 
the parade — to hear with what eafe, and 
indifference, fbme wretched military mufi- 
cians, could convert harmony to difcord. 

Portfinouth may, without impropriety, 
be called the key of England. Its noble 
haven, capable of containing a thoufand fail 
of the line ; its extenfive fortifications, ar- 
ranged and executed by engineers of the 
firfl ability ; the number of its inhabitants, 
its dock-yards, its wonderfiil importance to 
Great-Britain, render it the admiration of 
Europe. The entrance to the harbour 
does not exceed, in breadth, that of the 
Thames at Weflminfter Bridge, a cir- 
cumftance, which forms a confiderable ad- 
dition to its flrength. There is alfo fuch 
plenty of water within it, that a * firfl 
rate man of war may always float in 
ikfety, and moreover ride fecure from every 

wind 
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wind that blows. The mouth of the har« 
hour is defended by a fort, called South Sea 
Caftle, eredted by Henry VIII. and fitua- 
ted about a mile and a half fbuth of the 
town. This caftle is fortified with a double 
moat, palliiadoes> ravelins, and a counter- 
fcarp, from which there are feveral advan* 
ced works, to cover the fort againfl the 
approach of an enemy. There is alfb on 
the fame fide a large platform, on which 
are placed pieces of ordnance ; and on the 
oppofite fide, next Gofport, there is ano- 
ther platform, of twenty great guns, nearly 
level with the water. 

One great convenience with refpedl to 
the harbour at Portfmouth, is the fiife and 
fpacious road of Spithead. It is defended 
from all the winds that blow from the 
wefl to the fouth eafl, by the high lands of 
the Ifle of Wight ; and from the winds of 
the oppofite quarter, by the main land of 
Hampfhire. The bottom is perfectly 
found and good, and the flux and reflux of 

the 
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:he Tea repairs all the injuries done by the 
inchors. 

This wonderful rendezvous of the roy^ 
ruvy, fortified on all fides, is a ftriking 
proof of the opulence and induftry of En* 
^liihmen. An extenfive fofife is filled in 
lialf an hour with water, eight feet deep. 
SVithin the fofTe rifes a wall 1 5 feet per- 
pendicular, on which is a double parapet^ 
regularly flanked with baftions and cur- 
tains, having alfo a glacis and covered way« 
Thcfc works are carried round the dock 
^ds, fo that the magazine of ftores, arms 
and ammunition, defies every attack of an 
enemy. 

The dock yard contains fuch an aftonifh- 
ing quantity of every article neceflTary for the 
royal navy, and is placed in a ftyle of 
fuch uncommon regularity, that it exceeds 
imagination. There are feldom lefs than 
a thoufand men employed within its walls, 
and ibmetimes double that number. Thefe, 
in time of war, are all difciplined, and form- 
ed into a regiment, under the command of 

C the 
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the Commiffioner, who is Colonel; the 
Mafter Builder, Lieutenant Colonel, and 
the Clerk of the Cheque, Major ; the Sub- 
alterns being chofen from among the other 
officers. The dock, and other yards, now 
referable a town, and raay be faid to form a 
corporation, there being large rows of dwel- 
lings, built at the public expence, for all the 
officers, who are obliged to refide on the 
ipot. The rope-houfe, where the cables, 
&c. are made, is 870 feet long, and fome 
of the cables are fo large, that it requires 
above 80 men to work them. The labour 
is fo exceffive, that they can only continue 
it for four hours in the day. From one end 
of this remarkable room, it is not eafy to 
difcern the pigmies working at the other. 
In this place, that noted incendiary, 
"Jack the Painter y laid his fyftem of com- 
buftibles, which is the more remark- 
able, as at leaft 1 00 men were conftantly 
employed around him. The fmith's fhop 
is a curious fpedtacle, and reminds one of 
Vulcan's laboratory, where we find a 
trio, performed by the Cyclops, upon the an- 



SOUTH or BN6LANO9 &C« II 

vil, in every corner. Among other things 
here> they fhew you a fledge hammer, which 
the king uied in this place, and beg of you 
to pay two-pence, and ftrike a blow with 
bis Majefty's hammer. The tarring of the 
hemp is a mofl curious operation, being 
performed by horfes ; but it is impdflible to 
convey upon paper, any idea adequate to 
the appearance of thefe immenfe magazines, 
where fhips are lifted in their docks, like 
infants in their cradles, and the moft fhi- 
pendous works conducted with all that eafe, 
and ingenuity, fo peculiar to the inhabitants 
of this country, in the fuperior excellence 
of their naval armaments. 

Being favoured with a letter of recom- 
mendation from Admiral L G ■ , to 

the Commiflioner of the yards, we had a 
fortimate opportunity of examining the 
wonders of this immenfe place. I have 
been more minute in my defcription of it, 
and the refpeftive fortifications of the town, 
than perhaps there was any occafion for, j&om 
one, who feeks merely to gratify the curio- 

C 2 fity 



Ift TOUft THROUGH THE 

fity, or patience, of his readers. But when 
I Gonfidered the amazing importance of the 
place, not to the nation, or its allies, but to 
my prefcnt publication, and its readers, as 
being almoft the firft objeft noticed in my 
tour, I deemed it both expedient and proper, 
to adopt the mode of many a good fcribbler 
before me, namely, to glofs over the open- 
ing of my work, with an appearance of 
iagacity, precifion and exa£biefs. 

But, gentle reader, whoever thou art, 
whether prelate, or peer, failor, or foldier, 
critic, or Conuniffioner of his Majefly's 
dock yards, refledt, that as yet we have 
travelled together but a fhort fpace — ^beam 
not, fo early, the fuUen clouds of difcontent 
upon thefe traces of my pen — confider me 
as one employed folely to give thee amufe- 
ment — ^view thefe pages with candour, and 
I promife thee, as we fojoum together in 
future, I will not again interlard them 
with mufty defcriptions of ravelins and 
counter/craps 9 nor pillage the works of my 

forefathers 
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£)refathers» for delineations of ^^ double pa-* 
ri^s^ flanked with baftions and curtains.'^ 

From the dock yards we went with a 
fimilar letter of recommendation to Capt. 

P , of the Formidable. The whole 

fleet was at that time riding at Spithead, 
and to thofe who are unacquainted with 
naval exhibitions, no fpeflacle can be more 
ftriking. Upon our arrival on board, we 
underftood that the Captain was on ihore^ 
but one of the Lieutenants condudted U€ 
over every part of the (hip. And here I 
can but mention, with fincere and grateful 
pleafure, that uncommon politenefs and at* 
tention which the officers of our navy (hew 
to thofe fbangers who go on board. The 
midfliipmen feem to have a miferable birth^ 
being confined in a fmall hole, without any 
light, but that proceeding from the (brry 
glimmering of a tallow candle, and with 
juft air enough to vegetate. My com- 
panion amufeH himfelf with making com- 
pariibns between the army and the navy— 
and indeed, the appearance of the naval 

officers 
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officers in general, rather favours of the mal^ 
proprey when placed by the fide of a fpruce 
military beau. But furely, whoever con- 
fiders the amazing utility of our navy, the 
exertions of our feamen, their bravery, and 
the great hardfliips they undergo, will ne- 
ver draw the line of comparifon between a 
Britifh failor, and the generality of thofe 
effeminate, finical, puppies, who perfiime 
the parades— unlefs it be, to exalt and re- 
vere the noble charafter of the fons of 
Neptune. 

When we had finifhed our walk over 
the fhip, we were led into the wardroom, 
and introduced, to the lieutenants. Here 
our conductor preflfed us to ftay; ** Our 
tea," fays he, ^* is prepared, and if you can 
put up wdth a failor's fare, we heartily invite 
you to partake of it/' We were obliged to 
decline this kind invitation, but I could not 
leave the fliip, although as genuine a land- 
lubber as any within the found of Bow beU, 
without regretting my inability to pais a 
few hours in fuch pleafing company. 

3 We 
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We were fcarce feated in our litdc dufly, 
dirty room^ at the Crown, before our valet 
and fac-totum, Jeremy, came running in, 
with wfldeft marks of confternation in 
his phiz, to tell us, that they bad put 
bim into a room amongjlfoldiers^ and a done-- 
a^mat^ people ! This Jeremy was a country 
fellow, that had been educated to the pro« 
feflion of the comb, and ufed to attend us 
three times a week at H — , as our Ible de- 
pendance in the article of frizzing. I had 
found him to be honefl and fimple, and had 
hired him to attend us, like another la Fleur^ 
jack of all trades, yet mafler of none. He 
had never been fifty miles fi-om his own 
door, and found the bufUe of the wide 
world replete with difficulty and alarm. 
London feared him out of his wits, and 
Portfinouth did not promife to reftore them. 
The infide of a large inn, was a fcene that 
£lled him with terror and apprehenfion, and 
what with bowing to the waiters, and run- 
ing againft the cooks, he got kicked by one, 
andpuihed by the other, until able to fup- 

port 
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port it no longer^ he flew to us for fhelter 
and protection. 

Leaving Portfinouth, we embarked in a 
final! packet-boat for the 

ISLE OF WIGHT. 

The approach to this ifland is full of agrK 
mens. The country every where rifes 
from the fea, diverfified with abundance of 
wood and pafture> and feems to fmile in the 
richnefs of its fertility. It poflefles the beft 
of all the productions of England^ and ieems 
as if old Albion's genius had prefented it 
upon the bofom of the waters, as an elegant 
£unple of the beauties and bleflings of Bri« 
tain. We drank our tea at 

c o w E s, 

a finall and narrow town on the iea fhore, 
and then proceeded to 

NEWPORT, 

the capital of the iiland. I had often an- 
nexed 
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iiezed an idea of neatnefs and comfi)it to 
thjs ifle and its inhabitants^ and it gave mc 
pkafure to find that^ at leaft^ in one inftance» 
diiappcrnitment was not the confequence <^ 
a fanguine expectation. Every thing around 
me teamed with fertility, and every houie> 
and every inhabitant, wore the veftiges of 
opulence, induftry, and cleanlinefs. To 
thoie, who have been confined amidft the 
dirt of the metropolis, or the filth of Portf* 
mouthy who have fpeculated with delight 
Upon the diftant hopes of rural retirement, a 
vifit to this ifland muft be a treat indeed^ 
In Newpmt, the houfes are neither ihoW;^ 
nor magnificent, but there is a degree of 
neatnefs and fimplicity vifible in every ftreet, 
that calls to one's mind the wonderfiil 
propreti of thofe renowned villages in North 
Holland, Sardam and Brook. We flept 
in comfort at the Bugle Inn, and in the 
moming drove a light gig as fiir as 

STEEPHILL, 

Ae ibuthermoft point of the ifland. With- 
in a quarter of a mile of this fpot, we were 

D fuddenly 
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fuddenly ftruck with fuch a ftupendous 
profpedt of the fea, the cliffs, &c. as to 
excite a momentary degree of apprehenfion 
for our own fafety, at fuch an amazing 
height. The hill here becomes fb fteep„ 
that it is almoft impoflible for any vehicle 
whatever, to proceed, either up or down. 
Leaving the chaife to our guide, we alighted^ 
and walked down to a imall cottage, hanging 
in a manner peculiarly romantic from the 
fide of the clifif. (clofe to this fpot ftands Mr. 
Tollemache's elegant little villa, the views 
jfrom which are the moft wild and piduref- 
que of any in the ifland.) A neat refpeS:- 
able looking woman, brought us in a colla- 
tion of eggs, cold fowl, and brown bread— 
at the fame time making a curtfey, fhe told 
us we need not be afhamed of her little 
cottage, for that the Duke of Wirtemberg 
had, a few days before, dined in the very 
room we were in, and that if we would 
pleafe to look round, we fhould find the 
names of many very great perfbnages who 
had honoured her with a vifit. The walls 
were abfolutely black with, the number of 

thofe 
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dlofe adventurers, who having the ** Caco- 
ethes fcribendi,** to a degree oi furor ^ at- 
tempt to immortalize themfelves upon 
every waD, and every window, they come 
near. It might truly be £iid of our good 
landlacty, 

•' Tbi walls of her cell were infculptur^d around.^* 

The climate here is fo remarkably fine, 
that one may apply the fame remark' 
an ancient author does of Baise, 

Nulhis in or be locus Baits pralucet amcenis. , 

This little ipot is fo much fheltered from the 
wind and the tempefts, that myrtles grow 
ipcHitaneouily. We obferved a fig tree, 
at this early feafon of the year, abfblutely 
bending beneath the weight of its fruit. 

Returning to Newport, we pafled by the 
delightful feat of Sir Richard Woriley, 
Apledurcombe, fituated pleafantly under 
a hill. On each fide of the road, the fields 
of peafe, beans, &c. perfiuned all the air* 
Not a mile was pafled over without regret, 

D 2 and 
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and as we returned again to Newport, I 
could not help lamenting the Ihort period 
allotted for our continuance in fo delightfbl 
a ipot. 

We next vifited the ancient 

CASTLE OF CARISBROOK. 

This fortrefs was originally founded by one 
of the Saxons, who firft landed in Britain. 
At the Norman conquefl, it was confidered 
as a place of great ftrength, but in the reign 
of Henry the Firft, it was pulled down, and 
a more magnificent ftruAure erected in its 
ftead. The profpe<5l from the walls is more 
delightful than can be conceived, but what 
renders this place peculiarly remarkable, is, 
that not thirteen months previous to the 
death of Charles the Firft, that unhappy 
monarch was confined here. Soon after his 
efcape from Hampton Court, being clofely 
purfued by his enemies, he formed the refb- 
lution of vifiting the Ifle of Wight, and ap- 
plied to Mr. Hammond, the governor, for 
protedion, in c^-der to expedite more eftec- 

tually 
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toally his paflage to France, This gentIc-> 
man having married a daughter of the iUuf^ 
trious Hampden^ and being beiides a finceie 
friend to CromweU, ient knmediajte notice 
to Parliamenty and received orders to keep 
the icing a clofe prifoner, without fuffering 
htm to be feen by any of his fiiends. The 
ctrcumilances fubfequent to his confine* 
menu we too well known to require any 
iUuftration, but the renoarkable words 
of the king, upon finding himfelf be* 
tzayed* and a prifoner, are well worthy df 
notice. ** 7*Jhere are but few Jieps betweeit 
the frififu and the graves of princes r 

From Carifbrook we proceeded once 
more to Cowes^ and there hired a fmaU 
vefiiel to conduA us to 

so UT HAMP TON. 

Excepting only the Bay of Naples, and that 
x£ Dublin, the paflage fit>m Cowes, up the 
liver to Southampton, prefents the fineft 
piece of water in the world. We had, 
liowever, fuch a windy and turbulent ex- 

curfion. 
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curfion, and the fea broke over our little baf k 
with Co much violence, that I was willing 
to defcend into the cabin and take a nap. 
This I foon found was impoffible, for fome 
hofpitable foul, had fo plied our valet with 
the good things of the ifland, that he forgot 
all his fears, and made a moft terrible noife. 
Endeavouring to give the man at the helm 
a portion of our rum, his foot flipped, and 
down came poor Jeremy into the cabin, at 
the fame time, by way of an opiate, pre- 
fenting the contents of his tumbler in 
my face. After entering the mouth of the 
bay, the profpedt became exceflively fine. 
A rich country rifes on each fide, from the 
banks of an extenfive piece of water, 
and at a diftance is feen Southampton, 
with its packets, hoys, trading veflels, &c. 
riding before it. The town is handfome 
and well built ; the ftrcets are broad, and 
excellently paved, and the (hops feem to 
vie with thofe of London, in their appear* . 
ance. 

Southampton 
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Southampton is pleafantly fituated be- 
tween the rivers Teft and Itching, both of 
which arc navigable for a confidcrable way 
up the country. It is at prefent furround* 
ed by a wall, built of very hard Aone, re- 
iembling thoie little white ihells^ like 
honeycombs* that grow on the back of 
Ojrfters. It is ftUl a confiderable place, and 
during the feafbn for bathing, numbers of 
the nobility; and of the ieau monje, refort 
to it. Neverthelefs, the trade of South- 
ampton has made a great decline fince the 
beginning of the laft century. The coun- 
try around it is well cultivated, and its al- 
lurements, fuch as they are, attrad: a varie- 
ty of both iexes, in the purfuit of healthy 
pleafure, and diflipation. 

From Southampton we went towards 

SALISBURY, 

and on the road, faw the elegant feat of 
Lord Palmerfton. There are in it fomc 
fine paintings. The rooms are fmall, but 
fitted up. with great tafte. They ftiew you 
3 here 
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here a beautiful dairy of white marble. 
The veflels which contain the milky &c% 
are all of Wedgwood's ware. Hie ilrait 
roads leading to Saliibuiy^ have a moft dis- 
agreeable efiedt. I have often remarked, 
that one feels more fatigue, and the atten* 
tion becomes more wearied, by pafiing over 
one mile in a right line, than by proceed** ; 
ing double that diftance in a ferpentine 
diredion. This efFe6t is rendered &SS1 
more tedious, by an open flat country, for 
the eye taking in at one view every objed 
around, has no £>urce for variety afterwards. 

It was about fix in the evening when we 
arrived at Salifbury, and being Sunday, the 
(hops were all fhut, and every thing appear^, 
ed to difadvantage. However, as a city, it 
is but a fhabby place, and was it not fer 
the Cathedral, with the wonders of Stone- 
henge, I fhould fuppofe no one would be 
led here by motives of curiofity. The. 
flreets are ill paved, and that famous cur-% 
rent of water paffing through them, which 
the inhabitants pride themfelvea io much 

upon» 
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upon^ carries with it a very inelegant ap- 
pearance. 

r. 

: Salifbury^ fituated in a valley, about a 
mile to the fbuthward of Old Sanun, ftands 
on the confluence of three rivers, the Avon, 
the Naddcr, and the Willey. The Cathe- 
dral is one of the mofl: elegant and regular 
gothic ifaiidtures in the kingdom. At the 
time we vifited this place, it was under- 
going great alterations. Orders had been 
iiiiied that no peribn fhould be admitted to 
fee it. This was a great difappointment 
to us, as we had long fpeculated upon the 
hopes, of feeing Salifbury Cathedral. I was 
at a lofs how to adt, but thinking our befl 
method would be to make inunediate ap«- 
plication to one of the Canons, I difpatched 
Jeremy ibr that purpofe. In a fhort note, 

I ftated our fituation to Mr. K ^k, and 

that gentleman, vnth much civility, not 
only gave us his permiflion to vifit the Ca-^ 
thedral, but alfb condudted us himielf, and 
pointed out every objedt worthy our atten- 
taofl. To thofe who have vifited the cha« 

E pel 
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pd of King's .College, in Cambridge, all 
the wonders of other Gothic buildings^ 
however fuperb or different in their ftruc- 
turtf &de away. The Cathedral at Salif- 
bury is undoubtedly an aftoniihing piece of 
architefhu-e, but fo very flight in its con<« 
ftrudiion, that, the archited: feems xather 
to have confidered what he cou/dy than 
what he ought to do. A building may be 
too light, as well as too heavy, in its contour. 
It is built in the form of a lantern, with a 
fpire in the middle, having nothing but but- 
treflfes, and glafs windows on the outfide^ 
without any wall. The crois ifle is inex* 
preflibly. beautiful. From the center of 
the roof, which is one hundred and fixteen 
feet high, riies a beautiful fpire of free 
ilone, four hundred and ten feet from the 
ground, fuppofed to be the talleft in the 
kingdom. The outfide is magnificent^ and 
adorned with beautiful fimplicity and elc« 
gance. The curious old tradition, con<« 
cerning this Cathedral, which fince the 
days of Biihop Poore, its founder, from the 

3 y«w 
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year 1219, to I79i> has been delivered 
through centuries .to the prefent hour, 
ought not to be omitted. 

** As many days as id one year there be, 

** So many windows in one church we fee ; 

^ As many marble piflars there appear, 

^^ As there are hours throughout the fleeting year; 

'* Aa many gates as moons one year do view, 

** Strange tale to tell, yet not more ftrange than true.** 

The ipire, with its tower, refts iblely upcMi 
fi>ur pillars. The& have verged confident- 
bly firora their perpendicular, which has 
cau&d the people of Salifbury to ftrengthen 
them with an additional arch. It is, how* 
ever, moft probable, that the fpire has re- 
mained in its preient ftate from the time of 
its firft iettlement, and is likely to continue 
£> fer ages. Great improvements are now 
carried on within the Cathedral, condu<fted 
by the ingenuity of Mr. Wyatt ; ana thofe 
who have feen it in its former ftate, will 
hardly recognize the original, diiguiied in 
its new form. The altar piece is removed ; 
a new organ is given by the King, and a 
fine painting of the refurreftion, executed 

E 2 by 
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by an artift at Birmingham^ in ftained glafs, 
is about to be eredted in the eaft window^ 
over the altar. 

When the King came to vilGt this 
Cathedral, two intrepid fellows had feat- 
ed themfelves upon the crofs of the fpire, 
with flags in their hands. His Majefty, 
walking in the cloifters, was fuddenly 
furprifed with the old ftave of ** God fave 
great George our King!" coming, as it 
were, from the clouds. Looking up, he 
efpied thefe daring adventurers maintaining 
their flation, upon the pinnacle, in a high 
wind, with colours flying, and bellowing 
forth, " fend him vidlorious,*' in a degree 
of vehemence, that would have ftrained the 
very lungs of a Stentor. Such an unufual 
inflance of loyalty, did not fail of the defired 
eflFedt, his Majefty ordered them both to be 
rewarded. The manufadtures of this city 
are flannels, druggets, fcifl!ars, &c. 

From Salifbury we made an excurfion to 

WILTON, 

famous 
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famous for its carpet manufaftory, but being 
prefled for tinie> were unable to infpedt it. 
Our whole objedt was to procure a fight of 
the two greateft curiofities the country af- 
fords, and thefe are, Stone-henge and Wil- 
ton-houie. The latter is the feat of the 
Earl of Pembroke. It was founded on 
the ruins of a fequeflered Abbey, towards 
the end of the reign of Henry the eighth, 
but not finifhed 'till many years after. No 
expence has been fpared, no ingenuity want- 
ing, to render it the moft fuperb edifice in 
England, as well as the moft magnificent 
repofitory of ftatues, bufto's, paintings, &c. 
that any individual in this kingdom can 
fooaft of. To attempt a minute defcrip- 
tion, would not only be abfurd, but on my 
part impoffible. The catalogue has already 
fwelled to a volume, and that too, of fuch 
a fize, as would put to flight all my endea- 
vours to particularize. At the fame time, 
it may not be improper to mention a few of 
thofe antiquities, which ftruck me as being 
the moft remarkable. As we advanced be- 
fore atit facade of the houfe, our attention 

was 
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was caught by a beautiful column of white 
Egyptian granate. The fluft is of oiie 
piece, and weighs between fixty and feventy 
hundred weight. On the top, which is about 
thirty two feet from the ground, ftands a fine 
Aatue ofVenus, the fame that was eredted be* 
fore theTepiple of Venus Genetrix, by Julius 
Casiar. A Corinthian capital, and a bafe of 
white marble have been added to it ; aiKi 
fince it fell among the ruins of Rome, it 
has never been erected until it was brought 
liere. On the lower fillet of this column^ 
are five letters, which having the propef 
vowels fiippUed, make Aftartey the name 
by which Venus was worfhipped among the 
ancient eaftern nations. In one of the 
niches of the pedeftal, is an unconunoo 
fine ftatue of Venus, She is reprcfcnted as 
picking a thorn out of her foot, and it is 
really impofiible to convey an idea of the 
inimitable turn of her bodyv and the ex- 
prefSon of pain in her countenance. The 
porch leading to the veftihule, was built by 
Hans* Holbein. In a pafiage beneath the 
tower of the great gateway, is a ftatue of 

Shakefpeare 
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Shakeipeare. The attitude is the fame as 
that in Weftminfter Abbey ; the infcrip- 
tion differs, being taken from Macbeth. 

^* Life's but a walking fhadow, a poor player 
^* Tliat ftnits and frets his hour upon the ftage^ 
<* And then is heard no more.** 

The geometrical ftaircafe is beautiful, 
and is at the fame time a curioiity, it being 
the firft of the kind eredted in Britain. Of 
the paintings, I think no one equalled a 
whole length of Democritus, by Spagnolet. 
There was fomething of ill-nature and con* 
tempt, exprejGTed in his farcafHc grin, be- 
yond any thing I ever faw. Beneath a glafs 
cale in one of the rooms, is an exquiiite 
piece of fculpture. It reprelents the rape of 
the Sabines, and is executed in one entire 
block of marble. Great part of Wilton 
Houfe was built under the direftion of Inigo 
Jones. The grounds about it are remark- 
ably fine. The river Willey is formed into 
4 canal before the houfe, and over it is 
eredcd that beautiful ftrufture, the Palla- 

dian 
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dian Bridge^ which fo juftly excites the ad- 
miration of its numerous vifitants. The 
profpedls from the houie are delightful ^ 
the objedls confift of the garden, the river, 
the bridge, the water-fall, a piazza, the 
front of the ftables by Inigo Jones, a wood 
in the park upon a hill, the engine-houie 
with two ornamental fronts, the cold-bath, 
and upon it a compleat cafl of the fine fbitue 
of Antoninus at Rome, an arcade, and at a; 
diftance, rifing over the water among the 
trees, not only the fpire, but the whole weft 
front of Salifbury Cathedral, Clarendon 
Park, with the adjacent country. From 
this paltry infignificant outline, I leave the 
perufer of thefe pages to form his own opi- 
nion, as to the wonders of Wilton. I am . 
neither willing nor able to give him a bet- 
ter, and mufl beg leave to inform him, that 
the whole of my remarks were collected 
from the curfbry obfervations that could be 
made during a fhort excurfion in a fbny 
Salifbury gig. To form a jufl idea of this 
magnificent mufeum, a man mufl vifit it 
himfelf j to give any adequate defcription of 

it. 
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It, he muft be pofTeiGred of tafle, learning, 
and ingenuity. He muft be mafler of his 
own dme^ and permitted to examine it at 
his leifure. Nothing muft be reprefented 
in a hafty manner^ nothing omitted. The 
whole isjuft, regular, and great; conduced 
with fpirit, and combined with ability. 
You may conceive then, reader, what an 
undertaking a true reprefentation would 
prove. 

From Wilton we went to 

STONE-HENOE, 

and notwithftanding the rebuffs of the rain 
and the wind, had fpirit enough of the anti- 
quarian to venerate and admire this fhipen- 
dous monument of our forefathers. In the 
middle of a barren plain, where hardly a 
tree is vifible, or any veftige of human ha-» 
bitation, theie gigantic pillars of ftone pre- 
fent their aged bofoms to the aftonifhed 
fpedtator. How they could be brought 
here, and when brought, how placed in the 
regular geometrical order, in which they 

F now 
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now ftand, is miraculous. It has fuficred -f 
much from the rude hands of barbarians i 
much from length of time> and more than • 
all, from the prying fingers of curiofity, 
which has induced many to dig, and injure 
the foundation. The general opinion, with 
regard to this enormous fabric, is, that it 
was a temple built by the Druids, for the 
exercife of their religious funftions, or for 
aflxonomical obfervations. Antiquaries have 
puzzled their heads for ages, in deciding 
upon the probability of their different afler- 
tions.* They have meafured the angles of 

the 

• In a work by Inigo Jones, intitlcd, " The antijutUes (f 
Stone-hengef on Sdijbwry Vlcan^ refiored^^ publiihed after the 
death of that celebrated architedl, by Mr. John Webb^ in 
the year 1 655, after much reafonlng, and a long ferics of 
authorities, he concludes at laft, that this ancient and fiu* 
pendous pile, mud have been originally a Roman Temple 
infcribed to Cxius, the feniur of the Heathen gods, and 
built after the Tufcan order. Mr. Jones's fcheme, how* ' 
ever fupported by learning and argument, did not yet 
give a general fatisfadlion. His notion was warmly at- 
tacked by a Dr. Walter Charleton, in a Treatifc caUcd 
Chorea Gigantum^ which was publifhed in 1663, and here 
the Doctor is very pofitive, that this extraordinary menu- 
fnent was eredled by the Danes. This brought on a con* 
tiovcrfyt which left the world as much ia darkneis as ever,. 
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die trilithons, and taken the length, breadth, 
and thicknefs, of the impofts; they have 
defcrlbed, with wonderful accuracy, the 
exadt diameters of the circular ranges, and 
in fpite of the -f- tradition, which threatens 
with deftrudtion the author of fuch an un- 
dertaking, they have afcertained the precife 
number of the ftones. The fyftem of the 
ftrudhire being finally delineated, they pro- 
ceed to account for its appearance, by af- 
cribing it to the devout labours of the 
Druids. But how fliall we account for the 
methods which they purfued to raife it ? In 
a country, without a ftone quarry, where did 
they procure the ftones ? allowing, what 

F 2 ibmc 

^ The common people about Stonc-henge entertain a 
notioDy that no one could ever count the number of the 
ftones, as they now ftand; and that, (hould any one fucceed 
in this attempt, inllant death would be the confequence of 
his temerity. Sir Philip Sidney, in his fonnet of the won- 
ders of England, feems to agree in opinion with the firft 
part of this aflertion, as he fays, 

—Near Wilton fweet, huge heaps of (lone are found. 
But fo confus*d that neither any eye 
Can count them juft, nor reifon reafon try^ 
ynu% force brought them to fo unlikely ground« 



36 TOUK THKOUOH THt 

fome fuppofe, that they are a ipecies of 
Purbeck marble, by what means were they 
brought from that peninfula ? or adopting 
the opinion of others, refpedting their being 
dug at Anbury, can we fuppofe that machines 
were found in the neighbourhood of Marl- 
borough for the purpqfe of conveying 
them, conftrufted by a people totally un- 
acquainted with the mechanical powers ? 
for my part, I am a little of our valet Jere- 
my's opinion, who exclaimed upon the firft 
view of this place, that ** // mujl hdfie been 
a tedious great waggon ^ to bring fucb Jlones 
over Salijbury Plains!'* Every idea one 
forms of Stone-henge, is faint, except thofe 
we receive upon the fpot, in the contempla- 
tion of its awful chafms and flupendous 
features. It confifls of two circular, and 
two oval ranges of rough flones, having one 
common center. The outer circle con- 
tains a diameter of one hundred .and eight 
feet. In its original ftate, it confided of 
thirty upright flones, feventeen of which 
are flill ere<S, and feven more lying on 
the ground, fome whole, and others bro- 
ken. The upright flones are from eigh- 
teen 
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to twenty feet high, from fix to feven feet 
broad, and about three feet thick. Thefe are 
placed at regular diflances from each other, 
and joined at the top by imports, with ten- 
ons, fitted to mortices, for retaining them in 
due pofition. The inner circle is about 
eight feet from the outer one, and confifted 
of fijrty ftones, nineteen of which ftill re- 
main, eleven ered, and eight upon the 
ground. Between thefe two circles, is a 
walk of about three hundred feet in cir- 
cumference. During the reign of Henry 
the eighth, fome labourers dug up a tin 
plate at Stone-henge, on which feveral 
uncouth characters were engraven. Anti- 
quarians have long lamented the lofs of this 
valuable relic. The labourers, fuppofing 
it of no value, deftroyed it, and thus vaniih- 
ed the only gleam of light that ever has, 
or perhaps ever will, appear to explain the 
real origin of this remarkable fabric. For 
. a confiderable diftance round Stone-henge, 
are feen burrows of earth neatly covered 
with turf, furrounded at the fame time by a 
iiiiall fofie, and raifed into the fhape of a 
bell. Such of thefe as have been opened, 

contained 
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contained human bones, afhes, inftruments 
of war, &c. In that which Dr. Stukely 
opened, was found, among other things^ 
the jaw and collar bone of a human figure 
entire ; it was fuppofed to have been^a &• 
male, by the trinkets, &c. buried with it. 
A javelin found at the &me time induced 
this learned antiquary to fuppofc, the peribn 
buried had been a heroine, and, from other 
circumftances, that fhe was fourteen years 
of age. The trinkets confifled of a variety 
of amber and glafs beads, of different fhapes 
and colours, together with a bodkin, round 
at one end, and pointed at the other. 

From Stone-henge we returned over thofe 
dreary plains to Salifbury; and in the morn- 
ing took poft chaifes for Weymouth. In 
our way we pafled through 

BLANDFORD, 

a large populous town, fituated on the 
banks of the river Stour, and furroundcd by 
delightful meadows, and well cultivated 
fields. Alfo 

DORCHESTERf 
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DORCHESTER^ 

fsimous for health and beer; the principal 
town in Dorfetfhire, and remarkable for its 
antiquity, having been one of the winter 
ilations of the Romans, and ufed, after their 
departure from Britain, by the Saxons, who 
defended it for a coniiderable time againft the 
Danes. In the neighbourhood of Dorchef- 
ter, are feveral remains of Roman antiquity. 
Amongft others, part of a noble amphithea* 
tre, a wall which inclofes the town, a camp, 
and their highway, entering the town on 
the wefl, called Iknening Street, After 
leaving Dorcheflcr, the road gradually de- 
fcends to 

WEYMOUTH, 

the view of which, as you approach it, is 
very fine. The profped: confifts of the 
town, fituated in a low, but agreeable fpot, 
commanding at the fame time the fea, and 
a diflant view of the Ifle of Portland. 
Weymouth is a little, narrow, dirty place, 
ill-pavedt and irregularly built. The new 

3 ftreet. 
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ftreet, called the Efplanade, is well fitua* 
ted, and facing the fea^ has a handfbme ap- 
pearance. It refembles that part of Brigh- 
ton which wears the fame afped. Was it 
not for its bathing place, and the kte vifits 
of the King, few would refort to Wey- 
mouth for the pleafure it affords. It has, 
perhaps, the finefl fhore for bathing in the 
whole world. A fine clear fea, with a 
beautiful carpet of white fand gradually 
declining, invites even the mofl timid to 
the luxury of the water, 

A little to the fbuth of Weymouth, is 
the peninfula of 

PORTLAND, 

It is commonly called an ifland, but with- 
out juflice, as it is connected with the main 
land, by a large bank, or breach of fmali 
flones, thrown up at different times by the 
violence of the fea. We made an excur- 
fion over the whole of this little fpot, in 
one , of thofe jolting vehicles, fufpended 
upon fprings, but in other reipedts like a 

common 
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common cart, which are conftrudled for the 
purpoie of conveying ftrangers round the 
peninfiila. It is feven miles in ^ircum^ 
ference, and has within it feven villages. 
The ftone here, fb well known by the 
name of the place, is exceeding hard, and 
the whiteft of any in England. St. Patd's, 
the Monument, Weftmihfter-Bridge, &c. 
were built with it. The whole of ^lis 
place appeared to us like one continued rdck 
of ftone, rifing from the fea. The poor 
people of the villages brought out pewter 
difhes, ccmtaining a variety of natural curio* 
fities. They are dug in the quarries, and 
con£ft chiefly of pebbles, petrefa<^ions> 
fpiral fhells, and a fpecies of ftone, fo 
exa^y refembling fugar-candy, that ftran- 
gers are often deceived by it. We en- 
tered the immenfe quarry from which 
the flx>ne is dug. They firft feparate it 
by gun-powder, and afterwards fhape it into 
cubic blocks, of three or four tons weight. 
Thefc are moved with an uncommon de- 
gree of labour, on fledges, and drawn by 
horfes to the fea. From thence they are 

G fhippeS 
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(hipped ofF to different parts of the king* 
dom. To fee what a horfe is able to per- 
form, one fhould pay a vifit to Portland. 
It is really incredible what they are inured 
to in this place. I faw a horfe, as is often 
the cafe in the neighbourhood of the flone 
quarries, faftened behind a block of four tons, 
which he was endeavouring to fiifbdn by 
leaning back upon his haunches. If it 
was not for this precaution, the flone, in 
defcending a hill, would fbmetimes over- 
whelm both the driver and his team. The 
poor beafl was no fooner placed there, than 
he fquatted upon his hind quarters, and for 
half a mile, in proceeding down the hill, 
continued to Hide on, exerting his utmofl: 
ftrength in keeping back the load which 
the reft were drawing forwards. So great 
is the exertion ufed upon this occafion, that 
few horfes fupport it for any length of time, 
and the ufual confequence is, that the ani- 
mal founders and dies. From the quarries 
we came to the light houfes, two edifices, 
which have been ered:ed by a Hberal con- 
tribution, for the guidance of vefTels on this 

3 dangerous 



SOUTH OF INOLANDf ficC. 43 

dangerous coaft. One of thefe coft, in build- 
ingy two thoufand pounds. It riies in a 
cylindrical column of Portland ftone, to 
the height of fixty or feventy feet. At 
the top are placed a number of the patent 
lamps^ each arranged in fuch a man- 
ner^ between a refledlor and a lens» as 
to throw a powerful light to an immenie 
diftance. There is before every lamp a lens 
of glafsy con vexed outwardly, five inches and. 
a half in thicknefs, and twenty inches in 
breadth. Thefe alone coft fifty pounds each. 
The reflecftors are of copper, concave, and 
plated with filver, which has a very high 
polifh. Over the entrance, at the bottom, 
is a marble flab with this infcription. 

'* FOR THE DIRECTION AND COMFORT 

OF SSAMENj 

FOR THE BENEFIT AND SECURITY 

OP COMMERCE, 

A Iff D 

FOR A LASTING MEMORIAL 

OF BRITISH HOSPITALITY 

TO ALL NATION S9 

THIS LIGHT HOUSE WAS ERECTED^ 

G a Proceeding 
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Proceeding in our jolting machine, we 
came to a hole about five fact wide, which 
fent up a noife like ^^ the ru(hing of 
mighty waters." Here our guide ftop- 
ped, and alighting faid, •* This is Keeve's 
hole ; moft people call it a great curiofitjr." 
I approached the edge to examine it, and 
looking down, faw the Tea at a great 
diftance below me, dafliing and foam- 
ing over huge fragments of ftone. De- 
firing to be more acquainted with a 
phasnomenon, apparently fo extraordinaiy, 
I addrefi!ed myfelf to our guide, and aik- 
ed him if any perfon had ever defcended 
into the hole. He faid that no gentleman 
had ever ventured, but that the boys of the 
ifland frequently did, and the general opi- 
nion was, that a fubterraneous cavern, ori- 
ginating from the fea, proceeded through 
the whole ifland. By ftepping fit>m one 
fragment to the other, I contrived to de- 
fcend below the roofof the cavern. Here, 
feated upon one of the moft prominent 
points of the rock, I had an opportunity of 

contemplating 
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contemplating a fpeftacle fo truly awful 
and fublime, as to beggar every power of 
defcription. Impelled by the fame motives 
of curiofity, many may have ventured to 
explore it, as I did ; but I am confident 
the feme refledtion arofe from the view of 
it. That it is one, among the ftupendous 
features of nature, which can only be con- 
ceived by thofe, who contemplate its beau- 
ties on the ipot; and in all attempts to 
depidhire it, whether by the pencil, or the 
pen, however lively the delineation, it muft 
fidl (hort of the original. And this is one 
of the firft emotions which a traveller feels^ 
in beholding the magnificence of nature— 
a conicioufnefs of the impoflibility of re- 
taining, or relating, the impreflions it af- 
jfords : inafmuch, as it is beyond the power 
of mechanifm, to give to inanimate matter 
the glow and energy of life. I found it to 
be indeed a cavern, not as our guide had 
defcribed it, proceeding through the whole 
ifland, but fuch as amply repaid me for my 
trouble. Winding from its entrance, into 

the 
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the heart of the iblid ilone^ it forms £o 
large a cavity, that fhips, in ftrefs of wea- 
ther, have put into it for fhelter. From 
the peculiar advantage of my iituation, I 
beheld at the fame time the whole of 
this wonderful place ; from the prodigious 
arches which form its mouth, unto its ut- 
moil extent behind. The iea gufhed in 
with a force, that threatened to overwhelm 
me in its foam, and fubfiding among the 
rocks, roared in rough furges below. Vaft 
mafles of ftone had, from time to time, fal- 
len among the huge pillars that fupported 
the roof, and by the ponderous chaiins, 
which every where appeared, many more 
feemed to tremble, and menace a terrible 
fall. I looked around me with aflonifh- 
ment, and felt what an infignificant little 
mite I was, creeping about among the 
fearful and wonderful works of God. I 
could have remained for hours in my fub- 
terranean abode. A reverie, which would 
have continued unbroken, until put to 
flight by the (hades of the evening, fucceed- 
ed to the aftonifhment I was at firfl thrown 

into. 



SOUTH or IM01.AMD1 Sec, 47 

Site. But in the world above I had com* 
panions of a more refUefs nature, who ibon 
roufed me with their bawling, and by a 
ihout of impatience fhapped the thread of 
my meditations. 

The foil of Portland affords rather an 
unpleafing afpedt. With hardly a mark of 
fertility, or the grateful features of wood 
and pafture, the whole fpot appears bleak 
and barren. The poor, though well pro- 
vided for in other reipecfls, experience a 
great fcarcity of fuel. Neceffity has, how- 
ever, taught them to fubflitute the dung of 
cattle in its ftead. They apply it wet to 
the walls, and the fides of their houfes» 
where it adheres until it is fit for ufe, when 
they collecft it together, and burn it, as the 
poor in other parts of England confume 
their peat. 

Returning to Weymouth, we dined, and 
took a poft chaife to 
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a loWf unhealthy, antiquated, borough 
town. It is mentioned fo far back as the 
reign of Edward the Confeflbr. Our flay 
here was as ihort as we could make it, fince 
we found no allurements, either of nature 
or of art, Jeremy, having met with ibme 
rebuffs, either from his grace, the waiter, 
or his highnefs at the bar, betrayed his im* 
patience to get forward, by his eagemefi in 
affifting the poftiUion. *• How now, Jere- 
my!'' faid I, ^^ you are more alert than 
ufual !" ^^ The mailer's eye, fir, makes 
Ae horie ht I I loft a leather ftrap at Wey- 
mouth, and as this feems to be a rum place, 
I'll take a fquin^ at the length of their fin- 
gers, for fear the trunk fhould go too/' 

From Bridport we came to 

AXMINSTER, 

famous all over Europe for its carpet manu- - 
fadlory. I was furprifed to find fuch a-=: 
little, paltry place, the origin of fb mui 
magnificence* The manufiidlory is all th( 

propertj^ 
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property of one man. The work is chiefly 

done hy women. We ikw forty of thefe 

• 

employed; the pattern lays before them, 
and with their fingers they weave the 
whole. This they execute with great 
quicknefs^ and it is amufing to obfonre how" 
fail the moil elegant defigns are traced ovtt 
by the fingers of old . women and children. 
They were then employed in weaving a 
large carpet for Lord Harewood, late Mr. 
Laicelles^ which was to cofi: one hundred 
and forty pounds. A workfhop is alfo 
building, folely for the purpofe of making 
a fingle carpet for the Emprefs of Ruilia. 

Leaving Axminfter, we proceeded to 

. H o N I T o N, 

and defcending a hill into the town, had 
for a mile and a half, one of the fineft 
prolpefts in England. Indeed, fi-om the. 
^great richnefs and fertility of the country, 
Devonfhire abounds in beautiful profpedls. 
JHoniton is populous and fiourifhing. The 
manufaAory of ferges is carried on here to 

H a con- 
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a confiderable extent. By this means, the 
poor of every age, and iex, find employ- 
ment, and the whole wears an appearance 
of induflry and frugality. A ftream of clear 
water pafles on each fide, through all the 
principal flreets, a circumftance of efi^endal 
utility to the inhabitants, and fhould they be^ 
fubje(fted to a fimilar calamity, which befbl 
them by fire, above forty years ago, the 
dreadfiil effe(fts of it might be, in fbme mea- 
fure, avoided. 

After leaving Honiton, we reached 

EXETER, 

about four o'clock in the afternoon. This 
city, the capital of the county of Devon, is 
large, airy, and capacious. One ftreet in 
particular, is of great extent, being near a 
mile in length, and at the fame time broad, 
and well fiirnifhed vsdth (hops. Trade, in 
every form, looks brifk- at Exeter, and was 
it not for the vile manner in which it is 
paved, few cities would rival it. It appears 
by one of the arches of the fouth gate, that: 

Exeter 
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Exeter was firft built by the Romans. At 
different periods, a variety of Roman anti- 
quities have been found in the city and its 
enviitms. The Cathedral, like moftof our 
ancient edifices, was built by different pre- 
lates, at different times. It is a gothic 
ftnifture, dedicated to St. Peter. The 
manufactories of Exeter are confined to the 
woollen trade, and vaft quantities of ierge, 
cloth, &c. are exported from this place to 
diflferent parts of Europe. The amount of 
their exportation has been eftimated at a 
million fterling, which alone would render 
it a city of importance. Travellers meet 
with little or nothing worth feeing here. 
A Cathedral with a painted window, an 
extenfive terrace with fine profpedls, are 
all that would detain the curious. The 
method of loading horfes here/ is fingular. 
One hardly ever fees a cart ; but the town 
is filled with poor half ftarved fteeds, bend- 
ing beneath immenfe loads of bricks, hay, 
cabbages, faggots, &c. I myfelf faw a horfe, 
with near four hundred weight of bricks 
piled upon his back ; and it is ufual to fee 

H 2 one 
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one poor fteed moving flowly along, be- 
neath a column of hay, fufficient to load a 
cart. A nwnber of genteel &milies have 
fixed their refidence here, which in the 
old tour of Great- Britain, by De Foe» 
Richardibn, &c. is faid to be the origin of 
a tradition, '^ that two things are fi^und in 
Exeter, which ieldom meet any where eUe, 
trade and gentihty/' 

After we left Exeter, we pailed through 

CHUDLEIGH, 

a confiderable market town, and 

ASHBURTON, 

dedicated almoft fblely to the woollen trade, 
and came to 

IVY BRIDGE, 

a fingle houfe, for the accommodation of 
travellers, fituated moil romantically on the 
banks of a river, whofe name I have forgot, 
but I believe it to be the Aune. This 

Angular 
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iingiilar current of water, prefents one con- . 
tinued cataradt, i&lllng among huge rocks 
and pebbles, and from its origin, until it 
difembogues itfelf in the fea, its channel is 
fretted with rock work. After a fhower, 
or during heavy rains, it rufhes foaming over 
its ftony bed, with a roaring noife, and 
bringing along with it ponderous mafles of 
rocks, they are heard to ftrike againft one 
another, with a report like that of a cannon. 
I lamented that I had not a more perfeft 
view of this river. It was near midnight 
when we reached Ivy Bridge, and being 
prefled for time, I was obliged to creep 
along its banks, and explore it by moon- 
light. Even this pleafure would have ef- 
caped me, if it had not been for Jeremy, 
who not being fo attentive to the length of 
their fingers here^ as at Bridport, or not fo 
anxious for the welfare of his leather fir aps^ 
had ftrolled, while the horfes were getting 
ready, to poke about, for what he deemed 
Cowrofities, and returned eager to communis- 
cate his difcoveries. All the country about 
Ivy Bridge, is uncommonly beautiful i at 

leaft. 
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leaflr, from the obfervations I was enabled 
to make, by the light of a fiill moon, and a 
clear fky, I had not feen any where, let- 
ting afide the wild romantic fcenes in the 
Ifle of Wight, a country fb richly diverfi- 
fied as this. 

We pafled through the town of Plymouth 
to the 

DOCK. 

It may perhaps appear fmgular, that I fhould 
thus pafs i^egligbntly over Pljrmouth, and 
proceed immediately to the defcription of a 
place, which is entirely the offspring of 
the other. The realbn is this, the town 
of Pl3niiouth, although rich and populous, 
does not afford that excellent accommoda- 
tion to ftrangers, which is met with at the 
Dock. They are two places entirely iepa- 
rated and diftinft from each other. The 
dock-yards, ftore-houfes, and other offices 
belonging to the roy^l navy, are fituated 
about two miles diftant from Plymouth. 
By this means has been formed, by gradual 

3 increafe 
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increafe of Inhabitants, what might t>e fHIed 
a new edition of Plymouth^ in every refped: 
more fumptuous and inviting than the ori- 
ginal. We found here a handibme town, 
well built, paved, broad and elegant. It is 
larger than Plymouth, and in the peculiar 
beauty of its fituation, fer exceeds it. A 
imall arm of the fea feparates it from 

MOUNT EDOECUMBE, 

* 

the beautiful refidence of the Earls of that 
name. A ferry is formed at this place, 
which we crofled on the morning after our 
arrival. They fay his Majefly was not 
much pleafed with Mount Edgecumbe, in 
his late vifit to that delightful fpot. With 
all due deference to our Sovereign's tafte, 
it might be wifhed, that in this inflance, 
at leaft, his opinion had been fupprefled. 
When I fay his Majefly was difpleafed and 
difappointed in his excurfion to Mount 
Edgecumbe, I would only infer, that from 
die general report, he fo exprefled himfelf. 
Nothing hete is forced, nothing formal. 

nature 
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Nature reigns fuprcmc^ wild»* £mpfe^ and 
frequently contracting her features to a 
fi:own» aifumes an appearance, gnoid, fub* 
lime, and awfuL Wherever you walk, the 
winds bring odours. Around you extends 
romantic fcenery, continually vaiying^ and 
ever beaudfiil. 



** Nor God, nor Goddds, great or fmall, 
** That dwelling his or her*s may call; 
** I made Mount Edgecumbe for you all. 



tf 



faid the poet Lyttleton, in a happy moment 
of conception, and celebrated Mount Edge- 
cumbe, as formed for a union of benignant 
beings. Lord Valletort, the only fon of the 
Earl of Edgecumbe, has contributed much 
to the improvement of the place, and ftill 
continues, with great delicacy of tafle, to 
add new beauties to the fcene. The plea- 
fure ground is formed into a circumference 
of five miles ; this affords a delightfiil ride, 
which will foon be extended to eight miles. 
Myrtles flourifh here like native fhrubs; 
orange trees, citron, and lemon, are feen in 
the natural foil, and exotics, of every fpecies, 

live 
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live in the open air, and profper as in a 
green houfe. From various eminences, 
you have extenfive prolpedls of the fea, of 
Plymouth, of the dock yzrds, the town of 
Stonehoufe, the liland of St. Nicholas; 
Drake's Ifland, the (hipping, the light- 
houfe upon the Eddyftone rock, and all the 
coimtry round. The houfe is fmall, ^en 
compared with the grounds around it. The 
apartments appear contradled, but the fur- 
niture and the ornaments are elegant and 
well fele(fted. In the hall, there are a 
number of beaudful pillars, which, with a 
variety of polifhed tables, and other fpcci- 
mens of the marble of the country, were 
dug from quarries in the neighbourhood of 
Pljrmouth. 

It is ufual, in this part of the world, to 
fee women employed in the management 
of the ferry-boats. We were condudled^ 
on our return to the dock, by two of thefe 
nautical females. Ftom the fkill which 
they evinced in feathering the oars, and 
their dexterity in managing the fails, I do 

I not 
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not fee why his ^ajefty's navy might not 
be fupplied, upon emergencies^ with thefe 
aquatiq amazons. Can any one iay what 
the eSk& would be ? It would at leaft, in 
this experiniental age, be an important at- 
tempt at improvement. Our ieamen, when 
engaged by the fide of their favourite Sufims, 
might exert themfelves with additional 
vigour, both from the fear of being excelled 
by women, and haply for the preiervatlon 
of thoie they love. At any rate, it appears 
that many a female, who plies a bench of 
oars at Plymouth, would adom our navy 
full as much as the ranks of our army are 
diigraced, by a number of efieminate figures 
in fcarlet, whom one fees daily, bepowdered» 
and perfumed, armed cap-a-pee 6^r the 
parades. 

At Plymouth Dock there are poft chaifes 
always ready, in the ftreets, which fland for 
hire, like the hackney coaches in London. 
On the evening of the next day, we went 
in one of theie to 

PLYMOUTH, 

in. 
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in order to obtain a more perfeft idea of that 
place and its inhabitants. It is a large old 
town^ built upon an irregular planj its 
flreets are narrow, confined, and crowded. 
Like other fea ports, it is populous, and has 
the ulual appendages of dirt and noife. It 
is iaid to contain as many inhabitants as the 
City of Exeter. Its port, which confifts of 
twoharbours, capable of containing one thou- 
^d fail, has rendered it one of the chief ma- 
gazines in England. It is defended by feve- 
ral forts, mounted with near three hundred 
guns, and particularly by a ftrong citadel, 
erected in the reign of Charles IL before 
the mouth of the harbour. This town, till 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, fufFefed great 
inconvenience from the want of frcfli water. 
It is now well fupplied by a fpring, which 
rifes at the diftance of feven ftrfles, the 
water of which was brought here at the 
expence of Sir Francis Drake, who was a 
native of this place. The inhabittots con- 
fift chiefly of tradefmen, as the more gen- 
teel femilies refide at Dock, Stonehoufe, and 
in the environs • The /hipping, veffels of 

I 2 trade. 
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trade, &c. are brought to the very heart 
of the town, (o that a peribn mighty with 
eaie, leap from their prows into the ftreets. 

Returning from Plymouth on foot, I 
contrived to lofe both my way and my com* 
panion. I found myfelf afcending the 
fummit of a fleep hill, commanding a grand 
extenfive profpedl of the fea, Drake's liland, 
Stonehoufe, Plymouth, and Dock. While I 
was gazing about, to fee what courie I 
ought to take, I obferved, upon the fide of 
the hill, an old gentleman, in a mufing 
pofture, leaning upon his cane, and appa- 
rently indulging himfelf in the contempla- 
tion of the furrounding fcenery. Fortune 
could not, thought I, have thrown a better 
perfon in my way, to extricate me from 
this dilenuna, " Sir!" faidi, approaching 
him, " be kind enough to tell me the 
neareft way to Dock. I came from Ply- 
mouth, and have miffed the road/' ** I 
perceive you have, faid he, and if, as I 
fufpeft, you are a ftranger to this place, it 
is lucky you have fo done. We reckon our 

walks 
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walks around this fpot, the fineft in the 
world, and excepting the views from Mount 
Edgecumbe, this is the beft we have. 
You arc now upon Stonehoufe Hill. Com- 
mercial (peculations confine me during the 
week to other contemplations, but on a 
Sunday, I conftantly vifit this terrace, to 
enjoy the beauties of the fcene before us. 
When I was younger, I ufed to afcend to 
that point above us, in order to extend my 
view. You appear to be of an age for 
climbing,, and if you have curiofity enough 
to lead you to the top, you will be amply 
repaid for your trouble/' I took the old 
gentleman's advice, and feating myfelf upon 
the fummit of. the hill, found how necef- 
lary it was for a traveller now and then to 
lofe his way. Thofe who day by day pur- 
fue the beaten track, turning neither to the 
one fide, nor the other, and anxious only to 
perform their journies with expedition, had 
much better be feated in a chimney corner 
^t home. They neither difcover the beau- 
Tics of their country, nor enjoy them, when 
chance throws them in their way. The 

charadlers 
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charafters of human life have no variety 
for them ; their views are ielfifh, and all 
their endeavours tend only to the moft con* 
venient methods of vegetation. 

At the bottom of the hill ftood the neat 
little town of Stonehoufe. On one fide 
Plymouth, on the other Dock. Around 
me extended the vaft furfece of the waters, 
with its veflels floating, as if, in the fccu- 
rity of conqueft, and diiplaying their pen- 
dants proudly to the wind. At a di/bmce 
Mount Edgecumbe, peeping from its tuft- 
ed groves, feemed the refidence of fbme 
tutelar deity. A little fpot, like a fairy 
ifland, appeared to float upon the waves. 
The evening became ferene and mild. The 
marine band was playing in the barracks 
below, while the foft notes of the mufic, 
feemed to fwell in the air, and vibrate upon 
the calm expanfe of the fea. 

" Sqrlla wept, and chid her barking wava into aittentioD» 
*' And fell Charybdis murmured hoarfe applaufe.** 

The 
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The evening gun, like a clap of thunder, 
all on a fudden reminded me of the time I 
had (pent here. ^^ Tis all migh^ fine, 
ikid I, but it would be ftill finer, if I had 
leifure to dwell upon its beauties. They 
will certainly fuppofe me loft," fo bidding 
adieu to this enchanting ipot, I ran down 
the hill, and in a fhort half mile, with a 
ftraight road, blundered and loft my way fo 
often, that I found it abfblutely necefiary, 
if I wifhed to reach the King's- Arms Aat 
evening, to forget Mount Edgecumbe, the 
Fairy Ifland, and think no more either of 
Scylla's. barking waves, or the murmurs of 
Chaiybdis. 

m 

By a letter of recommendation to Com- 
miffioner Fanfhaw, we obtained permiflion 
to vifit the dock yards, ftorehoufes, &;c. 
And this we had ibme difficulty in procur- 
ing, for a report became prevalent at this 
time, that fix incendiaries had been landed 
in England, font by the Emprefs of Ruffia, 
exprefsly for the purpofe of firing the docks* 
The ridiculous ceremony being over, of 

writing 
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writing our names and the place of our 
abode in the porter's folio, where cveiy 
one is left at full liberty to chriflen himielf 
according to his own fency, we proceeded 
to the breakfafl table of the Commifficmer; 
and from thence to the inipedtion of the 
docks. We found every thing here nearjly 
upon the fame plan, and condud^d in the 
fame manner as at Portfinouth, only upon 
an epitomized fcale, and the whole is form- 
ed into Co regular a fyftem, the place it&lf 
wearing an appearance ib compad: and neat, 
that it carries with it an air of improve- 
ment: as if Portfmouth had afforded die 
outline in modelling the docks at Plymoutht 
and thofe defers which are obfervable in 
the former, were omitted in the lat- 
ter. There is here a wet dock and a dry 
dock, with a baibn two hundred feet fquare. 
They are hewn out of a mine of flate, and 
lined with Portland flone. The dry dock 
is formed after the model of a firft rate man 
of war ; and the wet dock will contain five 
firft rates. In this place there are conve- 
niences of all kinds, both for building and 
3 repairing 
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repairing fhips; and the whole forms as 
compleat, though not fo large an arfenal, as 
any in the kingdom. The country abounds 
with that fpecics of date rock, upon which 
the yard ftands. Thofe who are acquaint- 
ed with the nature of this ftone, may rea- 
dily cojiceive what amazing labour and ex- 
pence are requiilte in forming a place of 
this nature ; much more, one fo compleat 
as that of Pl3rmouth. We faw a fine fhip 
building here, which is to be named the 
Caefar* It is conflrufted upon a new plan, 
after a French model, having eighty guns, 
and only two decks. A great convenience 
vnJl refvlt from this form of the fhip, as it 
ofien happens, diat ir\ rough weather, an 
eighty gun fhip, with three decks, cannot 
open her lower ports. 
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SECTION THB SECOND, 



" 'TpHAT jade memory/' &ys Gnj, is 
^' ten times worfe than a lead pencil !" 

Half a word fixed upon, or near the ipot, 
is worth a cart load of recoUedtion. His 
advice to travellers is fo particularly ftriking, 
that I cannot refiain fix)m introducing it» 
** When we truft/* fays he, *^ to the pic- 
•* ture that objefts draw of themfelves on our 
** mind, we deceive ourfelves; without accu- 
^ rate and particular obfervation, it is but iO 
** drawn at firft ; the outlines are fbon blur- 
^ red { the colours every day grow fainter^ 

'• and 
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** and at laft, when we would produce it to 
*' any body, we are forced to fupply its dc- 
*^ fedls with a few ftrokes of our own ima- 
** gination/' Want of time and opportunity 
has left a large blank in my common- 
place book, and I am now neceilitated to 
recognize events, in fbme meafure obli- 
terated by prefent occurrences, and return 
to the fcenes which are gone, when I ought 
to be remarking thofe which are before me.- 

Having crofled the ferry from Plymouth 
to Mount Edgecumbe, we entered the 
county of Cornwall, A gentleman accofted 
us, on landing, and introduced himfelf to 
us as a Lieutenant in the navy. He had 
faftened his portmanteau behind our chaife, 
and begged permiffion to fee it conveyed to 
Truro, as he underftood our rout lay that 
way. In return for this indulgence, he 
would favour us with his company in the 
chaife, and pilot us part of our journey. 
What need we had of a pilot, I was after- 
wards to learn ; but feeing fomething more 
than ufually eccentric in this volunteer, we 

K 2 confented» 
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confented, and hoped to derive a little 
amufement from the adventure. Our com- 
panion fpon became Aifficiently communi- 
cative ; he had travelled over the whole 
globe ; knew every thing, and every body. 
Our company fuited him of all things ; wc 
Were exaftly the men he liked ; he would 
never quit us, and would take care we 
(hould not be impofed upon. The Cava- 
lier, who fupped with Gil Bias, often came 
to my recollection ; I hardly knew what to 
make of our friend, but we refblved to hu- 
mour the fcheme, and mark the event. At 
Leikard we dined ; the bill difpleafed our 
pilot ; he was fuddenly enraged, and fwore 
he would profecute the people ; ftamped, 
cracked his whip, and made a great noife, 
when all at once, hearing the chaife was 
ready, he flew to feat himfelf, and left us 
to pay the bill quietly. As we drove ofl!^, 
*< Well gentlemen," faid he, '** I fee you 
are refolved to be cheated, and by G — d, I 
will never leave you 'till you are more ac- 
quainted with the world." Then fwearing 
at the poftillion for not doing his duty, and 

kicking 
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kicking, and hallowing, 'till he was tired, 
he called for his horfe, faying, *' He would 
no longer ride, when fuch a fcoundrel drove, 
and wiflied us a pleafant journey/' 

We were congratulating ourfelves upon 
thisunexpefted delivery, when our valet» with 
his hair on end, feated himfelf in the chaife ; 
^* Well, Jeremy, what's the matter?" 
** The Lord deliver you both from that 
fellow, I'm fure he's a highwayman, and he 
will get you to gambling !" We laughed at 
his honeft fimplicity, and were comforting 
ourfelves at having got rid of this trouble- 
fbme genius, when, as the chaife drove 
into Leftwithiel, behold our pert of a pilot, 
all duft, without his horfe, and his hat 
off, hallowing in the middle of the ftreet, 
•* A chaife waits for you, gentlemen ! and 
I have taken care to have a proper perfon 
to drive it !" We got into it, and drove off 
at a vehement rate, once more leaving our 
pilot. We had not proceeded five miles, 
before a deep groan from Jeremy an- 
nounced his appearance again. He came 

gallopping 
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gallopping by, flogging our horfes, and d— n- 
ing our driver, for not doing his duty. All 
the way to St, AufUe, we were amufed in 
this manner, and occafionally with loud 
quarrels between our pilot and poftillion. 
After leaving St. Auftle, it grew very dark, 
the night became gloomy and tempefhious, 
and nothing was wanting to render our 
iituation truly difmal, but the proiped 
around us, which we were told was a wide 
and barren moor, rugged, black and deib- 
late. Suddenly the chaife flopped; our 
pilot prefented himfelf at the window, and 
demanded one of our piflols, to defend him- 
felf from fome highwaymen, which he faid 
he had obferved upon the reconnoitre for 
plunder. I gave him the piftol, contraiy 
to the advice of our valet, who on his knees 
intreated that I would not be fo imprudent. 
*' He will fhoot us, and rob us, fir I as fure 
as you are born !" " Let him try firft, 
faid I, Jeremy," and taking the other piftol, 
I cocked it, and felt determined to fire at 
him the inftant he attempted to interrupt us* 
For three or four miles we proceeded in 

this 



SOUTH or ENOLAVOif km, jt 

this uncertainty ; at length, fuddenly ad- 
vancing before the horfes, he fired his piftol 
in the air. Jeremy fell down, bawling, to 
the bottom of the chaife. I let down the 
window. ^* In G — d's name. Sir ! what 
arc you doing ?" faid my companion and 
myielf, both in the fame inftant. *• Don't 
be alarmed gentlemen ! I would not for the 
world make you uneaiy, what I did, was 
. merely for the fake of trying your piftols, 
and I muft fay they are not worth two- 
pence !*' ** Sir, faid I, they anfwer our pur- 
pofe, to prevent us from interruption, 
and to intimidate fcoundrels/' ^^ And, Sir^ 
£ud my companion, be kind enough to re- 
turn that which you have borrowed^ fince 
you feem to have as little occafion for it as 
we have for your company,— Sir, we wifh 
you a good evening !'* 

——Fortunately for us, he took the hint, 

and we faw him no more. Thus ended an 

adventure, fo Angular, and fo unplealant, 

that I could not refiuin from giving it a 

3 place 



place among occarrcnoes of a Toy dificrent 
Datnre^ — not k) mach with a ticw of afiud- 
ing 2mBSaBcnu as with a hope of fbrniihiiig 
a caution to luccecdmg travcllen» wlikh 
nay prove of kmice to them in fimilar 
fituatkxis. 

After this long digreflion, or rather, after 
this detaO of the mad adions of an eccentric 
tar, it is neceilaiy to give fbme accoont of 

the countiy we paHed through. As you 

enter the county of Comwall, fiom Ply- 
mouth, every obje<fl wears the rugged a^pei^ 
of penury. But with all this appeaiance of 
the moft miferable poverty, like a rich mi« 
fer in a threadbare coat, it poflefles immenfe 
hoards of treafure* Wide proipe&s of bar- 
ren heath, extenfive plains without a hedg^ 
or a bufh, (lone walls, bleak hills, and a 
rocky foil covered with loofe fragments of 
ilone, make up the general complexion of 
Cornwall. I never faw a countiy whofe 
features were fb unpleaiant, and £o in- 
hofpitable. Sometimes one meets with 

afinall 
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a imall ipot of cultivated ground, but it is as 
rare to fee any thing pleafing upon the face 
of the country, as it is in Devonfhire and 
S(Hnerfetfhire, to meet with any thing but 
pidurefque and beautiful icenery. 

The next town we pafTed through was 

SALTASH. 

Situated on the declivity of a fleep hlU, not 
more than three miles from the dock of 
Pfymouth* The harbour will receive fhips 
of any burthen, and the inhabitants cany 
on a confiderable trade in malt and beer. 
They alio fiimilh the inhabitants of Ply- 
mouth dock with almoil all the neceffaries 
that are fold at Market ; for they chufe ra* 
ther to go by water to Saltafh, than by land 
to die town of Plymouth, becaufe provifions 
are much cheaper at Saltafh than Plymouth, 
and becaufe the boat, without any additional 
^xpence, brings home what they buy. 

L From 
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From Saltafh we proceeded to 

> 

L£SKARD« 

This town, ieated upon a hill, is taad to be 
one of the largeft and beil built in Corn- 
wall. In the reign of James the Firft it 
confided of little elfe than the ruins of an- 
cient buildings, the veftiges of former great- 
nefs. It is iaid to carry on a confiderable 
trade, with the neighbouring towns^ in boots 
and (hoes, and to fpin confiderable quan- 
tities of yarn for the clothiers of Devon- 
ihire. 

We next came to 



LESTWITHIEL. 

In the lad age, veiTels ufed to bring manu- 
fa<ftures and commodities of various Idnds to 
this place. It then boaded a great degree 
of popularity — and was in a very flourifh- 
ing flate. However, that is not the cafe at 
3 piefenty. 
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prefent, for the river Fawy, on which it 
{lands, is {o choaked with fand, that it is no 
longer navigable. Its trade confifts in wool- 
len manufadtures. Leftwithiel contains no- 
thing worth a traveller's notice, except he 
deems the fpire of the church a curiofity. 
For my part, I admire the methods by which 
modem fcribblers fwell their works to a vo- 
luipinous form. One, who (hall be namo- 
lefs, thinks it worth mentioning, that Left^ 
withiel '* has a church, with a fpire, the 
only one, except that of Helfton, in the 
whole county!" And yet this man has 
publiflied his two volumes quarto— who 
wonders at it ? — Being fo minute, he might 
have added, — That weeds are found to 
ilourifh prodigioufly in the church yard; 
the only one, in Cornwall, where they 
thrive in fuch abundance !: In the even- 
ing we arrived at 

ST. AUSTLE, 

Of which I have nothing to infert but the 
name, and proceeded through 

L 2 GRAM- 
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A market town, confiftiog only, of one 
ftreet^to 

TRURO* 

This town is fituated in the centre of the 
county, near the conflux of two finaU rivers, 
which aknoft furround it, and form a large 
wharf, with a commodious quay, for veflek 
of one hundred tons. The ftreets are regu- 
lar, and the church, a large Gothic building, 
18 not inferior to any in the county. Al« 
though Truro gives place to Falmouth, it is 
a town of fuch confiderable importance, that 
it may be reckoned the capital of Corn- 
wall. — The fea flows quite up to it, enter- 
ing at Falmouth harbour, and extending 
eight miles up the country to Truro. The 
firft objedt that ftrikes a ftranger's attention 
in vifiting this place, is the tin which lies 
in the flreets, and round the market houfe. 
It is fhaped into large blocks of about twelve 
or thirteen guineas value, and theie are 
brought here to be ftamped or coined. 

L 2 From 
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From thence they are exported to different 
places, and the exportation of tin and copper 
ore forms the chief article of trade in 
Truro. They have here a good theatre, 
and the inhabitants live in fo genteel a ilyle, 
•when compared with thofe of other towns 
in Cornwall, that the pride of Truro is one 
of the by- words of the county. Between 
this town and St. Michael are mines in 
abundance, of tin, lead, and copper ore. 
They have alfo difcovered a filver mine, but 
I coqld not find that it was of niuch value. 

It 18 thefe fubterranean treafures which 
render this country and its inhabitants of fb 
much confequence to the nation. Mei^ 
have faid, and I believe with truth, that the 

•Cornifli miners, and their adherents, will dic^ 
tatc even to the minifter himfelf. They 
know their own importance, and convert it 
to material advantage. The people of 
Truro, I Jiave before mentioned as ranking 
themfelves fomewhat higher than the reft 
of their neighbours in their mode of living, 
-and their more polifhcd fociety. At the 

houfes. 
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houfeSy evenof tradefmen^ agendeman is no- 
ticed in proportion to the fums he will venture 
at cards. Some officers of the thirty third, 
who were quartered here, and from, whcmi 
we received every mark of civility, inform- 
ed me that they will play to any amount, 
and are offended if you ofier to ftake lefs 
than half a guinea for a point at whift. 

The naturalift will find in Cornwall a 
larger field for philofophical difquifition than 
can be met with in any part of England or 
Wales. Here he may indulge himfelf in 
endlefs experiments. Curiofities of every 
kind, numberlefs productions, both of 
nature and of art, prefent themielves in 
abundance. He has here an opportunity of 
penetrating into the very bowels of the 
earth, of exploring her inward recefllss, and 
fearching into her fecret caverns. It would 
far exceed the limits of fuch a circumfcribed 
work as this, to enter upon a detail of the 
vaft variety of antiquities, minerals, foffils, 
foils, plants, manufactures, lakes, caverns, 

with 
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with a long et ccetera^ in addition to the lift 
of curiofities which would engage theatten* 
tion of philoibphers. I can only lament 
my inabiUty to be more minute. I pafs 
lighdy over fuch topics^ and prefs forward 
to a ieries of new objei^^ hoping to cull 
from every one fome fmall fhare of amufe* 
ment and information for my readers; 

a pis matinae, 
More modoquc, — — — 

being v^U aware, that was I to enter mi- 
nutely into every fubjedl, folios would be 
iimdequate to the tafk.«— 

Of foffils^ the moft remarkable in this 
county are trees of various kinds and ^zt%^ 
that are found at a coniiderable depth below 
the furface of the earth. 

Of their antiquities, the moft remarkable 
are thofe fimplc monuments, which confift 
of fingle ftones, not only uninfcribed but 
unhe wnt Other monuments there are com- 

pofed 
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pofed of two, three, or more ilones, arranged 
ibmetimes in a ftrait line, and fometiaics in 
a circular one. Stones are frequently found 
in heaps, and now and then three or four 
large flags or thin ftones, are fltiU ftanding» 
cap'dwith a much larger ftone*. On.al«> 
mofl: every plain throughout ComwalU aa 
well as on the tops of hills, is a moft lingu- 
lar appearance, formed by thoie artificial 
heaps of earth, or ftone, which are called 
bah'ows.* Theie are monuments of the 
remoteft antiquity, and often of the higheft 
dignity. They were originally intended for 
the more fecure protection of the reoiains 
of the dead, though afterwards they were 
raifed to anfwer other purpoies. Barrows 
are found in moft countries, but in Britain^ 
and the Britifh Ifles, they are very nimierous; 
occafioned by the practice of the Druids^ 
who burnt and then buried their dead« 

« 

In the Cornifh tin mines have been often. 

found 

^ The word Barrow Teems to come from the Saxon 
word Bjrigh^ from which the Engliih word bury is alia 
derived. 
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found gems or precious Aones. Thefe are 
gfsnerally fo fmall as not to be properly 
viewed but by a microfcope. Among 
thefe may be mentioned fome very high 
fColoVFed Topazes^ and fome of a paler yel- 
low polour • Rubies have been met with 
^varjk>U8 ihades, from a pale red to a xleep 
carbiiacle . Various iiorts of chryftals, foxoe 
colourless and others of different hues^ ^u^e 
alio found in and about the mines • Marble of 
a coar(e kind is very common in Cornwall ; 
they diend the roads and face their houfes 
with it* Frequently it appear^ mixed with 
fpar and different forts of granite. The 
minerals found in this county are fo various 
that^ according to the judgment of foreign- 
ers, no county exceeds it for variety and 
plenty.-— But of all the Cornifh foifils, 
which are mineral only^ and not metallic, 
that caUed mundic is in the greateft plenty. 
It is almoft every where intermixed with 
tin, lead, and copper; and is fometimes 
found making a vein by itfelf, without any 
metal near it. This is called by fome 
jiyrites; though it is better known to 

M natundifts 
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naturalifis by the name of marcafite. Mun- 
die is thougl\t to be a compofition of arfenic» 
fulphur, vitriol, and mercury. 

Moft of the metals in Cornwall are found 
in veins, or fiffures, and their contents are 
called loades. The fides or walls of thefe 
fifTures, do not always confift of one and the 
fame kind of matter, nor are they equally 
hard, for though one lide of the fiflure may 
be a hard flone, the other is fometimes a 
foft clay. In general it happens, neverthe- 
lefs, that the walls are harder than the loade 
they inclofe. They are often perpendicu- 
lar, but much oftener decline to the right 
or left as they defcend. The courfe of the 
great fiffures is generally eaft and wei^ 
though in fome places they have a nortb. 
and fouth diredlion. The larger fifiures 
have many fmaller branches, like the boughs 

■ 

of a tree, which at length terminate in 
threads. 

Of all the metals, tin is the lighteft, yet 

does it in this place merit our early notice, 

3 it 
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it being the moft valuable produdlion of the 
county. As to the antiquity of the Cornifh 
mines, nothing certain can be faid; but 
there isreafon to believe the Phoenician co- 
lonies of Spain traded here feveral hundred 
years before Chrift. Thefe were long the 
principal tin mines in the world, 'till about 
the middle of the thirteenth century. A 
tinner of this county, being difobliged by 
Richard Earl of Cornwall king of the Ro*> 
mans, went into Germany and found the 
fame metal, teaching the Saxons how to 
diftinguifh, fearch for, and drefs their tin. 
The quantity however is finall, and the ex- 
pence of raifing and carrying it by land very 
great. On the Malabar coaft, in the Eaft 
Indies, tin hath been lately difcovered and 
brought into Europe. It has been faid that 
tin has been difcovered in feveral parts of the 
Spanifh Weft Indies, but the working is 
2iegle£ted, becaufe they have richer metals. 
ITct the Corni(h tin is ftill allowed to be the 
teft in the world. 

Tin is found either collected and fixed, or 
loofe and detached. — In the firft cafe it is 

M 2 either 
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either in a loade, or floor, or interfperied 
in grains, or bunches, in the natural rock. 
In the difperfed ftate it is either in fingle 
feparate ftones called fhoads, or in a c<mi- 
tinedcourfeof fuch flone, called the beuheyl, 
or laftly, in a pulverifed ftate. Of the 
loade notice has been already taken, and the 
floor is a horizontal layer of the ore ; but 
it is not fo often found in this manner as in a 
loade. The floors are many fathoms deep, 
and frequently rich ; as, for infbance, the 
ihipendous fpecimen at Paris Mountain, in 
the Ifle of Angleyfey . Sometimes the fame 
ore is a perpendicular loade for feveral fa- 
thoms, and yet at length extends itfelf into a 
floor. Thefe, however, are not only the 
moil expenfive, but the mofl dangerous, be- 
caufe they require very large and flxong tim- - 
bers to fecure feveral paflages of the mine._ 
If this is negledted, it may happen to finli^ 
in, as did formerly the ground at Bal-an— 
uun, for a large compafs, and buried all th( 
men below within its reach. 

The run of a loade of tin is frequently dif- 
povered by the barrennefs of the furface of 

the 
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the ground, and the want, or weakncfs, of 
the grafs in a particular furrow. But the! 
fureft indication of tin, found in cliffs and 
caverns, is where the loades lying bare to 
the depth of fome fathoms, its feveral ftages 
may be eafily examined. 

No one is allowed to fearch for tin when 
and where he pleafes, without the permif- 
fion of the lord of the manor. Except up- 
on a wafte or common, where he may mark 
out the bounds, obferving the legal forms^ 
and fearch for tin. 

When the loade is found, the miner muft 
firft difpofe of the barren rock and rubble ; 
difcharge the water, which abounds more or 
lefs in every loade, and laftly raife the tin. 
Various engines are required in the manage^ 
ment of the mines, but of all thofe hitherto 
invented, the fteam engines are the moft 
powerful. Thefe are now erefted in almofl 
every place of this fort ; there is hardly a 
coal pit in England, that does not ufe them 
to drain the water from the works. 

When 
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When the tin ore is obtained, it is carried 
to the flamping mill, and there jMilvcrized 
by lifters falling on it, which receive their 
motion from an axle-tree turned by a water 
wheel. Being thus pulverized, it is then fil- 
ed through a driddle, or grate, and after- 
wards wafhed, to feparate all the particles of 
earth, ftone, &c. from the pure ore. 

The tin being dreffed, it is carried in fades 
upon horfes, or mules, under the general 
name of black tin, to the fmelting houfes, 
where it is aflayed, and melted in a revcrbe- 
ratory furnace, with a fire of pit coal, brought 
from Wales. When melted it is produced 
from a hole punched in the bottom of the 
furnace, and conveyed in a liquid fbte into 
quadrangular moulds of flone, containing 
about three hundred and twenty pounds ^ 
weight of the metal, and the block, as it is -a 
then called, is carried to the coinage town. 
At the coinage towns the officers aflay it, by-^ 
breaking off a piece of about a pound weight 
from the under part of the block. If the3r 
find it well purified, they fhmp the face oF 

the 
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th/ block with the impreflion of the feal of 
the dutchy, which authorizes the owner to 
fell it. This ftamping the tin with a ham- 
mer is called coinage. Five towns are ap- 
pointed for this purpofe, and they are Lef- 
kard, Leftwithiel, Helflon, Penzance, and 
Truro. 

I have here introduced as accurate an ac- 
count, as I can fumifh, of the whole procefs 
relating to tin, from the firft difcovery and 
digging of the ore, until the blocks are fhip- 
pcd off to their different deftinations. I 
(hall now proceed to fay a few words on the 
fiibjedt of copper, of which metal there are 
fbme very rich mines in this county. 

Copper is fometimes found depofited on 
the fides of fiffures, in thin films, which are 
nothing more than the fediment of waters 
proceeding from fome copper loade. It is 
at other times met with in fpots and bunches 
irregularly difperfed. Veins of copper are 
often feen in cliffs, where they are laid bare 
by the fea. But the moft encouraging 

leader 
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leader to copper is called gojfen^ which 18 an 
earthy, crumbling, ruddy, ochreous Aone, 
like the ruft of iron. The ores of 
are of various cdiours. The moft c 
are brafs colour, green, blue, and grey. 
When it is richeft it afliimes a unifbrm lead 
colour, and is then worth from fifty to fijrty 
pounds a ton. Copper ore riies much more 
beautiful in its appearance than that of tin, 
and is more eafily perceived. Tin rifes in 
an opake body, like grey fand ftone ; fome- 
times it appears in dark fpots. Its richef): 
form is a black chryflallization or diamond, 
fretted upon the rock. 

The mofl perfed: copper ore is the mal- 
leable, which, from its purity, is called vir- 
gin ore. This is found in fmall quantities i 
all the confiderable copper mines. 

With regard to the digging, there is no 
great difference between the copper works 
andthofe of tin. But the method of dref- 
fmg, or preparing the metal for fale, is very 
different. There are belonging to the 

copper 
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copper mines, overfeers, called under-ground 
captains, who are appointed to fuperintend 
the labouring miners, to fee all the richer 
fort of ores kept together in the bottom, 
and afterwards raifed as unmixed as may 
be. The beft is broken fmall, with ham- 
mers, or brought away to the adjacent 
bucking mills, where they bruife it on a. 
rock, with a fliort bar of iron, and carry it 
to the heap of befl ore. The befl fmall 
ore is wafhed and fifted into a tub, as near 
the (haft as poffible. In fhort, the differ- 
ent forts of ore are broken and raifed, fized, 
wafhed, ftamped, and forted into particular 
heaps, for about one tenth part of the. 
whole produce when fold. The price is 
according to the qualities of the ores ; and 
the agents for the copper companies of 
Wales and Briflol, who refide at Traro 
and Redruth, attend to fample the ore, in 
confeqtience of which, after aflaying it, the 
value of each pile is determined. After 
this it is (hipped off to the above places, to 
be melted and refined. 

N There 
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There are alfo lead mines in Cornwall^ 
though not fo con/iderable as thofe in Der- 
byfhire. Small quantities of gold and filver 
have been found there at different times, 
but not in fuch plenty as to make it worth 
their while to fearch further for either of 
thefe metals. 

Soon after my arrival at Truro, I vifited 
fome of the moft confiderable mines in its 
neighbourhood, and feledling that of Pol- 
deis, which is the oldeft, the largeft, and I 
believe the dcepeft in England, went to 
the bottom of it. 

When you declare your intention of dc- 
fcending with the miners, the captain, as 
he is called, takes you into a room, and 
equips you in a woollen fhirt, trowfers, 
night cap, and jacket. As for ftockings, it 
is ufual not to wear any, and agreeable to 
the advice of the experienced miner, we 
defcended with our legs bare. They then 
jie old fhoes to your feet, fit for the pur- 
pofe, and having accommodated each peribn 

3 with 
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with a candle in his hand» and half a« 
pound more fufpended from his neck^ 
he is declared compleatly equipped^ and 
conducted to the mouth of the mine. It 
requires a good flrong flomach, and a large 
portion of curiofity, to go through all this. 
For befides the fatigue and toil in the. 
mine, the cloaths they give you are as 
greaiy as fweat can make them, fmell abo- 
niinably> and are often flocked with a re* 
public of creepers. Should any one be 
induced, hereafter, to explore thefe regions 
of darkocfs, I would advife him to prepare^ 
at lead, a woollen fhirt, and a pair of trow-* 
iers, that he may avoid thofe unpleafant 
fenfationsy which arife in every man's breaft^ 
when compelled to have recourfe to a mi- 
ner's wardrobe. 

* 

Thefe preliminaries being adjufled, we 
began to defcend. A miner went firfl, to 
ieirve as a guide, and to caution us againfl 
the danger which frequently ariies from the 
broken (laves in the different ladders. Jere^ 
my followed the miner. After Jeremy, 

N 2 came 
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came my companion and myielf ; and lafl 
oP ail the captain, giving us this com- 
fortable affurance, *^ That if wc made 
a flip, or a Angle falfe ftep, or looked either 
to one fide or the other, we fhould be 
ground to atoms in the fleam engine, or 
dafhed to pieces in the mine." The defcent 
refembles a large well, with an immenfe 
machine, for the purpofe of draining the 
mine of water, continually in motion all the 
way down. Mr. Bolton, of Birmingham, 
receives annually fome ihoufands j&om the 
county of Cornwall, for the ufe of them. I 
had not time to examine theie uieful ma- 
chines, therefore fhall not attempt a minute 
defcription of them. In this mine there 
was a very curious one, which, with a fhiall 
power at the top, by perpendicular fhafts, 
paffing down the fame aperture, worked in 
two direftions, and drained the mine north 
and fbuth at the fame time. 

We continued to defcend by ladders, 
which were from four to five fathoms in 
length, and being fbon wet through* weak 

fix)m 
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from want of proper relpiration, and half 
ftifled with the fumes of fulphur, began to 
hefitate whether we (hould proceed or not. 
Curiofity got the better of our fears, and we 
went on. Had I known what we fhould 
endure, I never could have attempted fo 
much as I did. I had no idea of the diffi- 
culty and danger attending fuch an under- 
taking, and only wonder that accidents are not 
more frequent among the miners, who run 
up and down thefe flippery places like lamp- 
lighters, finging and whiftling all the way. 

At about eighty fathoms depth we 
came to a vein of copper ore, where two 
ibrry wretches were bufied in the procefs of 
their miferable employment. With hardly 
room to move their bodies, in fulphureous 
air, wet to the fkin, and buried in the folid 
rock, thefe poor devils live and work for 
a pittance barely fufficient to keep them 
alive ; pecking out the hard ore by the 
glimmering of a fmall candle, whofe fcat- 
tered rays will hardly penetrate the thick 
darknefs of the place. Thofe who live on 
earth in affluence, and are continually mur- 
muring 
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muring fi>r additional comforts, would fiire- 
ly, if they law thefe fcenes, be happy with 
what they have. I took a pick-axe and 
worked^ and putting a finall piece of the 
ore in my pocket, ^^ This, faid I, (hall ienre 
as a memento of a leilbn I received in the 
bowels of the earth ; and may I think al* 
ways of the comforts of life, as I do at this 
moment." Proceeding in our deicent, we 
reached at length the bottom of the mine» 
and flood one hundred and thirty £ithom$ 
below the furface of the earth. 

Thus far we had feen a mine of copper, but 
in this place is contained a vein of tin alio, 
and a communication is dug from the copper 
to the tin. Through this we crawled upon 
our hands and knees, fometimes fprawling 
upon our bellies, over wheel-barrows and. 
flones, pick-axes and hammers. This we 
foimd was trifling, to that which we en- 
countered afterwards, for we crofled over 
into a rapid flream whofe waters rufhed 
abundandy over us, as we crawled along in 
a fpace jufl fufhcient to admit us upon all 
fours. Jeremy poured forth his ejacula- 
tions 
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tions, and concluding all was over wi& 
him^ vowed, ^^ If he efcaped this timet 
it fhould be his own fault if he was 
ever caught fb near the old gentleman 
again !" 

After you leave the furface, you no longer 
meet with clay or mould, but a hard fharp 
itoatt in which the loads of ore run. Thofe 
of copper and tin run from eaft to wefl^ 
thoie of lead from north to fbuth ; and this 
never varies, except now and then the mi-' 
ners meet with what they call crofs loades 
of ore, in contrary dirciftions. Thefe hardly 
ever extend far, and like the branches of a 
tree, generally terminate in a point. 

When the ore is dug, it is conveyed up 
in bafkets, through perpendicular fhafts, to 
the 'furface. The day we went down, it 
happened to be a holiday for the miners, 
of which they have many in the year, and of 
courfe very few were at work. Thefe ho- 
lidays they call grace Jays, by which they 
mean furface days, as they call the furface 

of 
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of the earth grace^ g^^fip <^ perhaps gr4^. 
It is very difficult to underftandi^dut they &j, 
and our captain, who kept bawlii^ oat his 
precaution all the way down, mi^t as well 
have held his peace, fince not one of us 
could comprehend a fyllable of his jai^gon. 

Working our way in a diredim fiom 
north to fouth, we came at laft to the fhafts 
of the tin mine. Here we faw, as before, 
two figures, that hardly wore the appear- 
ance of human beings, finging at their work. 
We found it exceedingly difficult to pay them 
a vifit, as we had to defcend by a fingle 
rope down a chafm, never broader than a 
chimney, until we reached the loadc where 
the miners were employed. The procefs 
is exadlly the fame as that uied in the cop- 
per mine, the only difference in either is 
in the colour of the ore. 

Having perfedly gratified our curiofity, 
and having wandered, until we were weary, 
among thefe difmal caverns we began toafcend 
again. Before we reached the top, I found 

myfelf 
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tnyfelf fo faint, I fhould not have been able 
to proceed^ had it not been for the water 
fixxn the (bam engine ; which although 
very difiigreeable in the beginning of our 
defcenty we found very refrefliing upon our 
return* It fells over every part of your 
bod^ like a fhower of rain, and when the 
heat of the mine combines with the fiimea 
of iiilphury to fatigue and opprefs you, is 
thcr only remedy that can be procured* 

A difierent paflage from that which we 
ufed in defcending, conducted us once more 
to ^ welcome fpedacle of day light; after 
having been upwards of four hours, from 
five in the evening until pad nine, buried 
in the bowels of the earth. I wifhed much 
fbme onfe of our acquaintance could have 
beheld us, as we appripached the light. I 
would have defied my own parents to have 
difcovered whofe child I was. It would take 
two dsys, at leail, to go over the whole of 
this mine, we were contented in having 
vifited the bottom of it. It is impoffible 
to deicribe the luxury one feels in breathing 
again the frefh air, and wafhing with cold 

O water. 
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water^ after thefe iubterranean excurfions. 
The heat of a mine is exceiBve, and the 
deeper you go, the warmer becomes the 
air. The miners are quite naked when en- 
gaged at their work, and they told me, that 
the change of climate, and the revolutions 
of winter and fununer, were not to be per- 
ceived at that great depth. 

]^y next vifit was dedicated to the (melt- 
ing houfes. I faw the piocefs by which 
the tin ore is rendered into folid metal. But 
as I have before treated upon this fubjed, 
any further explanation would not only be 
tedious, but needlefs. 

We were now entirely fatiated with fiib- 
terranean fcenery, and with all the won- 
ders of the Cornifli mines. Accordingly 
we broke up our encampment at Truro, 
and haftened by a road which extends fbuth 
weft from that town, to 

P E N R Y N. 

This is a neat pleafant place % the flreets 
3 arc 
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are in good order, decently paved, and the 
houfes are well built. The inhabitants 
appeared to be chiefly taken up v^ith the 
pilchard fifhery. They catch, cure, and 
export thefe fifh, and make them a very 
confiderable article of trade. The fea en- 
ters in a creek, and flows clofe to the towa. 
It has a good quay, and a commodious 
Cuilom-Houfe. The old flory of the ac- 
tors at Penryn, is known almofl to every 
one, but fince it is a remarkable circum- 
ftance^ I will not quit this article without 
relating it. 

In the reign of James the firfl, a 
company of flrolling players, at Penryn, 
were engaged one night, during a very late 
hour, in the reprefentation of a battle on 
the ffcige. They were juil fetting Sampfbn 
upon the. PhilifHnes, and founded their 
drums and trumpets upon the occafion. 
At this infknt, a party of Spaniards, 
who had privately landed the fame night, 
were marching to attack the town. Upon 
hearing the alarm, they apprehended a dif-* 
covery was made, and fled with precipita* 

O 2 tico 
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tion to their boats, firing only a fisw tbatSf 
by way of bravado. Thus were the townf- 
men delivered from an impending danger, 
by the accidental reprefentation of a play. 

We made a very fliort flay at Fearyn, 
and immediately after leaving it, proceeded 
to 

FALMOUTH. 

This celebrated fea port town is by £u: the 
mofl confiderable place in the county. Its 
fpacious harbour is not only conmiodious 
but fafe, having a deep channel, and a bold 
fhore,iecured fromahnoflaU winds by wind- 
ing creeks and rifing hills. It is but oflate 
years that this town has become well known i 
which is chiefly owing to its excellent har* 
hour having been made one of the ftations 
for the royal navy, and the packet boats 
failing from hence. For the defence of it 
Kjng Henry the Eighth ere£led two ftrong 
caftles, St. Maws fituated on the eaft fide, 
and Pendennis on the weft. The caftle of 

Pten- 
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Pcndennis is fituated on on eminencey form* 
ed by the fea into a Peninfula* It is large 
and weU fortified } the works having been 
conQderably augmented by Queen Eliza- 
beth. A garrifbn is ufually kept here ; in 
time of war always. It held out long for 
Charles the Firft, but after a clofe fiege 
was c(»npeUed to furrendertothe parliament 
forces* When we arrived at this place, the 
inhabitants were bufied in the Pilchard 
fifhery ; they carry on a very coniiderable 
trade in that article. From Falmouth a 
road extends in a fbuthem direction four- 
teen ixules to 

HELSTON. 

It is fituated on the river Low, and has a 
good harbour belonging to it, at which many 
of the tin ihips take in their lading. The 
town is populous, confifHng chiefly of four 
ftreets, which interfcdl each other in form 
of acrofs,like t^ofcinthe city of Chichefter, 
and througheach ftreet flows a flream of wa- 
ter. In the center of the town ftands the 

market 
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market place ; there is alio a Guildhall^ 
a neat church, the fteeple of which ferves 
for a fea mark. In the neighbourhood of 
Helfbon arq to be found many of thofe bar- 
rows which I mentioned before as forming 
a confpicuous figure. in the lift of Comifh 
antiquities. Such of thefe as have been 
opened afforded urns containing the bones, 
afhes, warlike inftruments, and reliques of 
the dead. In fome, however, there are jno 
urns, but in or near the centre are round or 
fquare pits, containing black greafy earth. 
In others there are neither urns nor little 
repofitories inftead of them, but human 
fkeletons, without any fign of their having 
paffed through the fire. 

In places where they were eafily colledled, 
the barrows are compofed of ftones, which 
are feldom larger than one foldier might 
eafily carry. In other places they were 
formed with earth. Befides thefe plain bar- 
rows, there are others which fliew greater 
art; they being furrounded with a fingle. 
row of ftones, forming the bafe, or with a 

ring 
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ring and fofle of earth. Many have a large 
flat ftone on the top, and fbme a pillar, with 
now and then an infcription, but oftener 
widiout. The barrows intended for private 
pcrfom, were placed near public roads ; but 
the iepulchres of common foldiers were ge« 
nerally on the field of battle. On Su 
AufUe'sDowns, in this county, the barrows 
lie fbmetimes two, three, and even feven in 
a ftrait line. Their (ize is various, but ge- 
nerally large, in proportion to the quality 
of the deceafed, or the vanity of the 
furvivors. 

This way of burying under tumuli, was fo 
univerfal, that it is not eafy to decide by what 
particular nation any barrow was erefted ; 
unleis fbme criterion within it determine 
the uncertainty. Thus we may form fome 
conjecture from the materials and workman- 
fhip of the urn, the cell that contains it, or 
fit)m coins, or inflruments of war or do- 
meftic life, which may accompany the 
bones. All conjcdures are vain, where thefe 

are 
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are wanting, or where no articles are finuid 
of a fimilar nature as a bafis for fuppc^tion. 
Ifp however, it be true, that the Saxons and 
the Danes had left oflFbuming their deadt 
befbre their arrival and fettlement in this 
ifland, we may then fafely conclude, that all 
the barrows in Cornwall, and perhapsinother 
parts of the Britifh Iflands, containing urns 
or afhes, muft be either Britifh or Roman. 
They cannot well be attributed to the Gre« 
cian of Phoenician traders, owing to tfadr 
diftance from the fea ; and of thdfe fiich as^ 
have no coins or pavements undemeadi, or 
elegance in the workmanfhip of the urns* 
or choice of materials in which the urns 
were made, or Roman camp, or Road, near, 
or in a line with them, were probably not 
Roman. It is indeed difficult to diftinguifh 
the Britifh barrows from thofe ereded by the 
Saxons and Danes ; yet fuch as contain hu- 
man ikeletons, are, for many reafbns^ mom 
likely to belong to the two laft nations thin 
thefirft. 



Wc 
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Wc proceeded, after leaving Helfton, by 
a road that leads north weft, through 

MARKET-JEW, 

a mean inconftderable place, little frequent- 
cd, and hardly worth the few words by 
which I have noticed it. As we approached 
Penzance, we were ftiddenly ftruck with one 
of the nnioft remarkable fpedacles in the 
whole county. 

We beheld a mountain in the middle of a 
beautiftil bay, fpreading its broad bafe upon 
the glafly waves, and extending its proud 
fummit high above the waters, with an air 
of unconmion dignity. It fhoots up abrupt- 
ly from the fea, and terminating in a point, 
prefents an objeft of uncommon grandeur. Its 
rugged fides are broke with rocks and preci- 
pices, difpla)ring a moft beautiful contraft 
to that pleafant profpedt of fields and villages 
which furround and enclofe the bay. As 
the fea ebbs and flows it is alternately 
either an ifland or peninfula. It is called 

P St. 
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St. Michael's Mount. At the top of it is 
a building reiembling a church, the ftM Qt 
Sir John St. Aubyn. The moft fkilfiil ar- 
chitedt could fcarcely plan a ftrudure which 
would better adorn the mountain, or be 
more adapted to the ihape of the hiU on 
which it ftands. The tower of the church 
is almoft in the middle of the whok build- 
ing, and rifes from the center of the moun- 
tain's bafe ; terminating the whole as a cone 
does a pyramid. The church, bells, and 
parapet walls, fpread themfelves round the 
tower, fo as to cover the area or fummit of 
the hill. Enlarging itfelf gradually from 
the building downwards, the hill fweUs in- 
to a bafe of a mile in circumference. It 
Hands near the center of a delightful piece 
of water, and making the moft remarkable 
figure in any part of its circuit, gives it the 
name of Mount's Bay. We vifited the exalted 
refidence of the Baronet before-mentioned, 
who may truly be faid to dwell — ** in the 
moon's neighbourhood." — It is remarkable 
on no other account but its ftupendous fitu- 
ation, which is fo very high, that ficom the 

tower 
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tower we could fee half acrofs the channel. 
Formerly it was ,ufcd as a garrifon and for- 
tified accordingly. Charles the Firft con- 
fined the Duke of Hamilton in this very 
place, who was afterwards releafed by the 
parliament forces. In earlier periods a pri- 
ory of Benedictine Monks flood here, found- 
ed by Edward the Confeflbr, and until the 
reign of Richard Coeur de Lion it ferved for 
the purpofes of religion only. 

At the bottom of the mount are docks 
for fhippingy &c. with a few fcattered 
houfeSy probably the refidence only of arti- 
ficers employed in building the fmall veflels 
which are made here. 

PENZANCE 

is the lafl town of any note weflward, to- 
wards the Land's End. This is a place of 
confiderable confequence in this part of the 
world. Its flreets are paved, its trade 
flourifhes, it is populous, and is the refidence 
of many Comifh gentlemen. We faw 

P 2 here 
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here a tin mine worked in the fcau It is 
fituated about half a mile from the fhore. 
The tin is found in a hard rock, and ap- 
pears in fmall black fpots mingled with the 
ftone. They are only able to work it five 
months in the year ; and we were tokl that 
during the laft feafbn the owners cleared 
five hundred pounds. They have a curioas 
cuflom of condu£ting their fifheries here, 
which I fhall relate exadly as I obferved 
it. 

I was walking one fine evening upon the 
walls, when I obferved a number of fea- 
faring men, gazing eameflly over the para- 
pets, as if watching with eageraefs the ap- 
proach of feme objedt at fea. I joined, 
them, and endeavoured to difcover whaC 
they were fo intent upon. For fome tim& 
I remained quite ignorant of the caufe of 
their watchfulnefs. At length a confiifed 
murmur among them directed my attention 
to a diflant part of the bay, and I beheld a 
thick black cloud fuddenly breaking thro' the 
green furface of the water, and as quickly 

dif. 
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difappearing. In an inflant they all 
ihoiited^ " A fchool ! a fchool !" and running 
to their boats^ immediately put out to fea. 
In a fhort time they returned fo laden with 
mackafel, that I concluded fome of their vef- 
fcls would certainly fink before they could 
difpoie of their cargo and bring it to land. 
It would wear an appearance of improbabi* 
lity if I was to mention the vaft draught of 
£fh that were taken that evening. I was 
informed that this frequently happened 
when they were fortunate enough to dif- 
cover a fchool, as they called it ; and that 
it would be perfectly needlefs to go out to 
fea> for the purpoie of taking mackarel, with- 
out this previous obfervation of their arrival. 
During the pilchard feaibn, they conduct 
thcir^ fifhery after the fame method; 
and when the happy intelligence is fpread, 
that a fchool is obferved> the bells are rung, 
bonfires lighted, feflivity reigns, and the in- 
habitants indulge themfelves in every de- 
monilration of joy. 

7 From 
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From Penzance we went to 

THE land's ENDy 

and flood upon the extreme point of that part 
of this ifland^ which, at the diftance of three 
hundred miles from the metropolis, extends 
fouth-weil into the fea. From this (pot you 
command at once the entrance to the great 
channel, and the Briftol channel. It is 
an aftonifhing fight* The mofl immenic 
rocks lie fcattered up and down, piled upon 
each other, as if the fables of old had been 
realized, and the giants of Etna had burfl 
from their fepulchres to heap thefe ponder- 
ous maffes, in horrible confufion, againfl the 
pillars of heaven^ — ^The fea, in vehemeot 
fury, dafhed its rough furges againfl their 
craggy fides, and difclofing the black vifages 
of at leafl a thoufand breakers, that frown- 
ed half-concealed among the waves, be- 
trayed the terrors of a place which had 
proved fo often fatal to the fhipwrecked 
mariner. The Iflands of Scilly appeared at 
a diflance through the thick gloom that en- 
veloped 
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velopcd them. The fea fowl fcreamed 
among the cliffs. The clouds were gather* 
ing up apace, and the wind, as it broke 
through the chaims of the rocks, in (hort 
convulfive blafls, predicted a terrible ftorm* 
It began already to howl, and the vaft fur- 
&ce of the ocean fwelled into a foam. I 
know not a fpedtacle more awful than a 
ftorm at fea, but if I wifhed to place a ipec- 
tator in a fpot, from which fuch a fcene 
would appear more terribly fublime than 
ufual^ it (hould be upon the ftupendous pro- 
montory which prefents itfelf in this re« 
mote comer of our iiland. 

Other things called off our attention from 
thefe (hiking objedls. We haflened from 
hence, and were conduced to the Logan 
Rock, an immenfe ftone of one hundred and 
fifty tons,poifedin foexaft and critical a man- 
ner upon another ftone below it, that it moves 
with the leaft touch. The rocking ftones, 
or logan ftones, as they are called in Corn- 
wall, are not peculiar to this county only ; 
other parts of our illand afford fimilar curio- 

fities 
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fities. Some of thefe are to be feen in tho 
north of England, and in difierent parts of 
Europe they have been found both natural 
and artificial. On the illand of St. Agnes, 
in Scilly, there is a very remarkable ftone of 
this kind. It is fupported by a rock which 
is ten feet fix inches high, forty-fevcn feet 
in circumference, and touches the ground 
with no more than half its bafe» The 
rocking flone refb on one point only, and 
is fb nicely poifed that two or three men 
can move it. It is eight feet fix inches 
high, and forty-feven in the girt, and has a 
large bafon eleven feet diameter, and three 
feet deep at top. I would recommend it to 
all travellers who vifit the Land's End, to 
make an excurfion among the Scilljr 
iflands,* We were pre vented by tempefluous 

wea- 

• There are about one hundred and forty-five iflands 
which go by this namcy all lying in a clufter, to the weft 
of Cornwall. They contain about one thoufand inhabitants. 
The Phcenicians traded here for tin," and fo great is the an- 
tiquity of their traffic in this way, that we find them men* 

tioned by thc.Greeb, under the title of Ka^^triflfigf or the 
tin iflands. The Latins called them StgdeUs^ SUHtut^ and 
Sibtres^ from whence came the Engliih words, Syttey, 
Sulleyt and Scilfy. 
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wesLther from having fo n^uch fatisfadtlqa^ 
TriAes would not have impede^ us;, li^ut as^, 
withpvi^ 4L ikilful pilot, it ^s at all times 4an^ 
gerous to explore thefe feas, during ftormy 
weather it becomes, ofcourie, impradlicablQ^: 
I have &id, that there are ftpnes of the k>gan 
ibrt fQ |)e met with ii^ qthpr places, but ^t 
the iame time I may venture to fay, from all 
I have ieen myfelf of that kind, or read, or 
hj^dof, I know not a more lingular one than 
tl^it which I am defcribipg. It ftands at 
CaiUe Treryn, a promontory, confiiling of 
three diflindl piles of rocks, near the fbuther-* 
moft point of the Land's End. On the 
wei^fra fide of the middle pile, in a very clp- 
vated fituation, lies this immenfe ftone, fo 
evenly poifed, as I have laid before, that a 
hand, nay a finger, may move it.* And 

Q^ what 

* Many of diefe logan ftones have bafons at the top of them, 
which receive the rain water ; alfo channels, conveying 
it from one to another, into a principal receptacle* It is 
fuppofed that the Druids made diefe bafons fubfervient to 
their purpofes when they predided future eventSi or tried 
the innocence of fufpeded criminals, by the mobility or 
fimmefs of the fbne. If they choCe that the logan (hould 

be 
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what IS ilill more fingular, not any forces 
however applied^ in any mechanical way^ 
Clan remove it from its prefent fituation. 

b6 ^tfily moved, no ait was required ; but if» on tbe oon* 
trary, it was their intention, then no limall d^ree offtcepgth 
{hould (Br it, they had only to fill one of the balons at tbe 
extremity with water, or rather, to ftop the opening at 
^hidi it diicharged itfelf, and permit it to remain fiUal; 
when this was e£fedled, their purpofe would be oompletelv 
anfwered ; for the center of gravity being thus removed to 
a confiderable diftance from the point where it was when 
the bafon was empty, it muft neceflarily fidlow, diat llie 
difficulty of moving it would be greatly increafed, and per* 
haps would then defy the influence of any human Ibice. 

Mr. Mafon, in his Caradbcus, ad ii, fcene 6, has introduced 
the very ceremony I am alluding to. — ^Modred, fpeakii^ 
6£ the Logan Rock, thus addrefleS' Vellinus and 
Elidunis— 



' ■ Thither youths 

Turn your aftonifhed eyes ; behold yon huge 
And unhewn fphere of living adamant, 
Which, poifed by magic, refb its central weight 
On yonder pointed rock : firm as it feems» 
Such is its ftrange and virtuous property, 
It moves obfequiousto the gentleft touch 
Of him whofe breaft is pure ;— but to a traitor. 
Though ev'n a gianf s prowds nerv'd his arm. 
It ftands asfizt as Snowdon— — — 



It 
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It was bn a holiday^ not long ago, that a 
vaft number of miners and peafants aflemr- 
bled together for the purpofe of hurling 
this prodigious rock into the fea. Every 
efibrC was exerted, and all their force 
applied to no purpofe. The vafl orb 
moved as if to mock their toil, but ilill 
retained its equilibrium. The people be- 
held it with aflonifhment ; they con- 
cluded it was retained by fuperaatural 
dgency, and returned venerating the flone. 

Thofe who are hereafter to vific this 

place, and have not yet beheld this almoft 

miraculous fpedacle, will rejoice that it 

ftill keeps its center, and refifts every effort 

to move it. Yet if it was to fall I much 

wifh to be a witnefs of its overthrow. So 
huge a mafs precipitated, like the ftone of 

Sifyphus, and rolling with prodigious ruin 

J&om precipice to precipice, over rocks into 

the fea, muft afford a very ftriking fp^- 

tade. The profpedts around it are very 

grand ; they wear a complexion fomething 

fimilar to idie fceneiy at the Land's J£nd. 

0^2 It 
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It is more dian pidurefquc — ^It is hcid — 
it is gigantic — it is awful ! 

There is a fingukrity even in the compos 
fition of the ftone both about this place and 
at the Land's End. It exaftiy reiembles 
die tin ore which is dug from the marine 
mine at Penzance. I am not fufficiendy 
. fkiHed in theie matters^ to £iy of ^at na^ 
ture the ftone is, but it contains a number of 
little black ipots, fo very like thofe of tin, 
that I immediately enquired of the miners» 
ivhy they did not convey it to the fineldng- 
lioufes. They aflured me it had not a grain 
of tin in its compofition ; — ^whether this is 
true or not^ I leave to be decided by tlibfe 
who are better verfed in thefe fubjeds, and 
morQ intereiled in fuch refearches. 

All the country about the Land's End, 
like the reft of Cornwall, is miferably bar- 
ren. The poor, as in the Ifle of Pordan^ 
chiefly bum horfe and cow dung ; and 1 4*- 
dare I faw, when I vifited the mine of PdU 
4eis^ an old woman hobbling after oUr hoffes 

in 
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in hopes of a little fuel from their excrement. 
The meaneft town ia Cornwall boails of its 
mayor and corporation. They relate a ftory 
of a cwporate town, which, upon fome great 
occaiion, had to fearch for its mayor, and 
£>imd him thatching a bam. The language 
of the ccAnmon people is a grofs mixture of 
the ancient Corniih with bad Englifh. It 
is neither one thing nor the other ; a kind 
of Olio, and often as incomprehenfible 
as the Erfe or the Celtic. In my way to 
the mines, I called one day at the cottage of 
an old woman, and aflced her to fhew me the 
way. Her reply to my enquiries was ab- 
rupt and brief— 

•* Nan !" 

I faid no more, concluding the poor 
woman was deaf, and was calling to her 
maid or daughter to anfwer me. After 
waiting fbme time in filence, and finding 
no one appeared, I myfelf, in a louder key, 
bawled out. Nan ! — At this the old woman 
was io frighted, fhe hobbled away as faft 

as 
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as fhe could> leaving me in fidl pofleffion 
of her cottage^ When I returned home, 
I told my tale^ and got laughed at for 
my ignorance. The poor woman Hud, 
Nan? a contradion of Anan, that is, 
•* What do you fay?" But any one ¥0tould 
have fuppofedy both from her tone of voice 
and her attitude^ that fhe was calling ta 
a third perfon to fet us right. 

m 

The Comifh tongue is a dialed of that, 
which till the Saxons came, was common 
to all Britain, and more anciently fpoken in 
Ireland and Gaul ; but the inhabitants of 
this iiland being driven into Wales and 
Cornwall, and from thence to Brittany in 
France, the fame language, for want of in- 
tercourfe, became difierently pronounced, 
fpoken, and written ; and in different de- 
grees mixed with other languages, fb that 
at this time the inhabitants of Cornwall and 
Wales, do not underfland each other. Un- 
til the time of Henry the Eighth, this lan- 
guage was fo generally fpoken in Cornwall^ 
that in the latter part of that King's reign, 

3 Ac 
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the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Com- 
mandments, were firft taught in the Cor- 
mfh tongue. After this the people of 
Cornwall, mixing gradually with the Eng- 
liih> their language declined, and it is now 
never ufcd in common converfation. In- 
deed fo difficult is it to meet with the pure 
Comiih, that a gentleman,* who made a 
tour through the country, in purfuit of it, 
found but one old woman, near ninety years 
of age, who could fpeak it, and but two 
other old women, who could underftand 
her. 

Taking our leave of the Land's-End, we 
returned through Penzance to 

REDRUTH, 

a town lying in the midfl of the mines, and 
made populous by the refbrt of the tinners. 
And from Redruth we came to 

ST. MICHAEL, 

a borough without a market, confifting of 
about thirty houfes, inhabited by poor peo- 
ple, 

* The Honourable Danes Barrmgtoo. 
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pie, who have neither trade nor privilege^ 
except that of fending two members to Par- 
liament. Weaiy with the unfertile fea- 
tures of Cornwall, we prefled fbrwacd to 
more pleaiing fcenes, and paiTed through 

ST. C OL u M B, 

a (mall market town, pleafantly fituated on 
the banks of a finall river, to 

BODMIN, 

a large borough town, confifting of one 
long ftreet, and formerly a place of more 
confequence than it is now. It has been 
eminently concerned in two rebellions. 
Perkin Warbeck collected his forces here, 
'till he thought himfelf in a condition to 
attack Exeter. And in the reign of Ed- 
ward the fixth, one Boyer, Mayor of Bod-- 
min, was put to death for his a<ftivity in 
aflifting an infurredion of the men of De- 
vonfliire and Cornwall. I mention this, 
merely to introduce the manner of his exe- 
cution. 
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tution^ which will ihew to what a pitch of 
cruelty men were carried^ even at fo late a 
period. 

Sir Anthony Kingfton, was Provoft 
Maribal of the King's army. This wretch, 
on his coming to Bodmin, fent orders to 
the Mayor, for a gibbet to be ered:ed in 
the ibeet, oppofite his own houie, by 
the next day at noon. At the fame time 
he ient his compliments^ letting him know 
that at that time he would dine with him^ 
in order to be prefent at the execution of 
fome rebels. The unfufpe<3ing Mayor 
obeyed the conmiand, and at the time ap- 
pointed, provided an entertainment for hi$ 
gueft. Kingllon put about the wine^ aj;i4 
when he observed the Mayor's fpirits wer^ 
exhikrtted, afked him if the gibbet w^ 
ready. Being told that it.was> Witha wan-t 
ton and diabolical iheer, he ordered him to 
be hanged upon it. Among other unhap^ 
py peribns, whoie miftaken zeal had drawn 
them into this rebellion, was a milier. 
This man's fervant had fuch an afiedtion, 

R for 
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for himy that hearing his mafter was to did^ 
'he generoufly came to Kingfion^ and in- 
treated to fufFer in his ftead. The horrid 
wretch coolly told him, in reply to his pe- 
tition, that fince he liked hanging fb well 
he fhould not be difappointed, and inftantly 
ordered them both to be tied up. We pal^ 
fed the night at Bodmin, and the next * 
morning pajQTed over the moil dreaiy coiin*^ 
try I ever faw, not excepting even the rood 
from Royilon to Cambridge^ until ^c 
came to 

LAUNCESTON; 

and in^ the neighbourhood of this town^ 
were pleafed to obferve again, the grateful 
vefHges of fertility and verdure. It is 
now populous, and the refidence of many 
families of rank. The ruins of the old 
CafUe form a fine objeA, as you enter from 
Bodmin. It was once a fortrefs of con- 
liderable flrength and importance, indeed 
in fbme meafure it might have been flyled 
the bulwark of the county. It is fituated 

on 
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on a rifing ground, about a mile and .a half 
fixmi the banks of the river Tamar. 



The lafl: place we vifited in Cornwall, 
was 

NEWPORT, 

I 

This town we pafled through after leaving 
Launcefton, which place it feems fb con- 
nected withy that one may be called the 
fuburbs of the other. Its privilege offend- 
ing two members to Parliament, is the only 
diitindion I know of, which prevents them 
from being included as one and the fame 
place. Soon after leaving Newport, we 
crofled over the Tamar, and re-entered De- 
vonihire. This river, which feparates the 
V^o counties, rifes about three miles fix)m 
the fea coafl, in Moor-Winllow, the moft 
northern parish of Cornwall. It iiTues from 
the fummit of a Moor, and receiving many 
finall ftreams in its courfe, after flowing 
forty miles in a direction nearly fouth, forms 
the harbour of Hamoze, and there making 

R 2 two 



I»4 TOUR TB&OOOH TBB 

two large creeks on the weft, St John^s 
and Millbrooky and one on the eaft, called 
Stonehoufe Creeks it £ills into the iea. 

As we left CornwaU^ the country began 
to wear a new face, and form a delightfiil 
contraft between die rugged afped: of a 
barren foil^ and the rich fcenery of Devon- 
(hire. We pailed through 

L IF TON, 

an inconiiderable town, yet almoft as much 
worth notice as 

OAKLHAMPTON, 

or Ockington, a place fupported entirely by 
its high road, and a finall manu&dory of 
ferge. As foon as we left this town, we 
verged towards the north part of the coun- 
ty, and quitting the Exeter turnpike, pro- 
ceeded over one of the worft roads we had 
yet encountered, in a poft chaife, with four 
horfes, whofe drivers told us, we might 

think 



dunk ourielves well off that they conde^ 
icended to condud us at all, and were drag- 
ged through 

HATHERL£I OH 



and 



TORRINGTON, 



to 



BAR N8 TAPL £. 

Hadierleigh gave birth to a very extraordi-* 
nary genius, one Jafper Mayne, an enunent 
poet and divine, of the feventeenth century. 
A legacy of this man's, to one of his do« 
meftics, may perhaps be thought worth 
relating. He had an dd and faithful fer- 
vanty who for many years had humoured all 
his mailer's caprices, and with great fide* 
lity had finoothed his pafiage to the grave. 
To this man he bequeathed a large trunk, 
suid on his death bed delivered the key, fay- 

3 iJ^g 
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ing, ^^ Stephen* my lad* take this ! it opens 
the trunk I have left for you* in which. you 
will find fbmething to make you drink* 
when I am no more !" The dodor's eyes 
were no fboner clofed* than his iervant pud 
a vifit to the trunk. The key was ap- 
plied* the lid opened* and diicovered* to 
the eager eyes of the aftonifhed valet* a red 
herring I 

At Bamflaple we faw the filk mills* a 
moft exquifite piece of mechanifin* by 
which means labour is rendered fo extreme- 
ly fimple* that boys and girls condud widi 
eafe* the chief part of the work. One 
wheel puts the whole in motion* and* what 
is admirable* any part may be flopped with- 
out difcompofing the refl. The procefs ap- 
peared to be merely as follows. The filk* 
as it is wound from the worms* appears of 
various colours* according to the difference 
of diet. In general* however* the filk re- 
ceives but two diftindt (hades* orange and 
white* for it does not often happen* that 
the fame colledion of worms are fed in a 

different 
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different way* Thefe colours are feparated, 
and wound upon reels j the reels are 
given to the fpinners, who, as they are or- 
tleredy unite for different purpofes two, 
three, or more threads together. It is theA 
carried to the laft room, where it is again 
wound into hanks, which are twifted up, 
XLtid packed off" to the looms, 

Bamftaple is a very neat refpedtable place. 
Its ftreets are well paved, and its houfes are 
of Jftone. It has a bridge of fixteen arches 
over the river Taw. Trade flourifhes a- 
tnong the inhabitants very rapidly, and its 
markets really appeared more crowded :han 
even thofe of Covent Garden, in the height- 
day of fpring. Xhe poet Gay, was born 
cither in Bamftaple, or very near it. He 
was educated at the fchool there, and from 
thence bound apprentice to a filk mercer in 
London. From Bamftaple we came to 

SOUTH MOLTON, 

richintheprodudlion of ferge, (halloon, &c. 
*tuid to neat 

TIVERTON, 



* « 
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TIVERTON, 

which^ excepting the city of Exeter, boaib 
of more popularity, more exteofive manu- 
factories in woollen, and alio of being Iar«> 
ger, than any of the inland towns in De-» 
vonfliire. But the greateft gloiy of Tiver- 
ton is the free fchool, founded by Peter 
Blondel, a clothier of this place. It main-- 
tains eight fcholars at the two Univerfities, 
which are eleded from it, and placed at 
Bahol College Oxford, and Sidney Col- 
lege Cambridge. Entering Somerfetfhireit 
a county abounding with plealing views, 
and peculiarly happy in its rich difplay of 
verdure and fertility, where agriculture 
feems to fmile among the trees, and pro-* 
mife its bleflings to induftry, we pro« 
ceeded on our journey through 

WELLINGTON, 

■ 

With its large church and little hofpital, its 
pots and its wool, and came at the end of 

a due 
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a fine evening, to the veiy handibme town 
of 

» 

TAUNTON, 

* 

This is one of the moft populous boroughs 
in the kingdom. The ftreets are fpacious 
and handibme, the inns good, the markets 
well fltpplied, and affording plenty of arti«^ 
cles ; in fhort, it offers a very inviting re- 
ception for all travellers of every denomina- 
tion. The manufadtorics employ many 
thoufand perfbns in the imbrication of all 
woollen fluffs, for the -weaving of which, 
eleven hundred looms have at one time 
been employed in this place. We flept at 
Taunton, and having fpent the chief part of 
the next morning in flrolling about the 
town, proceeded afterwards through 

BRTDGEWATER, 

a port fituated at the diflance of twelve 
miles fi-om the Briftol Channel, upon the 

S river 
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river Parnety fay which (hips of two hun- 
dred tons may come up to its key. It is 
one of the moft confiderable towns in the 
county, and carries on a very extenfive t^ade^ 
both foreign and domeftic« 



fC 
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There are three words &x you, reader, to 
chew up(Hi— what think you, are they mif^ 
applied. I have waded along, trudging 
manv a weary mik in fearch of amufement 
for you, and having dragged you through 
ieveral dull pages^ fet you down, at k^ to 
reft y ourfelf in 



w £ L L s« 



The fad: is, from the moment I left the 
Logan rock, until this hour, I have met 
with nothing worth writing about. But 
as I well know how inconfiftent it would 
be, with the ufual mode of travelling 
fcribblers, to bring you, by a fudden jerk, 
from the Land's End to the City of Wells, 
3 without 
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widiout beftowing a fyllable upon the places 
intervening, I contrived to hurry you, full 
(peed» through Redruth, St« Michael, St. 
Columb, Bodmin, Launcefton, Newport, 
Lifton, Oakhampton, Hatherleigh, Tor- 
rington, Bamflaple, South Molton, Tiver- 
ton, Wellington, Taunton, and Bridgewater, 
paving my way with a word here, and a 
remark there, merely to avoid a blank in my 
itinerary. Leaving you therefore in full 
view of the Cathedral, and at leifure to take 
breath, I fhall withdraw to my repofe, and 
hope to rife in the morning with fpirit to 
nfume my pen, and inclination to renew my 
converiation with you» 
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DON Jour/ dm i5r5«^«rr-*are you readj t^ 
proceed? Eb' bien I Ailom I 

» 
There are many things which occur in the 

progrefs of a tour, and which one ought 
to fee, not fo much for the pleafarcthe 
view of them affords, as for the fame of 
faying one has feen them* Of this num- 
ber, 1 tliink, is the Cathedral of Wells ; 
which, with all its antiquity, would not 
induce me to vifit that city, if it did not lay 
in the road to Bath. And yet fhould any 

one 
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one obferve, in a large company, that he 
had been at Wells, and did not vifit the 
Cathedral, four out of five would exclaim, 
*• Not fee the Cathedral ? Oh Goth! oh 
Vandal !" fo prevalent is the defire of boaft- 
ing that one has feen every thing. But 
however to prove that, in this inftance, I 
was neither a Goth nor a Vandal, it is ne- 
ceflary I fhould give fome account of what 
I really did fee. 

The fi-ont of this Cathedral, which has 
been built upwards of five hundred years, 
is the firft objeA which ftrikes the atten- 
tion. ' Such a profiifion of imagery, fuch an 
exuberant difplay of carved work, fo embo- 
died with cherubim and feraphim, mitre- 
dom and martyrdom, kings, demigods and 
devils, is a fpeftacle more unique, than I 
ever met with before, or ever defire to fee 
again. Thus much for its exterior, and of 
the interior little need be faid ; except that 
it is well fwept and white-wafhed, and con- 
tains a curious antique clock, and a painted 
window. The palace is reckoned one of 

the 
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the handfbmeft in the kingdom : it is for- 
tified with walls, and a moat. On the 
fbuth fide it wears very much the appear-- 
ance of a CafUe. The cloiders, adjoining 
to the church, are fpacious, and the Chap- 
ter-Houfe, like many other edifices of the 
iame nature, is a rotundum, fupported by 
one pillar in the middle. 

As for the founders of the Cathedral^ 
with all due reverence to that venerable 
part of our progenitors, who dedicated their 
devout labours to theie ancient monuments 
of their liberality and zeal, I pais over them 
with refpedlful brevity ; not fi'om any wil- 
fiil inattention of my own, but becauie *my 
readers, whofe intereft I moft covet upon 
theie occafions, will not be the better 
pleaied with me, for introducing to them 
his Majefty King Ina, or the right reverend 
Fitz Joceline, with a long account of that 
Monarch, who in the year {even hundred 
and four;) built the Cathedral, and his fuc-* 
cefibr, the Bifhop, who afterwards repaired 
it. 
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The Cathedral being fecn, nothing elfe 
renmns to detain trareUers. The ftreett 
cf Wells are broad, and the buildings rather 
handfotne than otherwife. But it would 
foe nugatory to hefitate a moment in de^ 
fcriptions of flreets or buildings, while we 
are in the vicinity of that pattern of al! 
neatnefi, that miftrefs of elegance, the 
city of 

BATH* 

* 

Its numerous vifitants were diipcrfcd when 

we arrired. Its parades were empty, and 

its throng removed* But although the fea- 

fon was over, for pleafure and diflipation, 

we had the more leifure to contemplate. 

Its edifices, its public rooms, its baths, its 

ftreets, are beyond any things the world can 

parallerof a fimilar nature. The fituation 

of the city, and the view, as you approach 

it, is delightful. A range of hills encircle 

it in the form of an amphitheatre, and in a 

tscautifiil valley, upon the banks of the 

Avon, ftands the city itfelf. I fhall not 

pre- 
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prefume to enter upon a minute detail of all 
its churches^ hofpitals, and cuftoms^ nor of 
its curiofitiesy whether ancient or modem. 
The few remarks I am enabled to make, 
will at all times be found fufficiently tri- 
fling. Such as they are, I wifh to con- 
fine them, in general, to fubjeds which are 
not quite {o well known as the hiftory of 
cities and towns. A place fo often defcribed 
as Bath, admits of no room for novelty. 
Abler hands have latisfied the world in this 
refpedl ; and* one's ear aches with hack- 
neyed fables of King Bladud, and his Icpro- 
fy, his hogs, and his fprings; and with dull 
old ftories of the good things which Beau 
Nafh faid to the ladies near a century ago. 

There is no doubt but that the city of 
Bath owes its origin entirely to its falubri- 
ous waters. From doubtful fources we de- 
rive a tradition, that long before the birth of 
our Saviour, and confequently before the 
coming of the Romans, its admirable hot 
fprings were celebrated for the cure of nu- 
merous difeafes. From theie uncertain 

accounts. 
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accounts, we form fome conjefture of 
the origin of Bath, and the difcovery of 
its iprings. However, very little is known 
with regard to thofe who firft found out the 
ufe of them, and that little is involved in 
ohfctsdty. This however, is certain, thit 
for ages paft, a vaft refort of people, whofe 
di£>rder8 could be either removed or alkf- 
viated by the waters, has been occafioned 
by them. Both the city of Bath, and the 
adjacent country abound with thefe (prings, 
which are both hot and cold. In fome 
places the hot and cold ariie very near each 
other ; in one place within two 3rards, and 
in others, within eight or nine of the main 
bath«. It is remarkable, that thefe hot 
iprings are always the i&me, for the longeft 
and heavieft rains neither make them dif-* 
enlarge more water, nor the dried feafons 
occaficm their difcharging lefs. Hence it 
is evident, that thefe waters are not diluted, 
and their mineral virtues weakened by rains ; 
neither are their virtues heightened, nor ii 
the water made ftronger by dry ^eather^ 



Of 
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Of thefe fprings, that called the cfo6 
bathj from a crofs former^ credbd in the 
middle of it. is of a gentle and moderatt 



wftrmth^ and a peribn may endure to ftay 
much longer in it than in any of theotfaers* 
It is enclofed with a wall, covered by James 
Lee, Earl of Marlborough ; on the fides of 
which are feats, and at the ends galleriei^ 
for muiic and iped^tors, under which are 
flips or rows of (mall drefling nx>ms, one of 
which ntf^es is for the gentlemen, and the 
other for the ladies ; who being dieflM in 
linen habits, go together into the waters-die 
Inen keeping on one iick, and the women 
on the other. In the middle is a marUe 
pillar, adorned with curious fculpdires, 
ereded at the expence of the Earl of Mel<- 
fort, in compliment to king James the 
fccond and his queen, and in memory of 
their meeting here. This bath fiBs in 
iixteen hours. 

* The hot bath, which is fo called from 
its being much hotter than the crofs bath, 
is fifty-eight feet and a half diftant £rom it. 

This 
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This bath has a well^ the water of whicb» 
not only fupplies its own purnp^ but is 
conveyed by pipes to the pump in the crofs 
badi, though the latter alio has t fpring^ 
whofe watei^ is milk warm. 

The king's bath» which 15 muc][^ the 
largefty is accommodated with many dref<- 
£ng places, fbme of which are appropriated 
to the men, and others to the women, hoQk 
of whom bathe in linen fhifis and drawers. 
There is here a fpring fo hot, that diey »,n 
<^liged to turnmoft of it away, for fear of 
heating the bath too much ; however, the 
heat of the hotteft fpring is not fufficient to 
harden an egg. Before this bath th^re is 
an handfome building, called the pump 
room» wdl known a« the re^t of fdl. thoie 
who meet to drink the Bath waters^ pr tp 
Cdc one another, or merely foi; the purpof^ 
of lounging^ 

I cannot be recoaciied to that mcd^ 
which is here purfued, of pouring down hot 
water by the quart, whether ia heaMi or 
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QOt. The pumpers aflure you» that it rifi^ 
from the very mouth of the ipring, and is 
conveyed to them by pipes, before it riches 
the bath. This may be all true, but fince 
we are (o much guided by the eye, in what 
we eat and drink, and fancied filth is almofl 
as bad as filth in reality, I think a better 
plan might be adopted, and one more ac- 
cordant to the delicate nerves of invalids, 
than the prefent mode of drinking the 
Bath waters ; fetting afide the indecency of 
expofing to public view, all ages and fcxcs, 
fmoaking pell-mell beneath the windows of 
the pump room. 

** So while little Tabby was walhing her rump, 
** The ladies kept drinking it oat of the pump**' 

A new edifice is however erecting, and 
I believe for the purpofe of a drinking 
room. This evil may then perhaps be 
remedied, which might be efFefted with 
the greateft eafe, as it is only altering the 
fituation of the windows. 

The Queen's Bath has no ipring of its 
own, but is fupplied by water from the 
king's. There 
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There is alfo a bath for thofe afflidpd 
with the leproiy, and none but thofe who 
have that difeafe^ or fome other of the fame 
nature are allowed to ufe it. The poor who 
bathe in it are fupported by the town, and 
by the contributions of thofe who enjoy the 
benefit of the other baths. It is made by 
die overflowing of the Crofs Bath. 

The feaibns for drinking the bath waters 
are the Spring and Autumn. The firfl be*- 
gins with April and ends in June« The 
Autumn ieafbn begins with September and 
continues till December. In the Spring, 
Bath is fi^quented chiefly by invalids, but 
in the Autumn, at leafl two thirds of the 
Company confifl of thofe who vifit this 
place for the pleafure it affords. Aniufe- 
ments of every kind are met with in abun^ 
dance, and in fome feafbns there have been 
no lefs than eight thoufand perfbns at Bath, 
befides its conflant inhabitants. 

The buildings in Bath have a degree of 
elegance which no other city can boafl. 

This 
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This is owing to the great plen^ of ilone 
which is found in the neighbourhood, with 
which the chief part of the city is built. It 
is* dug fixHn the quarries in Clartcm Downs, 
where the races are i^pt, and brought fiom 
thence by machines invented by that public 
fpirited, generous, and ingeniousman, whom 
Pope has immortalized in his ^^^Man of 
Rofs," and who will be remembered as long 
as Bath endures, for his liberal contributions 
to the fupport of that city, and for the relief 
of the poor. Mr. Allen gave all die flooe 
ufed in ereding the infirmary— a noble 
ihiiAure, capable of receiving one hundred 
and fifty patients, who are admitted from all 
parts of the kingdom. 

Among the edifices which add fo much to 
the beauty of Badi, is that elegant quadran^ 
called Queen's Square,enriched withccdumns 
andpilailersoftheCorinthiui order. On 
fide is a fine chapel, and in the center is 
obeliik feventy feet high, which, as the in— 
fcriptioa imports, was ereded by Ridianl- 
Kaib, Efq; in gntefiid remembrance of the^ 

honours 
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Ijodiourscotiierred on this city by die prkice 
and princefi of Wales, in die year 1736; 
wlien tfacy lodged in this fquare. In ^at 
near^the Abbey churchy called Omage 
Square^ is a monumental ftone, in compli- 
ment to the Prince of Orange^ who^e health 
was leflonMl by the Bath waters^ ended hy 
the fiune perfon. 



The new edifices, which compofe Queen's 
Square, Cfaaadois Buildings, the North and 
Soodi Ptasade, King's Mead Square, Gal-« 
lafW9Ly*% Buildings, and die Circus, (a npfale 
circk of magnificent buildings, faeautdfiilly 
Sronted with Aone, with a fine drculararea 
in die middie, encompa£ed with palt&des 
of iron) weie aU built after die plans of that 
oelebrated aicfaited: Mr« Wood. An inge- 
ak»s author, and one to whom lamindebt- 
ed for the greoteft part of this account of 
Bath, jchfisrve$ that it far exceeds London 
in itguhuaty of building, and in being pro-* 
portbnably a much finer city« ^ The mOft 
criticifipg eye/* &ys he, ^ mufl allow, that 
^. ^ Cincus is truly heautifiil, and jdrzia^ 
3 ** mented 



^ mented to that juft degree of deganoe,' 
V which, if I may be allowed the ezpiei^ 
*f fion, lies between profiifioa and fim- 
1* plicity/' 

' The Crefcent, an elegant femkiicular 
fange of buildings, would, if Bath .could 
boafl no other edifice worth our attentioiiy 
claim a particular fhare of admiratioQ. I 
do not know how far my tafte may be called 
in queftion, when I fay, I cannot but prefer 
the Crefcent to the Circus ; for fettingafide 
the pre-eminence it receives fit>m its fornix 
over the ftifif and formal cut of a circkt ita 
fituation, as fi'ohting a delightful proipdSt of 
a fine country, would alone induce me to. 
give it the preference. There is a famenefs 
in the Circus, which may not perhaps :6e 
perceived by thofc who view it merely as a 
fine piece of architedture, but mufl be felt hf 
others who are doomed to refide in it. The 
effed: is not fb in the Crefcent ; there is, to 
ufe an expreflion of Gray's, fbmething £> 
rus^in-urie-tyh in the whole of it, that I 
would chufe a houfe in that edifice, when 

com-^ 
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with ofie In the Circtts/ l/eith 
MB littie hefitation, as I wooti prefer apert* 
mmts in the front of Wilton Houfb, to the 
doll monaitic chambers iii the firft coart: of 
St. Johi^*6 College^ Qunbridge. 

- The Oithedral^ at Bath, is a fmaB, but 
noble ftmanre, and the itifide of th^ roof itf 
neady^pmxi^t. The Theatre is lai^ and 
el^ant In fhort^ die buildings of th£s cirf 
are flM^;nificent, and in a grand tafte ; the 
Ibeets are large, well paved, and clean ; the 
market place is fpacious and open; the 
groye, the fquares, and the "parades afibrd 
fhe moft agreeable promenades. 

- The remains of Romanmagnificence, their 
badis and ibdatorics, and many antique fpe-* 
cimens of very augufl ftru^bires, are fHlI vi^^^ 
fiWc. The wall with which the city was 
formerly furrounded, is itill eaiily traced. 
Thus Bath may be £ud to afibrd a univerial 
&ope for every thing that is defirable. The 
man of pleafure, may be here fatiated with 
amgfemcntj the philofopher,may analyze its 

U jCdu- 
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ialubrioiis iprings; the andqaariaiit ms^ 
puriiic his rdearches till he wearies himielf 
with conjedure; the man of letters^ wiO findL 
ample repofitories of genius; thepoettend* 
lefsfubjeds to exerdie his wit ; the paintpr^ 
may delineate the features c^ beantjrj or 
pourtray the luxuriant variety oflawi(hi|ict 
and>]aftofa]l^ the dejedted invalid^ luqf re-^ 
Aore to its wonted tenour the fbattoed fy£- 
tem of a broken conftitution^ and^ by nmf^. 
ing his debilitated nerves to their accuflom* 
ed tone^ revive his health and renovate his 
Qurits. 

About Bath, the country on each £de die 
Avon, is very hilly and uneven ; theie hills 
ferm a moft beautiful profped, although 
they are of little advantage to their poflfl£> 
£)rs, being neither fertile in herbage nor tim-r 
her. In general the foil coniifls of rocks, 
which lie near or quite up to the &rfiice« 
The fruitfulnefs of the vallies, however^en^ 
tirely makes amends for the barrennefs of 
the hills, and they are generally employed 
in pafture. 

There 
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There is perhaps no part of the world, 
letting afide the infernal purlieus of St. 
James's, where gaming is carried tb fb high 
a pitch as at Bath. This is owing;' in great 
meafuft, to that fwarm of dsmxms> V9ho on* 
^er tfaegeneral namtofilaci'iegSf or Jhar^enf 
infeft all places dP public amufemebt. In 
Bath one is never fecure fiom the infidiooa 
defigns of thefe indefatigable harpies. They 
wfettihe rooms, the promenades, nay, in-* 
confiflent as it may feem^ the very chttfches 
are not free from the profanation of theie 
i^min^ The highwayman, who openly 
demands his plunder, is a hero to reptiles 
ftu:h as theie. Whatis ourpolice ? Where 
are our tnagiftrates ? in the name of oqui^ 
and honour, why fleeps the rod of jufljce f 
when fooondrels with white hairs, J hnd a]« 
ttKxft fiiid, venerable villains, are fufitred to 
patrole our ilreets, arm in arm with>.the 
lower of our nobility, whom they pillage at 
dieir leifure, under the aflumed and^iecbus 
siafk of gentlemem 

« . . .' 
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Izy next 19 our route, a aty hag renowned 
fbr dirt fuxi commerce. Here the travoUer 
finds renewed all &e throng and bufile of 
the metropolis^ Bufy fiices^ crowded. 
ifatetSi; carts, coachies, fiik^e^ and noife^ re-* 
pre&nt jR> cxa^y the hurry and confiifton 
of I^ndont that it requires a veiy flight cx««. 
ertibnof the &ocy to imagine one's &lfai^£>«. 
lutd^ijofthe Stnmd# 






Afrj'jficft fight wc are apt to wonder 
why ;Bnftd poiTcfles the convetiknce of 
hackney coaches, and fo elegant a ciQr as 
Bath has no other mode of conv^ring itS: 
ifthahittnti bom place to plac^ but by (6^. 
dan dkairs ; a fubftttute fo very ixxkrior.- 
The reaibn foon prefents itfelf At Bath, 
^re $n few places in which a Coach 
can enter; its parades, its by*coiirta, and 
alliest in which many genteel fiimiliea 
refide, are fo formed that nothing of tl^ik. 
fort, except chairs^ can be admitted. 

BrifioS 
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BnOxA is no lefs than (even mfles in cir- 
cumference; it contains above thirteen 
thottiand houfes, and one hundred diouiand 
inhalHtants> It is fituated between two 
nvetSf the Avon, and the little river Frome. 
It is £ud to be partly in Gloucefterihire and 
partly in Somerfetfhire, becaufe it ftaiids 
upon the north and fouth fides of the Avon, 
but being a county of itfelf, it properly be-- 
longs to neither. Thefe parts of the city 
are conneded by a ftone bridge over the 
AvoD^ and the unconunon difplay of veflels, 
on each fide of this bridge, whofe mafts, like 
a crowded foreft, extend as far as the eye 
can reach, afibrd a convincing proof of 
the opulence of Briftol, and its dignity in 

tiade. 

The quay J$ one of the moft conunodious 
m England. It is half a mile in length, and 
it feeo thronged with merchants of all na- 
txns, ilnd laden with produdions from every 
quarter of the earth. 

The 
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■ The cathedral^ on the college green, is « 
Gothic ftrudure, adorned with the effigies 
of feveral of the kings of England. There 
IS nothing in the building worth nodce. 

Queen's Square, adorned with rows of 
trees, forms a pleaiing promenade, for the 
xutizens : In the center of it isan eqoeftriaii 
ftatue of King William the 



The manufadory of glafs is carried to a 
great extent in Briftol ; this a traveller will 
eafily jperceive from the vaft number (Scones 
which are feen fmoking in difier^t parts 
of the city. 

The royal exchange is worth feeing. * It is 
about two thirds as large as that in London, 
and is built in the fame manner. 

The theatre is a very good one ; I wifh I 
could fay as much of the performers. 
There is now and then one or two tolerable 
a£tors to be feen, who come fit>m London 
during the fununer, but in general the flag 



• OO.TH or. KN^^Alip,. ifcc I5K 

]& (applied with the ranters Scoax Bath^ who 
arci vciy iddiflferent aftors. 



One of the hackney coaches conducted us 
two ihort miles from Briftol to the 

HOT-WELLS. 

From:the houies on each fideof the road^ all 
the way, a perfbn would fuppofe it was 
merefy a continuation of the city ; but a 
veiy fhort reiidence proves that they are as 
diitinA and different as it is poffible for two 
places to be, which are fo near each other. 

The Hot- wells, like Bath,, has been 
finmed by the virtue of its fprings. The 
waters are not of the &xAt nature ; I believe 
they are ufed for very different purpofes, but 
as to the efiedt they are faid to produce, or 
the properties which diftinguifheach of thefe 
mineral fluids, it is not my prefent intention 
to determine. 

Of all the watering places in this king- 
dom, there is perhaps no ouf more pleafing 
3 than 
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dian the defightful village vibkh is htr^ 
formed for the reception of its vifitants. Its 
fcenery has more glowing colours, and I 
believe prefents bolder ftrokes of the/^ir* 
re/que, than can be found in any other part 
of England. The Avon winding tfaiough 
precipices^ whofe fides, almoft perpendicu- 
lar, fhoot up to a prodigious height^ inter* 
rupted and broken with rocks, ieems as if 
it bad ftole a paflage through one o[ thoie 
ftupendous chafms which nature leaves af- 
ter her moft violent revolutions. ThuSt im- 
mured as it were by an earthquake, it flows 
filently along, while trees which have finced 
their roots through the craggy interftices of 
its banks, wave their proud arms high abofe 
its fur£ice. 

The beautiful fbfiil, called Briftd Aone, 
abounds in great plenty upon the banks of 
the Avon and among the rocks in the neigh-* 
bourhood of the hot«wells« The hooies 
which have been built, for thofe Bunilies 
ivho refort to this place, are formed into & 
Village above the wells, which is called 

Cliffon. 
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Clifton. It is near this place that theie 
Aones are found in the greatefl quantity* 
Thoie dog from St. Vincent's Rocks, are of 
the ciyfbl kind; fome of them are perf<;^y 
clear and colourlefs, and others a little in^ 
clining to white ; but of thefe lail there are 
very few. They are naturally as well poli(h- 
ed as if they came from the hands of a la« 
pidaiy^ and many of them feem fit to be iet 
id rings without any further trouble, except 
that of ieparating them from each otheri 
They are found in large quantities, in the 
cracks of rocks, and cavities of flones, but 
chiefly in thofe of iron ore« The poor peo- 
ple, the wives of the labourers who dig the 
Hone for building the houfes at Clifton, and 
the (hops near the pump*room, all fell thefe 
flones. They will afk extravagant prices 
for good fpecimens of it, and the chief part 
of that which is the mofl common they fend 
away to embellifh grottos, for which pur-* 
pofc they are very proper, as they have a 
polifh that will laft for ever. 

Thefe flones rife in a great variety of 
forms in difierent placeis, and the clufters 

X of 



€^ tkem are yet more curiotts in AtirapfMw^ 
aoce. About Clifton tkey nftmble taUe 
diamonds, but where the pyramids ibnd 
upriglit th^ have the appearance of raft 
f^unonds. In ibme places alfb about Cltf- 
ton, wliere they are very imall, (hoft, and 
numeroasy diey have fi> muxj angles^ and 
the light is fo variouily refleAed^ that Aey 
appear like clufters of iinall briilianiay fet 
by a jeweller. In the neighbourhood of 
King's Wefton, the clufters riie li%h0r> 
and are more irregular^ yet have an 
ekgant appearance. Some ihoot up hke 
the hinder teeth of a calf^ and others 
like the fpires and turrets of cdd ca-i 
thedrals. In ibme there feem to be Ktde 
hairs, in others white ipecks, in many bub- 
bles of air, and in others drops of water. 
Thofe that are 'pure and clear, and ibch a 
are flightly tinged with colours, are exceed 
ing hard, and will bear a ftrong fire witlieu 
alteration; but thofe that are flawed^ 
otherwife imperfed, cannot bear this trkl^ 
for they will crack, or turn white in th^ 
fire* 

Wherever 
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Whei^ver there id a cmck between the 
QMd ^aits df a ftone^ or wfaererer th6re i^ a 
caVigf in a kdipof ore» thde cj^ftak art 16 
be fottiklk They gdoerdly adhere ta the 
rock or Ore at oiie tiad, but this is nOt H^ 
wajrtthe eafe, for fotac adhere to the ttohc 
ty one fide^ and thefd are {Jointed at both 
todk. They are dojnmonly compoibd (^ al 
columik o^ ftein ^ fix fidet, and termidfttd 
in a point like a pyrtmii that has alfo fiii 
fides. The fmall ones are tinged with va* 

riops coiottrs hiuch tiiore frequently than 
the larger. 

We dedicaltfd one mornings dtniit^ the 
time allotted foi* 6Uf cOnfirtUafice dt the hot- 
Wells^ for an expurfion to ICing's Weiflon • If 
any one fhould fucceed mt ih the rdiite I 
have taken, I would ftwh^ t«C(Xitttftttid a 
ride to this place. All that renders it worth 
Tifiting is the iincom(no6 b6au^ of fhe 
proipeds around it. On one fide, looking 
lowards Briftol and Bath^ <he e)re c06i«> 
mands an cxtcnfi ve faage over the nloft 
delightfml country 1^ imaginatkm ean 
conceive, cvitivated to the bigh^ de^ 

X 2 gree. 
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gree, and forming a rich difplay of 
every thing that can render a landfcape beau- 
tiful. By changing the fituatiofi, and look- 
ing ma contrary direftion, the Briitol chan- 
nel, the river Severn, and the oppofite (hores 
of Glamorganfhire, with all the ibuthem 
eoaft of Wales is presented at one view. I 
hardly know ib beautiful a fpot, nor do I- 
believe one can be found in England com- 
bining a greater varie^ of fcenery.— * 



4 . 



Strait mine eyahatb caught new pleafores, 
Whilft the hndfcape round it meafures ; 
Ruilet lawns, and fiallows grey. 
Where the nibbling flocks do ftray ; 
Moimtainsy on whole barren breaft, 
The lab*ring clouds do often reft ; 
Meadows trim, with daifies pied, 
>SliaIlow brooks, and rivers wide. 
Towers and battlements it fees 
Bofom*d high in tufted trees. 

Miltoo. 



f . 



The feafon for drinking the Briftol 
continues from April to September, durin 
which time this place is much frequented^-^ 
There is a very good pump-room, and th^ 
amufements are carried on upon the fame 
plan as at other watering places. 
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SECTION THE FOURTit 



\X7E now dircfted our courfc towards the 
Severn^ intending to crofs into Wales 
by the new ferry. Some officious friend fa- 
voured us with his advice upon this fubjed, 
and I was filly enough to be perfuaded it 
was good. Lefl others fhould be alfb mif- 
led, todjr by following our example, lofe the 
opportunity of feeing Tintem Abbey, with 
the gardens of Chepftow, I beg leave to in- 
fert a few lines of admonition. 

There arc two paflages over the Severn, one 
called the Aufl, the other the New Ferry* 
There is not a doubt but that the former is the 
proper paflage, and for the reafons I have 
mentioned; but as the tribe of innkeepers aiid 
3 pofHUions, 
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poftillions^ interefted in favour of each other^ 
employ all their ingenuity as beft fuits their 
own purpofes, I would caution every perfbn 
againft paying the leaft attention to any 
fchemo they dovifei and partio^JM^ib when 
it interferes with a plan already arrangedL 

JFrom iSM Hot- Wells we came through a 
beautiful country to the New-Paflage Houfe 
upon the banks of the Severn. There are 
Qo ibaall boats kept at this place ; but whea 
pafTengers arrive too late for the larger ifd^ 
felsy they light a bundle of ftraw, the imoke 
of wjjiich gives notice to the people on the 
oppofite (hore» that fome perfbns are waiting 
to crofs over. We took the opportunity of 
dining while this ceremony was going ^« 
ward, and beheld ftooi our window a charm- 
ing proiped of the Severn^ bordered with 
the rich paflures of Wales, whofe meadows, 
rifing from the banks of the river, preient a 
diftant but inviting ipecimen of the country, 
y pon the fhore we found vafl numbers of 
beautiful white pebbles^ apparently a ipecics 
of alabafter, which fdenM to abound in this 
country. We wer« told that the inhabitsmts 

of 
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of Worcefter convey away large quoniitbt 
of theie pebblm, wfakh are ufkd in theiriQa« 
AufiiiAc^s of China vr$n. 

Our iMMt ibon cxiade its appearance 
naaaed with four flout rowtBrt, wlip con^ 
^uded us three miles acrofs this beautiful 
piece of water, which, although as yellow as 
die Avon at Briftol, neverthelefs like that 
fiver prefents inch beautiful fpenery on each 
fide of itt that unmindfiil of its colour wu 
glide over its muddy waters with delight. 

Landii^ at a place called Black Rock, 
W€ entned the county of Monmouth, and 
fimned no bad pre£ige of the cleanlineis sind 
CQOifiirt of theie Cambroi^Britons from tha 
09atnei< of our inn, and the homely hof})i« 
Ijsblfi deportment of our landlady .^-^ut as if 
will happen, that the manager of travelling 
cacurfions mufl now and then call off his at^^^ 
tention from the furrounding fcenes^ to con-^ 
template things of lefs importance, jfi> I 
feund at this place, that, if I regarded tho 
&lety of our luggage, I muft depend more 
upon my own difcretion, and not fb much 

upon 
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upon the bewildered brain of our blunder* 
ing valet. To him all was furpriie and 
amazement. Every new fcene opened a 
new iyftem of gaping and enquiry, and ]a& 
9s he was among the wonders around Jhim, 
we mig^t have deemed him a ludgr^mor* 
tal in having been fo fortunate as to re- 
tain his head upon his fhoulders. 

Our drefling-cafe contained numberleis 
little neceflariesj without which it would 
not be eafy to pnx:eed. I had often cau- 
tioned him againft dropping this box and 
ourtrunk from his lift of mementos, and had 
as often been afliired that nothing was more 
impoffible as he bad nothing elfe to think tf. 
However, at landing, we wi(hed to get oui — 
flutes out of the trunk* " Well, Jercmy^^ 
where is the key?" " In the dreffing^ 
cafe." " And where is the dreffing cafc?'*^ 
With a moft profound fhake of his head, 
thrufling both his hands into his breeches 
pockets, then into his coat, then into his 
waiftcoat, he caft a look of fcrutiny towards 
the boat, and from the boat over the river 

to 
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to the oppofite fhore, and fiom thence> in a 
direfk line towards Briftol^ then back to the 
inn where we dined, and from the inn to the 
boat again, bi^aking out at kft with a moil 
]ntiful exclamation, ^' By Jingo» the drefling 
caie r* recollecting that it was exsudly eleven 
miles on the other fide the water, ftanding 
upon a little fquare table in the cloiet ad«- 
joining my bed room it the Hot- Wells. 

The paflage over the Severn is, £rom the 
great rapidity of that river, rendered often 
implea£mt and fometimes dangerous. The 
number of fand banks, and fharp black rocks, 
^Bdiich are difperfed in different places, make 
it neceflSuy to have a good pibt upon theie 
occafions. Our landlady entertained uf» 
at lupper, with the flory of a melancholy 
accident that happened, a few years ago, to a 
party who were endeavouring to crois the 
Severn at a time when the weather was un« 
£ivourable. 

A fudden gufl of wind took ofF the hat 
of a gentleman, and conveyed it away, in an 

Y oppofite 
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oppofite diredion, when the boat was half 
way over. The gentleman infifted that 
the waterman fhould put about and endea« 
vour to recover it. They affured him that 
it was as much as their lives were worth to 
rifk fuch an attempt. The other paflengers 
remonftrated with him; but in vain ; the 
gentleman continued iiiflexible, and finding 
all his entreaties were to no purpofe, he fud* 
denly feized the helm, and endeavoured to 
turn the boat. In the ftruggle this occa- 
iionedy thb helm got a wrong twift, and the 
boat inilantly filled and went to the bottom. 
The hat was afterwards found, when it ap^ 
peared that the owner had cogent reaibns for 
his inconfiderate condud, as feveral bills 
were fccreted in the lining of it. 

Various other accidents have been occa- 
iioned in this paiTage ; fome, from the dif- 
turbance arifing in thefe veflels when cattle 
are unmanageable, others, fron^ the igno^ 
ranee of the watermen who undertake the 
guidance of the pailage boats, and many, 
from the turbulence of the paflage itfelf, 

which 
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which is often greater than one would ex- 
pert to meet with in a place of this nature. 

•The next morning, bending our courie 
weftward towards Milfbrd haven, we came 
to a piece of Roman antiquity, about two 
miles from Black Rock. It is a curious 
tefielated pavement, and is fituated in the 
middle of an orchard, in the little village of 

CAERWENT. 

This Mdfaic pavement is a remarkable 
fpecimen of Roman elegance ; and from its 
high ftate of prefervation, ought by no 
means to be negledled by thofe who wifh 
to notice things worthy of obfervation.* 

Y 2 Ala. 

* Mr. Wyndham thus fpeaks of this Mofaic pavema^t» 
in his tour through Monmouthfhire and Wales.—'* The 
** original level is perfedlly preferved, and fcarcely a ftone 
'* is miffing from it. If we coniider this uncommon pre- 
'* fervation* added to the exadnefs and elegance of the 
compoiition, I (hall not be afraid to afTcrt^ that this 
antiquity need not to yield the palm to any teflTdated 
'* work that has been difcovered^ either on this>oronthe 
'' other fide of the Alps. In my ownopinioQj it is equal 
^' to thofe beai^tifoi pavements^ which are fo carefully pre- 
<< fcrvcd in the palace of the King of Naples at Portici.'* 
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A labourer^ about feven years ago» was 
digging a hole in the orchard for the purpodfe 
of planting an apple tree. About twelve 
inches below the furface of the earth he 
met with this pavement, and, aflomflied at 
the circumftance, communicated the diA 
covery to the owner of the eftate. Fortu-^- 
nately for the curious the proprietor^ hap« 
pened to be a man of tafte, andpoiiefled too 
great a regard for the works of his fore* 
£ithers to deffaroy £o precious a relic for the 
fake of a pippin. The ground was cleared 
away, the rubbifh removed, and a fhed ered- 
ed over the place, to defend it from the in« 
juries of the weather and the plundering 
curiofity of the common people. It is well 
fb much precaution was ufed, or, like the 
brazen plate at Stonehenge, we fhould have 
heard of the difcovery and deilrudtion of it 
at the fame inflant of time. 

It appears to have been the floor of fbme 
magnificent apartment belong to the Ro-- 

mansi 

f Hx. Lewis, oT Chepftow. 
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nuuis^ and in the pattern of the workman- 
ihip is not very unlike one of our Axminfter 
carpets. It is compofed of iinall cubic 
pieces of Aone» or marble» none of which are 
largor than common dies. They confift of 
ibur colours^ blue, white, red, and yellow; 
which are varied and difpofed according to 
the pattern of the pavement. The difcovery 
of this piece of antiquity has induced the poor 
villagers to make further refearches, and ac- 
cordingly they have dug from their gardens^ 
their fields, and the banks of the public road, 
a numiber of copper coins, with now and 
then a few fquare tiles, ornamented with an- 
tique figures and Roman infcriptions. I 
made enquiry after thefe, and with difficulty 
procured about thirteen fmall pieces, which, 
although apparently of lefs value than an 
Englifh farthing, they had already learned to 
appreciate with all the fpirit of antiquarians. 

Caerwent, akhough now an obfcure mi- 
ferable village, was a confiderable flation 
during the periods of Roman greatnefs. 
Until lately it had nothing but the fragments 

of 
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of its ancient walls to manifcft. its former 
magnificence. 

As for the xra, in which this pavement 
originated^ we may reafonably conclude that 
.it was made during the time Agricola com- 
manded in Britain. From Tacitus wc learn 
that he was the firft general, who, by in- 
troducing the luxuries and refinements of 
Rome, endeavoured to meliorate the £ivage 
manners of the ancient Britons. 

In the neighbourhood of Caerwent, the 
traveller begins to obferve the features of 
that delightful fcenery which fo flrongly 
marks the landfcapes in South Wales. The 
country becomes inexpreilibly beautifuli 
adorned with culture, and diverfified with 
vegetation. We left Caerleon on our righti 
and pafied on to 

NEWPORT; 

not from any wilful negleft on our fide, but 
becaufe we were ignorant, at that time, of 

3 its 
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its poffeffing any curiolSty whatever. This 
was owing to our want of a proper gaide 
through the country. Mr. Wyndham's 
excellent account of his tour is become 
exceedingly fcarce ; we were not able to 
procure even a fight of it^ at the connmence- 
ment of our tour, nor was it until our 
return to London, that we were fortunate 
eflfougfa'to meet with it, when, after much 
difficulty, and more entreaty, we obtained a 
copy of that valuable work. 

Caerleon was once a Roman city of great 
fame, and confiderable eminence. Many 
remains of its ancient magnificence are flill 
extant. As it lies fo contiguous to the 
routib every one fhould purfue, in a journey 
through South Wales, and is remarkable for 
its antiquities, I would caution all thofe 
who come after me, againft fuch an omif- 
iion as ours. I cannot help wifhing, upon 
thefe occafions, that a word or two was 
^ded, now and then, to the finger board of 
a direi^ing poft, fignifying, that fuch and 
Xuch things were to be feen by turjiing to 

the 
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the right or to the left. Surely this is 
worth the attention of a pariih officer^ when 
he coniiders» what no peribn of his ftamp 
deem beneath their notice> that by this 
means will be occafioned an influx of money 
within the fphere of his own prer€)gatiire— 
But to return. 

Newport is a town of fbme confequence 
in this part of the world. We met with 
two things here for the firil time; the 
natives fpeaking Welfh in common conver- 
fation, and that delicious fiih the Sewm, 
which is not found any where but in Wales, 
and which the inhabitants are very proud 
of. The fewin is exadJy like a large trout, 
and I believe differs from that fi{h only in its 
fuperior flavour. At firft I concluded that 
it was young falmon, which they were fo 
fond of fending to our table^ but wzs foon 
convinced of my miftake, by finding the 
fewin mentioned, as the peculiar pride of 
this part of Wales, by one of our eariy 
Englifh writers.* 

* Oaaiel de Foe. 

Newport 
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Newport is fituated upon the banks of 
idie Uiky and has over that river a Wooden 
bridge, of fuch a ftupendous height^ that 
no one can pafs it without fear. It is 
floored with boards, that are all left loofe, on 
account of the immenfe fwell which fome- 
times takes place in this river, when it rifes 
to the height of fixty or feventy feet, and 
would blow up the bridge, if this precau- 
tion was not ufed, of leaving the boards 
un£dlened. 

The fhell of the old caftle, with which 
Newport was formerly ftrengthened, is 
almoft entire ; it ftands on the brink of the 
river. 

Wc proceeded from Newport to 

CAERDIPF, ♦ 

* After leaving Newport, the traveller will vSe hit 

o«m diicretion, whether or not it is more expedient tQ 

make a circuit by the caftle of Caerphilly, and the Pont* 

y-Pridd, ending afterwards at CaerdifF, or to purfoe th^ 

loote we followed, by going from Newport to Caerdiff,and 

making it the amofement of one day> daring his ftay 

thcrej, to vifit thofe places. 

Z the 



the Itf geft t^wn betwen th? pftfl«ge pver 
the Seyem wd Swunfea. It is iku9(ed o« 
»A<xteafive flat^ near thfs mouth (^ (he 
Taeffe, and, as a W«l(h town, ^ hotii 
hax)dfome and populous . But wh9$ rpodcrr^ 
Ca^rdiff* a place of importance to travcllcri 
i^, its fine old caftle, the propfjty pf the 
Mountftuarts^ who, by marrying a bragch q£ 
the Windibr &mily, became po^iTed of a 
tuifobipr of thefe Wel/h ruins. 

It was in this fortrefs that Robert, the 
ddeft fbn of William the ConqueroTt fuf- 
fered twenty-fix years of imprifontnenC 
After numberlefs viciflitudes, this unfortu- 
nate prince was cail into confinement, by 
Henry the firft; and afterwards William the 
fecond, determined to equal his brother 
Henry in unnatural cruelty to Robert, de- 
prived him of his eyes. We were intro- 
duced to the black tower, and faw the very 
dungeon in which he lingered out his days. 

Lord Mountfluart is now employed in fit- 
ting up a great part of the caftle for the re- 
ception 



ceptiofi of his fiunily > and, from the appear-^ 
adce it already inakes, this antique ftradure 
protoMcs to become a ibagiiificeiit abode. 

A fiibterranean paflage^ the old bugbear 
of all caftles, is faid to continue frotn thia 
|>Iaire to a priory at {btn/c difbuice^ and^ 
what add«d a little to the veraci^ of the 
ftorji the pefibn who condad:cd aa oVir 
the minSf afibred tnt^ that he had ventured 
to explore it himfelf, as far di be coidd 
proceed, but that finding his candle go out, 
Aid the damps become elceffite, he rcitthi* 
ed| abd fince that time, the eittranee haa 
hten buried with rubbiib* 

Making an e^^curfion from Caerdiff hxto 
the more interior parts of Wales, we cahHl t9 

CAERPRYII* 

a towfi coiiMifig of « few ftraggling obt- 

rude atd hsatcn 6Ats haivt tux t taitk of 

Z s . calthradoa. 
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cultivation. About t¥ro miles before we 
reached this place, aicending the fiunmit of 
CHie of thefe hiDs, we were amuied with a 
fine proipe^ extending as &r as the eye 
cooM reach ; and which our driver aflured 
us, as they always do of a fine fight, 
was not to be equalled in Wales. The 
point of view is under the broad arms of an 
aih tree, where ibme old Briton has invi- 
tingly ccmftruded a turf &at, for the bene* 
fit of travellers. 



The grand objeds, although di(hnt<mes, 
are, the Briftol Channel winding to the 
right as &r as Swaniea, where it opens to 
the Irifh iea, and the oppofite fhores of 
Someriet and Devon. In an extenfive 
vale below, the town of Caerdiff, with its 
cafUe, and all the country around it, 
ipreads before the view. 

Caerphyli affords one folitary alehoufe for 
the accommodation of flrangers. It feems 
almofl improper to dignify this place with the 
name of a town i it refembles more the irre- 
gular 
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gular aflcmblage of huts, which one would 
exped to meet with among the hottentots, or 
a body of the wild Tartars. The arrival 
oif a poil chaife fpreads confternation among 
the inhabitants ; they aiTemble together un« 
eafy and aftonifhed, and demand of each 
other in a volley of gutturals, whether the 
Pope or the French are coming among them. 

But fince it is neither to fee the town 
of Caerphyli, nor to alarm the natives, that 
ftrangers penetrate thefe remote wilds, the 
condition of the former, or the apprehen-« 
fions of the latter, are little to the purpofe. 
They will find here a curiofity that will 
amply compenfate for bad roads and worfe 
accommodations • 

The caftle of Caerphyli, is another of the 
antique edifices belonging to the Mount- 
ftuarts. It is efteemed as being the largeft 
caflellate ruin in Europe; and is faid to have 
been built four hundred years before the 
birth of Chriil. I am inclined to doubt the 
latter part of this intelligence, as it is found- 
ed 



174 T01T& THROUGH TAt 

• 

ed fblely upon conjedhirc. A diffcovcry I 
made myfelf, wfll prove the great intiquifj^ 
of the cafUe, although it will throw very 
little light upon the origin of it. 

Lord Mountftuart has frequcndy cnorploy- 
cd labourers to dig in diiFerent parts of the 
cafUe^ in hopes of finding coins, or fome 
other relics of antiquity. The guide, whofe 
bufinefs it is to (hew ftrangers the caftle, 
told me, this had always been done to no 
purpofe. I faid I was not furprifed at it; 
iince it is almoft impoflible for an ignOfadC 
labourer to dilHnguifh any thing of this ibrt 
from the rubbifli he throws away. The old 
Welfhman would not allow this, and re- 
plied with fome tartnefs, " PTiaf, hur think 
poor people fuch fools y hur not tell monies frtm 
dirt? Dirt very common — monies very fear ce.^-- 
Got plefs bur ! not fo fcarce but hur knolos 
monies when hur fees it^ inteedV^ This was 
exadly what I fufpefted — they dig for a 
Roman obolus with the fame impatience 
which they would feel in fearching for a 
heap of Englifh gold frefh from the mint. 
3 Unlefs 
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Unlefe they fee fomething rife from the 
fpjuie^ glittering and fine, away goes the reft, 
with a Got plefs hur^ dis is not monies^ 'tis 
dirt I A? » proof of this, I produced fbme 
of the coins I had collefted at Caerwent, 
ajid laying them on a heap of new mould 
aodrubbifh, which the labourers had thrown 
up in their refearches, afked the keeper of 
the caftle^ if he perceived any thing worth 
ta^g notice ' of ? " No^ bur fees nothing^ 
but dirt"' " Not fee any thing, faid I, 
why thefe are the very coins your mafter 
has ordered you to fearch for." " Odd 
livingy* faid the old man, " What be they 
^ines — why bur has got one othiy^ and 
bere it isV\ Upon this he produced a fmall 
R6man copper coin, which he faid had been 
dug up, about two months before, in one of 
the courts of the caftle. I wiflied very 
niuch to obtain it, but finding that it was 
one of the long fought 9^inesy the old man 
would fooner have parted with his life; 
although, five minutes before, he hefitated 
'whether, or not, he fhould refign it to tjie 
rubbifli among which he found it. I per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded him, however, to let me take the 
imprcffion in wax, but from the very im- 
perfeA ftate' of the coin itielf, I camiot 
hazard a conjefhire as to the date of it. 

I think this circumftance may be allowed 
to pafs as a proof of the antiquity of Caer- 
phyli caftle ; for fuppofing this fpecies of 
coin to have been current no longer than the 
Romans were in Britain, this edifice muft 
have been in its vigour before the year three 
hundred and eighty-eight, as they left this 
ifland a fhort time before that period. 

The caftle of Caerphyli is two miles in 
circumference. It had formerly thirteen 
drawbridges, and as many towers, and feems 
to have been a moft admirable fortrefs. 

But that which renders it peculiarly re- 
markable is a tower, which, either from ac- 
cidental decay, or from the fhock of an earth* 
quake, has been feparated from the main 
wall, and impends eleven feet from its bafe. 
This is efteemed as great a curiofity as the 

celc- 



celebrated leaning tower of Pifa, in Italy. 
Mr. Wyndham is of opinion that part of 
the prefent building was conftrudted in the 
year 1221 ; the ancient caflle having been 
razed in 1217. The moft noble part of the 
ruins is included within the inner moat. 
The hall ftrikes the fpedator with aftonifh-- 
ment ; excepting only the roof> it ftill con- 
tinues perfeA. It is nearly a double ctlbe 
of thirty-five feet aiid a half, the length is 
fcventy-three feet, and the height, before 
the floor became covered with earth and 
rubbifh, was thirty-five feet. Its beautifiil 
Gothic windows, its cluftered flying pillars, 
which projedt from different fides of the 
room, and from which fprang the Vaulted 
arch of its roof, give an uncommon charm to 
diat juftnefs of proportion for which it is fo 
celebrated. 

The Englifh language is as little under- 
ftood at Caerphyli, as among the moun- 
tains of Merioneth. We found but one 
perlbn in the whole place who could fpeak 
il, and of his fluency I have given a fpeci- 

Aa men. 



ipen, for it was no other than the keeper of 
the cafUe, the indefatigable ^ine^CoUe^ar 
lor LfOrd Mounftuart. 

When we had concluded our walk amcmg 
the ruinsj and finished a dinner of three 
courfes, eggs^ bacon^ and cheefej^ we purfued 
our route to the 
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that beautiful bridge^ which attra<35 the 
notice and wonder of every body^ and which 
Europe^ nay the whole world cannot pa^ 
ralleL 

It is compofed of a fingle arch^ thrown 
over the TaefFe in the lighted manner pof- 
fible. This arch is the fegment of a circle^ 
whofe chord is 1 40 feet. It was built by a 
methodifl preacher^ one William Edwards, 
a common mafon of Glamorganihire. Thi^ 
];nan flipulated with the county^ and for a 
ftated fum undertook to ere^ a bridge at 
this place acrols the river Tacffc. Thf: 
3 under-* 
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undertaking was hazardous in the extreme, 
as the great rapidity and violent force of that 
river had hitherto put a ftop to every pro- 
ceeding of that nature, and had carried every 
thing before it. Notwithflanding all thefe 
diffiQulties, Edwards finifhed his firft work, 
and creded a bridge of three arches. This 
wasoffhort duration; the ground, in which 
the foundation was laid,prqved unfavourable, 
and foon convinced the architcft, that, even 
if the floods fpared his work, the inftability 
of its bafe wotild foon be the caufe of its fall. 
The work was fcarce finifhed ere the rains 
came, the river fwelled, and overwhelming 
every obflacle to its fury, fwept away the 
bridge. Edwards, undaunted by difappoint- 
ment, beheld with compofure the remnant 
of his labours, and perceiving how nitUe it 
was to oppofe any work againft the prodigi- 
ous violence of the TaefFe, firft conceived 
the noble defign of throwing a fingle arch 
over this ungovernable ftream. This he 
accordingly compleated ; birt the crown of 
the arch being very light and thin, was 
quickly forced upwards by the heavy pref- 

A a 2 furc 
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fure of the hutments, which were nccefla- 
rily loaded with an immenfe quantity of 
earth, that the afcent of the bridge might 
be pra<5ticable. 

. Undifinayed by repeated ill fuccefs, Ed- 
wards renewed his labours with additional 
vigour, and boldly dared to improve upon 
his work by the execution oi z chef d' auvre 
\s\ architedlure. He removed a large fharc 
of weight from the hutments, and con- 
fiderably leiTened the remaining preffure by 
forming through each of them three cylin- 
drical tunnels, fiy this means his purpofe 
was completely effeded; the tunnels anfwcr 
all the end propofed in them, and add a 
lightnefs ^nd elegance to the ftrudlure, 
which {bems fufpended in the air above the 
reach of the moil violent floods, and bids 
defiance to the utmofl rapidity of t}ie 
river. 

If the artiik of remoter periods had left 
the remains of fuch an arch to be dif- 
covered by modern amateurs, what a iu(s 

would 
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would have been excited to afcertain the 
architect ! What volumes would have been 
written by contending parties, to determine 
the time of the builder, and ftamp the sera 
of his labours ! Prodigious Bruce might 
have added one more volume to his mafs of 
lies, and curfed the prefs'with new lumber 
to prove the credulity of his countrymen. 
The luminous hiftorian^ whofe afFedted pen 
hath glittered through *' the dim light of 
legend and tradition, of conjecture and 
etymology,*' whofe eafy tranfitions from 
every topic, however diftant, to his fovourite 
creed, have alarmed, but not convinced, 
mankind, might from fuch a relic deduce a 
new fyftem of infidelity, fome more inge- 
nious libel upon Chrjftianity. 

It is foreign to my prefent purpofe, or 
elfe, perhaps, it would be amufing to trace, 
even in imagination, the various and difcor- 
dant opinions .which might arife, if the re- 
mains of fuch a work had been difcovered 
among the ruins of Greece or Rome, but 
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** Virtutem incolamim odimus*'^ 

The Cambrian architect emerged from his 
native mountains, left this monument of his 
exquifite tafte and genius to vie with the 
fineA works of antiquity, and then retired, 
unnoticed and unknown, to his former ob- 
fcurity. * 

As I fear the reader is already fufiicient^ 
ly fatiated with my encomiums upon honeft 
William Edwards, and his bridge, I beg 
leave to lead him to a curiofity of a different 
nature. It is to be found about a mile 
further upon the banks of the Taeffe. The 
whole river falls about fifteen feet among 
broken rocks and precjipices, and although 
an epitome of a cafcade, has been conftruft- 
ed by nature in fo Angular a manner, that 
no one would think his time thrown away 
if this fpeftacle alone had coft him a jour- 
ney from CaerdjiF. Whenever there is a 
cavity among the rocks, or any part of the 
river, undifturbed by the cafcade, the water 
appears as clear as cryftal. Before its fall 

It 



|t flows over imooth tablets of ftone^ and 
flabs of a cubic form, but fo regular and 
even in their furfaces, that they appear likd 
an immenfc work of art. This does not at 
all ^imini{Ti from their pidnrefque beauty ; 
for they are fo irregularly difpofed, and bor- 
dered on each fide by fuch a luxuriant dif- 
play of mountains, woods, and precipices, 
that it is not pofGble to form an idea of 
icenciy more romantic. 

On one fide, looking down, I beheld a cir« 
cukr haibn^ formed by nature with the 
greateil nicety and evennefs ; in which large 
trout, young falmon, and filver eels, foemed 
to frolic like Chjnefe fifh in a vafe of clear 
water* A Angular circumftance has been 
here obierved to take place, which would 
perhaps be doubted, was it not for the indif* 
putable proof which I (hall offer in confir* 
mation of its veracity . It is well known 
that, wherever there is a fall of water, falmon 
will ftem the torrent occafioned by it, and 
endeavour to leap above the fall. This is 
ib coomion among the rivers in Wales that 

the 
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the natives ufe it as an expedient for taking 
thofe 6ih, and often create an artificial caT- 
cade, where nature has denied one; they dien 
place nets near the edge of the fall> and the 
&hnonp endeavouring to leap above it^ are 
caught in the attempt. 

All this may be eafily conceived ; but it 
will create ibme degree of furprife when it 
is aflerted, that, at the place I have been 
defcribing, where there is no partial fall of 
water, no infignificant drizzling of a paltry 
ifa-eam, but the impetuous precipitation of a 
whole river, the falmon aftually afcend to 
depoiit their fpawn in the more undiffairb- 
ed waters above the cafcade, and perform a 
leap of fifteen feet perpendicular. It docs 
not require a large fhare of credulity to cre- 
dit this account ; a plain fait will fully dc- 
monflrate the truth of it ; for fetting afidc 
the oblervations that are frequently made by 
thole who fee thefe fifli engaged in repeated 
efforts to afcend, the circumflance of theii^ 
being aftually taken above the cafcade, 
no great diflance from the fource of the ri- 
ver 
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ver, and in a part of it totally unconnede4 
with any other ftream, will put to flight 
every doubt that may be raiied with regard 
to fb remarkable a fad. 

f m 

The Welfh have another method of 
taking ialmon^ in the neighbourhood of the 
Pont-y-Pridd, and about the cafcade^ which 
is in Ibme degree fingular. They eredt 
imall platforms or flages againft the banks 
of the river, which extend a Uttle over the 
iiirface of the water. Thefe are ufed only 
in the night time, when the owners of them 
bring a lighted torch, and holding it over 
the river, the falmon are feen to aifemble, 
with other fifh, in large bodies coUeded im- 
mediately under the light of it. The fifh- ' 
ennan eyes the whole troop as they gam- 
bol below, and feleding the fineft among 
them, takes his aim and plunges a harpoon 
into the deftined vidim, who is immediately 
brought to fhore. The reft- are not the 
leaft intimidated by the lofs of their com- 
j)anion, but continue their frolics as before. 
As ibon as the £lherman has re-adjufled his 

B b tackle 



^ekle» he makes another daft \rith hfo ha#-« 
i^ti^ and, if his aim is a gt)od tme^ fuecMds 
iriecofid time. In this manner letenal iur 
caught in the courfe of the night» atid th^ 
are generally of the largeft fort ; for if the 
^(herman is not fortunate enough to tttfadt 
filh of a tolerable fi^e, he is the Ie6 likety 
to fticceed in his attacks upon thenEi. 

A curious circumfbnce otctkrs ^t the 
cafcade, vrtich the Wellh guides feidtnH 
dmit (hewing to ftrangers. If a ftick, of tte 
hough of a tree is thrown down wiA ihe 
torrent^ it finks for a confiderible time> txA 
at laft is feen rifing in a diftant part 5f the 
river, where the water appears very ino^h 
'agitated. This led the people «o fuppofe» 
tvhat I believe really to be the cafe, th« the 
fitU of water has in procefs of time Wt>rAi Ji 
jyaflage under the rock ; fo that it rulhes *t 
firft down a hole that has been formed ift 
file ftone, and, forcing its way out again> 
rifes at fome diftance from the place whtt* 
it falls. To prove the truth of this, Afc 
ihaftcr of the alc-houfc at Pont-y^Prfdd, 
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with no fmall degree of cruelty, threw a fa- 
vourite old maflifF, which from its fidelity 
he bimiblf told me he valued at tea guineas, 
into the river^ and £3rced him down ihfi 
caicade. The poor animal was hurried 
headlong with the torrent, but to the morr 
lificatioQ of his mader never roie ag^tsu 
They h^ive £ince that time throwjn down 
branches and i)dcUs as before, whiirh as con-r 
Awldy rife after disappearing; but the 
poor dog ftill remains in his watery graire^ 
tKX has a fingle part of his naangled £aix:aiib 
le& the iepulchre his iongr^eful mafier 
aUigped hm ior his iiemces. 

We returned by a ilifFerentmute toCaer- 
diC andp^edaioog a road that extends moft 
de%htffilly upon the bax^s of the Taefie. 
The country^ on eadb fide of this headlong 
m€T, is lichly d^erfified with mountain 
iceoeiry, whofe fides aix mantled with trees, 
aod ioiade vemexable by the thick feliage ^ 
the oak, who£b aged branches tot^r over 
the craggy ^xxks that £>cxn the bed of dm 
impetuous torrent. 

6 b 2 LANDAFP 
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is pleafantly fituated on a gentle elevation a 
we foon arrived here after croffing the river 
at CaerdiiF; but upon a flight infpedion of 
die cathedral^ found nothing to detain us ; 
for, although an epifcopacy, it is in reali^ 
a beggarly village. I am fenfible that it is 
my duty to fay fomething refpedable, it 
leaft^ of the cathedral. Such an heterogene- 
ous mixture of architecture was perhaps 
never before fo combined in one ftru&ure* 
It is half ancient^ halfmodem^half Norman^ 
half Gothic, half magnificent, half abfurd. 
A chrifHan altar iprouts from beneath the 
portico of a heathen temple, and ufurps the 
very body of the choir itfelf. The monu-^ 
ments deferve a few minutes notice ; they 
are worth feeing. There is one, in particu- 
lar, of the Matthews's family, which has 
great merit. It is executed in poliflied ala- 
bafter, and is remarkable for the delicacy 
■^Yith which the head-drefs, hair, and neck* 
l^ce, of a female figure, is delineated. 

Wc 
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Wc made a very fliort ftay at Landafi^ 
and came next to 



COWBRIDGE^ 

a town confifting of one broad ftreet, and 
remarkable for the number of caftles in its 
neighbourhood. Indeed cafUes abound fo 
much in Wales, that there is hardly a pro- ' 
£pe& of any extent without Ibme old ruin 
or ivy-manded fortrefs as the principal ob-> 
jcfl: in the view. Thefe are, without doubt^ 
highly ornamental, and the amateur of pic« 
turefque beauty will find among them an 
ample fcope for the powers of his pencil ; 
but I think the common traveller, who trufts 
almofl entirely to his pen, fhould not be led 
away by a fine object 6ere, and a broken 
wall tBere, if the accidental difplay of light 
and (hade upon the one, or of weeds upon 
the other, form the fole article of curiofity. 
It has appeared to me that the world is 
weaiy of that word piSlurefque^ it is forced 
in upon every occafion ; nay, one gentleman, 
die grand mailer of landfcape^ has contrived 

with 
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with the aid of a few muddy ikctchn, to 
fwell that word to a voluoie* It is £ir diis 
reaibn, that I turn neither to the right nor 
to the left to viiit the mouldering fid>rics of 
my fore-fathers, unlefs fomething remains 
to be iaid of them befides ihcpi&urifyui 
bcoMty of their ^tuatknm 

The day^ in which we left Cowt^U^^ 
proved fb uni&vourable that we oooki hini-' 
ly fee any thing of th$ coimtiy ; Mud «ftar 
we arriFed at 

MARGAM 

we had to lament the lofs we fuAained in 
being prevented from pajring that atteotioo 
to the curiofities of the place which th^ Ui 
jufUy demand. 

Margam Abbey is fituated at ijie bottom 
of a high mountain, which is wholly cover- 
ed Avith wood. It is now the property of 
Lord Talbot, and is a nobleremnantof anti- 
quity. The old Chapter Houfc is remark- 
ably^ 
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abty fiftc, and untU thefe few years, it was in 
a llate of high prefervation. Part of the 
foof is how fallen in, and more will foon fol- 
low, twilefs care is ufed to prevent it. It really 
grieved me to fee the abfurd method which is 
ufed to preferve it. The leaft precaution » 
man of tafte would ufe to preferve fo elegant 
a ftruAtife, would be a covering of lead, or 
ibmething of the fame nature, to protedl the 
roof from the injuries of the weather. A 
pirecautiDh has certainly been taken, but 
will the reader believe me, when I tell him 
what riiat is — ^will he credit that a noble- 
man, poiTefTed of one of the moft elegant 
fpecimens of light gothic architedlure in all 
Wales, has fpread over the roof of it, as the 
only fecurity againft the rains, a pa/fry 
havering tyf oiled paper ? 

When Mr. Wyndham vlfited this edi- 
ficfe, in the fummer of the year 1777, he 
took notice of this circumftance, and has 
exprrffed his aftonifhment at it, in hopes of 
rt^niing this beautiful building from de- 

ftruftion. 



ftnidion. It was then perfe^ and -had 
fuBFered no detriment from negled, bat 
fhould he be induced to vifit it again^ he will 
be mortified in viewing the change that has 
taken place. 

The great ear of the chapter houfe^ 
through which the Monks received peti- 
tions and confefiionSy is ftill to be feen; 
but it is placed fo near the floor^ that the 
ftouteft layman of thbm all was reduced to 
the necefiity of crouching upon his marrowi- 
bones^ when he had any thing to commoni- 
cate to the fccretary. 

Part of the Abbey Church is ftill kept up 
for the ufe of the pariih. It is a Norman 
edifice^ and is a fine fpecimen of that ipe« 
cies of architedhire in its beft Jftylc. The 
remains of the cloifters^ which led fix>m the 
Abbey to the Chapter Houfe^ are fHll vi-^ 
fible. In the church we met with a curi- 
ous Latin infcription^ in nK)nkifh rhj^me, 
upon a brazen plate^ which the Talbot 
family have placed theret in memory of an 

old 
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-old and faithful fervant^ a huntfman^ who 
died ibme time ago. There are befides, 
ievcral marble monuments of the Manfell 
family, who were the ancient poflefibrs of 
this abbey« 

The orangery, green-houfe and gardcnSt 
attrad more vifitante to this place, than all 
the beauties which are to be found among 
the ruins* The largeft orange trees in 
England flourifh at this place— one in par-- 
ticular was of fuch a fize, as to admit me 
among its branches, where I feated myfdf 
with as much eaie as in an apple tree» 
Indeed all the exotics grow to a prodigious 
fize, fo that one would imagine, from the 
appearance they make, that Lord Talbot 
had fixed his relidence among the rich 
gardens of Marfeilles. 

A new green-houfe, after the Doric 
order, is lately eredted, for the reception of 
the finefl plants I ever faw. This fbx^diire 
is worth feeing ; it is a noble building, but 
the omamients on the outfide are injudiciouily 

C c feleded. 



feleOecL Ptoai tkb bofl's hoA m froot^ 
one would fbppofe it was Mtended for « 
Greckn temjde^ witii die k^gnk of tiie 
liecatoinbtt and y^ the ons on the top 
deflroy fuch an idea, as there coidd be nd 
greater pro&nation of the temples of the 
Greeks dian to have the afibes of the dead 
expofed upon their places of pablic wodhip. 

1%^ are trifling inaccuracies* but they 
ought to be attended to by thole whoe9i:peiid 
laige films of money in ereding edifices 
that are to remain in after ages as moiin^ 
tnents, by which pofterity may judge of die 
tafte» grandeur* and ingenuity of their an<^ 
ceAocSm 

The road from Margam to 

AB ERAVON 

contbues to wind under the mountaini 
afllbrding the boldeft features df kndicafie^ 
and paffing clofe to fome large coppdr works^^ 
crolfts a (tone bridge at dils plaoe* builpr 
3 vfritb 



-with one arch, by the raafonof PonNy^prili. 
After this it leads to 

BRITON Ps]tRY> 

where the icenery becomes uncommonly 
iuperb» breaking forth into a rich profped 
cf moantainsy woods, and rivers, diverfified 
in the moft beautiftil manner the imagina«> 
tbn can conceive. 

Jfuft above the ferry, is the feat of Mr« 
Vemony fitoated on an devation, in the 
centve of this enchanting view* 

We rode along the beach lor a lew iiriles^ 
after kaving Briton Ferry, and afterwards 
crofled over the river Tavey to 

8 w A N s B A, 

which is fituated upon its banks. Swanfea 
h a town of confiderable knportance in 
iMs part of Wales. It is remarkaUd fyt 
Ae convenience it affords fe»bafk«rs, being 

C c 2 almoft 
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almpft equal to Weymouth in its white 
fand and beautiful ihore. Many p$cers 
upon half^pay, invited by the cheapnef$ of 
provifion^f make this town their place of 
refidence. It carries on a coniiderable 
trade in coals^ "pottery and copper. : 

Wc went one day to a public breakfail 
. 4t the bathing houfe, and were agreeably 
furprifed by feeing the company ftand up 
to dance as foon as the tables were re- 
jnbved. This is an eftabliflxed ciUk)m 
here^ and we found it a very pleaiant 
fcheme. AU was mirth and good humour ; 
the harp flruck up with a violin. I jump- 
{cd up^ as if by infUn<5t^ feized upon the 
fprightly daughter of an ironmonger, and 
footed it away in my boots, like the refl of 
the company, nor did we conclude our 
paflime until the room became empty, and 
we were compelled to dance by ourfelves. 

A few days after pur arriv^ we hired an 
open phaife, and drove to Mr. Morris's coaL 
mine. Thf ^lethod pf exploring theie 

fubterraneaix 
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fubterranean caverns, is here rendered far 
nore pleafant and expedient than thofe we 
^iiited in Cornwall. 

. The entrance is vaulted, and perfedly 
level, and continues fo for about one bund- 
red yards, when our guides made us turn 
off to the right, to a fort of a ftaircafe, 
which they call the horfe-road. By this 
we defcended to the depth of eighty 
&thon3S, and came to a ipacious area. 
Inhere the miners were fending up the coal 
in bafkets, through a ihaft, to the vaulted 
level we had juft quitted. It is there put 
into carts, with friftion wheels, and drawn 
by oxen to the mouth of the mine. 

It is pleafing to fee the eafe and quick- 
lefs with which thefe amazing works are 
parried on. If a ftranger beholds the dark 
paliage by which the horfes defcend, who 
bring the coal from the place where it is 
dug to the (haft, he would indeed be afto- 
nifhed, and unable to conceive how thefe 
^nimals can be taught to pradlife, without 

' ftumbling. 
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A:umbling9 and with CMdHitj, what he vnA 
I care and attention, would find difficult t0 
perform. Proceeding onward, we came to 
fome miners, who were engaged in blow- 
ing up a part of the rock with gun-powder, 
in order to make a communicatioii horn 
€me part of the mine to another. Still far-- 
ther onward, sibout half a mile hotn the en- 
trance, we came to the cutters, as they uc 
called, a troop of poor miier^le black 
devils, working away their very lives amidA 
fulj^ur, fhxoke, and darkneis. 

AH the paiTages in theie coal mines are 
broad and low. The roof appears as 
fmooth as the ciehng of a drawmg-room^ 
but the fatigue of ftooping as you proceed, 
becomes often exceffive, and would prove 
intolerable, was it not for the relief that is 
oceafionally offered at intervals, by meeting 
with more lofty areas. 



As you creep among thefe regions 
darknefs, the guide who precedes you, caOs- 
out, every now and then, defiring you 

flan 
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ftand dofc. Thk[ happens when a load o£ 
cod is coming along the paflage, which is 
lieard at a diflance^ and if you ftand clofe 
to die fide^ you are fure of being faie. The 
vdieels are placed upon iron bars, which 
they receive in a groove^ and thefe bars 
being continued parallel to each other^ and 
at equal diftances Grom one end of the mine 
to the other, they ferve both as a guide to 
the cart, and by leflening the frkaion, great- 
fy diminifhed the weight of the load. As 
loan therefore as the guide gives warning 
that a load is coming, you know by your 
diAnice from the parallel bars, how near 
the load will approach you. 

it is curious to fee one of thefe carts 
pais. They are drawn by horfes, and if 
they are empty, the driver lays along in 
diem, fei2ing his beaft by the tail, which 
ierves him as a rein to guide the animal 
round the different turnings and windings in 
the paf&ges. It is really aftonifhing to fee 
the hor&s perform their work. They 

move fecurcly abng, enveloped by total 

darknefs. 



too .TOUE TM&OOOB T R H' 

darknefsy never either ftriking their heads 
againft the roof, or miftaking the road they 
are to go, or falling among the number of 
uneven places they meet with. Among 
others, an old blind horfe, who had been 
fifteen years a fervant in the mine, pailed 
by us. Our guide aiTured us, that he was 
fo well acquainted with his work, that if 
left to himfelf, he would find his way 
through all the mazes of the mine. 

9 

We did not proceed more than half a 
mile under ground ; but were fufficiently 
fatigued with the excurfion. Ifaperibn 
has fpirit and ftrength fufficient to explore 
the whole of this mine, he would have above 
three miles to walk in thefe gloomy abodes. 

Their method of cutting the coal is in- 
genious, as it faves a great deal of labour. 
They firft place ftrong props of wood 
againft the vein, and then cut out a fmall 
quantity from the bottom, and from each of 
the fides ; the fupporters are ' then re* 
moved, the whole mafs gives way, and 

by 
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by thk meansy fixt?een or twenty tons of 
coal are frequently . brought down at^ one 
faM. From the fall it is conveyed in icartd 
by horfes, to a perpendicular (haft^ througH 
which it is fent in baikets to the levels and 
being again put into carts, is» as I hare 
laid before^ drawn from thence by oxieni 
to 0ie mouth of the mine. 

• Emerging fitun thefe gloomy ckvcfnB, 
^ ^erwards went to 

* 

K B A T H, 

in hopes of feeing the beautiful houfe and 
grounds of Sir Herbert Mackworth, with 
the calbide belonging to them, which zU 
though forced and artificial, would never 
be difcovered to be fo, b^ thofe who are 
unacquainted with the place ^ 

The famous fall of the Cledaugh, near 
the forges of Melincourt^ we alfo wifhed 
to fee^ and hired freih horfes for that pur* 
po&i but alas ! there feemed to be a fatality 

D d attending 
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attending upon our excurfions in thitf 
neighbourhood^ for it rained £o ipordi- 
nately^ we were confined to the inn« 
Sir Herbert's, of courfe, could not be 
feen, but the fall of the Cledaugh we were 
determined to vifit. When we came within 
a mile of Melincourt, we met a poft«chaife 
with fbme gentlemen, who had been upon 
the fame plan, and were returning much 
chagrined ; by thefe we learned that there 
was no water, and as a cafcade without 
water is hardly worth fecking for, wc were 
alfo compelled to return wet to the fkin, 
dirty, and difappointed. 

One beautiful fpedtacle, however, we 
had the luck to meet with, on our retum 
to Swanfea, and it came the more grateful 
as it was unetpedled. This arofe from 
the fmelting houfes, which in the middle 
of a heavy rain, and a dark night, difplayed 
fuch a glorious light, and fo many beautiful 
colours from their afhes which lay on eaclm^ 
fide of the road, that I fhould not have 

regrettecJ 
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regretted being wet through, if it was for 
the pleafure of feeing thefe alone. 

As the rain continued to defcend in 
torrents, we thought it would not be a 
bad plan to call at one of thefe imelting 
houfes, and fee the procefs of fmelting the 
ore of copper. 

After the copper ore is dug from the 
mines in Cornwall, it is fent to the fmelt- 
ing houfes in Wales, to be refined and 
rendered fit for ufe. This is owing to 
the convenience which arifes in Wales, 
firom the great plenty of coal in that coun- 
try. Both coal and lime abound in fuch 
vaft quantities, that the Welfli formers ufe 
it to manure their land. Almofi: all the 
cottages in Wales are white- waibed on the 
outfide, which gives them a very neat ap-? 
pearance, and the operation is Jo cheap, 
that there is fcarce a hut in the whole 
country, which is not regularly brufhed 
over once in a month. 

Dda Th« 
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The ore of copper, when it comes in ita 
raw ftate from Cornwall, is firft calcined^ 
then mixed with a portion of lime, and 
finelted. Then it is calcined, and iinelted 
again, and thus, after going through twelve 
or thirteen operations, it becomes pcrfedt^ 
but this depends, in great meafure, upon 
the richnefs of the ore, as fome will take a 
much longer procefs, and infinitely more 
trouble and expence to be reduced to cop* 
per> than others. I procured a piece of 
Ore in Cornwall, which when it rofe raw 
J&om the mine, ibid for fixty pounds a ton } 
and often perfect copper, when it has been 
rendered malleable after all the operadons 
of the finelting houfe, does not fell for 
more» 

The fituation of Swanfea is agreeable^ 
and its environs inviting. It is fituated on 
a fmali eminence between two hills, cloie 
to the fea^ 

Their pottery is well worth notice. It 
is the larjgeft^ and indeed the only one of 

any 



SOUTH OF llfOlAliPy Ice. 00^ 

any confequence^ in all Wales. The 
iTVorks tre very extenfiTe, and although it 
vm my ill fortune to viflt them at a time^ 
when hardly any bufinefs was going for« 
ward> yet from the great attention and po« 
liteoeft of the mailer, I became acquainted 
with an outline of the procefs, by which 
this beautiful ware is made. 

They receive a fpecies of white clay, in 
large balls, from the pits in Devonihire. 
Thefe are pulverized and mixed with 
water. It then paiTes through a fieve» 
finer than any cambric in the world* 
After this^ it is united with the powder of 
calcined flints; and fifted again. Being 
thus refined, it is placed in a long ciftem^ 
under which pafTes a flove^ or furnace, con-* 
fbnid:ed in fuch a manner, that a flame it 
drawn from a imall body of coal fire, at 
the mouth of the furnace, and pafics under 
the whole length of the cidenif to the 
diAance of fixty yards. 
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• By this proccfs, the water becomes eva- 
porated in fteam^ and leaves the pure clay 
behind. They then beat it with great care 
and attention^ in order to extradt every par- 
ticle of air from the whole mafs ; fw fhould 
it fo happen, that by careleflhefs or inat- 
tention, a bubble of air is left in the clay^ 
it will expand by rarefaftion in the oven» 
burft, and deflroy the work. 

After it has been thus beaten, it is given 
to the potter. This man fits at a wheel, 
fomething fimilar to thofe by which the 
common earthen v^tc is made, and forms 
the different articles of their manufa<%ory, 
with the mofl furprifing quicknefs. From 
the potter it paffes to the turner, where it 
is fhaped with greater nicety, and formed 
in the fame manner as the Tunbridge-ware 
is made. From the Turner, it goes to 
another artificer, whofe bufinefs it is to put 
on lips, handles, &c. After this is done, a 
variety of hands have a fhare in compleat- 
ing it. The painter, the glazer, the en- 
ameller, the baker^ &c« &c. &c. all have 

3 fomething 
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£>mething to do with it before it makes 
its appearance in the warehoufe^ where in 
beau^ and elegance it vies with the moft 
exquifite productions of China. 

The Town Hill fhould not be neglefted 
by a peribn who wifhes to have a perfeft 
idea of the fituation of Swanfea^ and the 
country round it. From this place you 
have a fine profpedt of the town, the fea, 
the oppofite fhores of Devon and Cornwall, 
and alio a profpedt of the Mumbles, two 
finall iflands, lying on the right, which 
fumiih a fecure haven for the (hipping. 

While we were at Swanfea, a melancholy 
accident happened in one of the principal 
families, which gave us an opportunity of 
being prefent at a Welfh funeral. 

A young man, on his return from Lon- 
don, after a long abfence fix)m his friends, 
died upon the road. He was very fond of 
driving, and had perfuaded the coachman 
of the mail to entrufl him with the reins. 

A flock 
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A flock of {beep met theni» in pa&ng 
yduch, either by sccident^ or want of ikill 
in the driver, or from the horibs taking 
fright, the coach was oyeriet> and the 
unfortunate youth killed upon the fpot. 
I was looking from the wiodpw of our 
inn on a Sunday evening, when £iddenly 
I perceived an uncommon throng of pec^lo 
gathering in the ilreet. I enquired Q^ rea^ 
fon of this aiTemblagc, and they infotmed me 
of the circumAance I have juft relatedf 
and that a hearfe, with the body of the 
young man, wa$ now moving towaxd« 
the church. My companion was eager to 
fee the funeral, and we both ran to 
attend the ceremony. The crowd was 
amazing. From the gate of the church- 
yard to the church door, we had as much 
difficulty in forcing our way, as we ever 
found in gaining admittance to the theatre 
on a benefit night. Women fcreamingi 
children crying, men fwearing, dogs howl^ 
yigp cats fqualling, formed a fcene, of all 
others, the moft unlike a funeral* 1^ 
doors were at lafl opened j in we rufhed» 

and 
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and hippy was he who could maintain his 
legs. The church became inflantly filled^ 
but what became of the body^ or the 
ckrgyman, I never could diicover. 

i 

Thus ended this motley ipecimen of 
Cambrian interment. I have heard many 
ibange things of the Welfh^ and expe£i: to 
hear many more, " Their name," they 
lay, ** liveth for evermore," but of all 
their eccentricities, I defy any one to iay 
of them» that ^^ their bodies are buried in 
*' peace." 

From Swanfea we proceeded to 

LLANBLTHYf 

through a wild country, where the little 
white cottages, fcattered up and down^ 
lametimes at the foot of a fteep hill, at 
others, fmiling in a fertile valley, and as 
often hanging from the fide of a rough 
mountain, formed a pleaiing picture of 
innocent and rural life 

£ e Llanidlos, 



LlanidloSy and the beautiful vale ofTowjTp; 
witli its ruins, and Grongar HiU, immorta* 
lized by Dyer, dl called us off, by a dificr- 
ent route, after leaving Swaniea, but die 
inceffant rains compelled us to proceed as 
we could ; and indeed we deemed oorfelves 
fortunate in being able to gain ground at 
all, during a ieafbn fb imfavourable. 

After we had pafTed Lknelthy, the fky 
brightened for a £hart time, and fitm 
Straddy Hill, we had one of thofe peripec* 
tive landfcapes which flretch forth with 
fb much redundancy in the rich paintings 
of Claude Lorrain. The road is cut in the 
fide of a mountain, and down a bold 
defcent you overlook a long tufted valley, 
which opens towards the river Penilaw* 
The village of Llanelthy fernis one of the 
principal objed;s in the profpedt. Tbe 
coui^y all around this place is inexpreffiMy 
beautiful. A ridge of hills, atadifianoe 
over the water, bound the wh(4e, at tiis 
bottom of which appear the copper ^iratks» 
fending up a volume «f imoke, which 

curling 
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curling in fpiral wreaths above the fummits 
of the mountains, add no inconfiderable 
objed to the reft of the fcenery. 

We pafTedan old caftle at 

KIDWELLY, 

apparently in good prefervation, but the 
weather would not permit us to fee it. 
This lowering atmofphere continued to 
firown upon us, until we came within a few 
miles of Carmarthen; the clouds then 
began to break, the thick rtiift which had 
6} long enveloped us, difperled ; the ietcing 
iim agam put forth his luftre, and fhooting 
his gaudy rays athwart a delightful land-< 
ieape, tinged all its outlines with crimfbn. 
At this particular feafon of the year, the 
profjpedt of a rich county at faiifet, does Co 
exhilarate the features of nature, that (he 
ieems confcious of her rich attire, and 
lier finiles beam rapture. This cfk& is 
heightened after a ftorm, when ike wind^ 
are koibed, and the fuii breaks omexpedsedly 

E e 2 through 
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through the gloom> with an effulgence that 
enlivens the whole face of the creation. 

** If chance the radient fun with farewell fweet 
** Extend his evening beam, the fields revive* 
'< The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
•* Atteft their joy, that hill and valley ring/' 

MILTON, 

We had not yet feen any part of the 
country more fertilized by cultivation, nor 
more abundant in woods and paihire than 
this part of South Wales,"— And much as 
we wiihed before, when aiTaUed by incef-^ 
fant rains, tp reach the end of our day's 
journey, we could not but feel a momen-i 
tary regret, in (exchanging the ierene beaut 
ties of rural fcenery, for thofe unalluring 
receptacles of intempentnce, the ^ehoufes of 

CAE RMAR THEN. 

Perhaps I^ may be thought too cenibrious 
by my Welfh readers, in taking this liberty 
with their hoqfes of accommodadon. But 
I cpnfider myfelf as writing to Englifhmen, 
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and would not incur their difpleafure by Co 
grofs a mifreprefentation as the dignifying 
any place of this fort, which is to be found 
among the mountains of Cambria, with the 
tide of an inn. 

Caeraiarthen is famous for the birth of 
the prophet Merlin, who flouriflied about 
the jrcar four hundred and fifty. Confider- 
ed as a Welfli town, it may be called 
handfome ; it is fituated pleafantly on the 
river Towy, and is efteemed the politeft 
place in all South Wales. This, however, 
I cannot vouch for myfelf — the writers of 
other times, who have gone before me in 
this itinerary, all agree in celebrating the 
urbanity of the people at Carmarthen. At 
firft I was puzzled to account for this An- 
gular unanimity of fentiment, which a 
flight fcrutiny has fince unravelled. Giral- 
dus Carobrenfis, who in -company with 
Baldwin, Archbifhop of Canterbury, pene- 
trated the favage recefles of the Welfli, fo 
early as the year one thoufand one hundred 
and eighty-eight, for the purpofe of preach- 
ing 



I 

ing the crufade, firft celebrated the refine* 
ment of Carmarthen. Findingy perhaps, 
that the precepts of his creed, and his 
legendaiy tales, were imbibed with greater 
facility, and more genuine fuperftition, by 
the people of that place, than by the reft 
of the principality, he diftinguifhed them 
firom their fellow barbarians, in an eulo^um 
upon their manners. Camden caught the 
fentiments of Giraldus, and a fwarm of 
compilers, with De Foe and Richardibn 
at their head, followed implicitly et verbatim 
the principles of Camden. Writers of 
more modern date delighted to tread in 
the fbotfteps of their forefathers, and 
efpecially, when by adopting the judgment 
of others, they were £ived from the diffi- 
cult of forming any opinion of their own. 

Caermarthen is no more than a common 
market town, one of fome eminence in 
this country, but the reader muft not be 
furprifed, if, after all he has heard and read 
of the politeji place in all South Whales, he 
fhould viiit it, and be gratified with a 

piSiurefque 
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^Burefque difplay of one entire ftrect^ 
foimed by manfiont of mud. 

. The walls of the old caftle are MI vifi« 
ble; it is of the Norman times. Caftellate 
ruins are fb abundant throughout Wales, 
that, «6 if diey were the necefliiry appen* 
dages to every village and every town, one 
feels a di&ppointment whenever they hap- 
pen to be miinng. 

Dogs are imiverfally ufed, in this part of 
the world, as turnfpits. We faw feveral 
at work. They fwarm in the ftreets, and 
being the favourites of the kitchen, aflume 
the complexion and appearance of their 
pat3X>ns, that of being moft independently 
&t and dirty. 

The fewin is found in great plenty at 
Caermarthen, fome of which weigh thirty 
pounds. 

The drefs of the Welfh women is univer- 
Ally the lame. They appear in large black 

hats 
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hats with broad brims, and the generality of 
the common people deipife the u£c of ihoes 
or (lockings. They confider thefe appen- 
dages as a ufelefs piece of extravagance^ and 
I often met Welfli girls upon the road> who 
were drefTed for a vifit to their friends, in a 
clean white petticoat tucked above the 
knee, trudging along the hard road, bare- 
£x>ted, with their fhoes and flockings under 
their arms. 

The men are difHnguiihed alfb by their 
broad hats and bare feet ; as for the difl^- 
rence of fex, it would hardly be perceived 
in Wales if it was not for the criterion of 
the breeches, for labour feems equally di- 
vided between men and women, and it is as 
common to meet a female driving the plough, 
as it is to fee Taffy feated at the milk 
pail. 

Their ignorance is amazing. I never 
found a Welfhman who could give me in- 
formation with regard to his country if my 
enquiries extended above ten miles firom the 
3 fpot. 
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ipot. However of their manners, 
cniAomSy and their charader, I diall fpeak 
hereafter, when I have ieen more of their 
cxmntoy and themfelves* 

The fiibfHtute for coal, called culm^ 
which is ufed in Caermarthen, as well as in 
other parts of Wales> flrongly marks that 
propenfity to fave which is a leading feature 
in the charadteriflic of the people* 

I was furprifed to fee a pail brought into 
the room, filled with balls of mud i as they 
at firfl appeared to us. Thefe they place 
regularly along the upper bar of the grate 
and as foon as they are heated they burn 
with great freedom. They give a great 
heat, but it is of too fulphureous a nature 
to be borne long. I found the ill effeds of 
thefe forts of fumes for fbme tLfne after my 
fubterranean excurfions in Cornwall, and 
ix>t chufing to fubjed myfelf to other expe^ 
riments of the fame nature, left the room 
before the pokit of fu£xsition had power to 
tikd {dace* The Welfhmen fmile at this 

Ff a£Feaatioii> 
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ufFe£tation> as they ftyle it> and> inured* by 
habit, breathe the moft noxious fumes virith 
as much eafe as the purefl air. Foreigners 
often complain of the fmell from an Englifli 
coal fire, what would they think of a Welfh- 
man's lungs, if they were feiM:ed i £6w 
minutes in a room where culm is ufed ? 

This compofition is made from the duft 
of ftone coal, mixed with nearly an equal 
quantity of loam or clay ; it is then fbraied 
with water into a confiftence of the iiune 
(lifiiiefs as Arong mortar ; after this it is 
rolled into oval balls, and laid in the air t» 
dry* 

In a country, abounding with coal pits, 
where there is no fcarcity of any fort of 
fuel, one would not expert to meet with this 
ceconomical preparation. The price of 
genuine coal, at Caermarthen, does not ex- 
ceed threepence a bufliel ; but the compoft 
does not fetch half that price, and nobody 
underffeuids better than a WeUhman the 
3 .. tenor 
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tenor of the old adage, " Apennyfaved is a 
penny got.'' 

Upon the road from Caermarthen, by 
a long and gradual afcent, we at lad 
reached the fummit of Brandy-hill, and 
from this fpot had the moft extenfive 
profped I ever faw. From one point of 
view we were able to command fix counties, 
and proceeding a little forward, beheld al- 
moin as extenfive a fcope on the other fide. 
The country feemed fertile all about this 
place, although it did notafibrd that beauty 
which diftinguifhcs the rich environs of 
Caermarthen. The exccflive hazinefs of 
the wieather prevented our feeing clearly 
the bird's-eye view that was fpread before 
US; but we had reafon to confider our- 
ielves fortunate in being able to difcern any 
diftant obje6:s, for I believe a day perfectly 
ferene and clear affords a fpedlacle very 
unufual in Wales. At 

TAVERNS^PITE, 

a fingle houie> we changed hories, and hav* 

Ffa ing 
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ing procured foixie dinner^ proceeded iin*« 
mediately to 

NARBARTH.* 

An old cafUe> rifing from an eminence on 
the right hand> as you enter this place, af- 
fords a fine objeft for the penciL We 
could learn no particular account of it, nor 
find any one who made it their bufinefs to 
(hew it ; but while my companion was ar«^ 
ranging matters with the poftillion, and or- 
dering frefh horfesy I took our valet Jeremy 
with me and we ran to examine the ruins of 
its walls. 

Apcr- 

* It may be here necdfary to inform the reader, that» if 
lie cliules, he may purfue a different rovte ; and without ^- 
fiting Caermarthen, proceed from Kidwelly, over Caennar- 
llieD bar, and^ by the caiUes of Llanftephan and Laughane 
to Tenby. Or« if he wifhes to take Caermarthen in his 
route, as being the capital of the county, he may afterwards 
proceed to Tenby, and take thofe caftles, which are well 
worth feeing, in Us way. But one thing ihould be pre- 
mifed, namely, that he muft not ezped fo good a road as if 
he followed my rout^ from Caenoartben to Narbarjth ud 
Tenby. 



A peribn more jQdlled in the legends of 
antiqui^ than myfelf might have found 
enough of this decayed fbrtrefs remaining^ 
to have traced out its original features. I 
found much to admire^ but little to compre-* 
hend i and confidering it only as a piece of 
ffomantic fcenery^was contemplating a turret 
that feparated from the reft, feemed to con- 
tain at lead a dozen chinmies» all conneded 
into onA (bck. All at once, Jeremy vanifli- 
cd. I looked about for him for fome time, 
and was pleafed to find that even he could 
find £>urce for amufement among thefe tot- 
tering monuments of his progenitors. At 
length, to my unfpeakable fbrpriie, I dif- 
covered my fuppofed virtuofo giving eafe to 
nature, in a fnug corner among the ruins, 
and, with the mofl fupercilious contempt 
for thofe venerable vefliges of antiquity, de- 
dicating the ivy-mantled walls of Narbarth 
to the goddefs Cloacina^ 



The 
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The road leading from Narbarth to 

TENBY 

is not diftingiiiihed by any thing worth 
taking notice of, except that it leads to one 
of the moil beautiful, moft romantic^ little 
ipots perhaps in all Europe. 

Tenby feems one continued heap of 
caflellate ruins. You can hardly turn your 
eyes, but you behold fome old wall, flair- 
cafe, or tower, belonging to a former £:nti« 
fication. 

When the fca overflowed the land of the 
Flemings, in the reign of Henry the firft, 
they were permitted to come and people 
this part of the country. The fortifications 
of Tenby were built at that time for their 
ufe ; and in cafe they were molefted by the 
Welflj, they had an opportunity of fending 
for afliflance to Briftol. This was the origin 
of thefe mouldering fabrics^ In the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth they were repaired for 

other 
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Other purpofcs, as appears by the initials of 
her name^ the date^ and the year in which 
they were completed, engraved upon one of 
' the ftone walls. 

It was alfb again repaired and more 
ftrongly fortified for the cavaliers in the. 
reign of Charles the firfl; and they ftillfhew 
the field in which Oliver Cromwell planted 
his batteries, when he demoliihed it. 

In the church, they fhew a fpecimen of the 
ravages committed by Cromwell's foldiers 
among their places of public worfhip. One 
of thefe ruffians, either by way of fi-olic, or 
miflaking, from intoxication, a flone figure 
of a man kneeling, for a devotee in reality, 
fired his mufquet and (hot the figure in the 
neck. The mark of the bullet is very vi- 
fible, both in the figure and upon the 
wall. 

A gentleman, with his wife and two chil- 
drr^n, had hired a boat one morning for the 
purpofe of putting the lady on board a floop, 

that 



diat lay offin the bay, bound for Minehead.' 
I was defirous of making a little excurfion 
upon the water, andhearing me exprefs my^ 
fclf fo to my companion, they very politely 
invited me to join their party. The wind 
blew rather frefh, there was a great fwell in 
fea, and the waves ran higher than I had 
been accuftomed to fee them in the iinalllift 
of my marine adventures. I believe my 
countenance exhibited evident marks of un« 
eaiinefs, for, as if determined to convince 
me what a land-lubber I was, whenever 
the boat moimted, or a Mrave larger than 
conunon aflailed her, the little girls cried, 
•* Huzza ! Here we go, mamma ! Here we 
go, up! up! up! I wijh it hkw barJkrl 
Here we go again /" In tacking about wc 
{hipped a fufficient quantity of water to wet 
us to the ikin. This was a new iburce of 
mirth \ a loud laugh burft j&om them all, 
each endeavouring to pufh his neighbour to 
windward, in hopes of getting him a duck- 
ing. I, being more awkward than the reft, 
got completely fouied, and felt that I cut a 
very ridiculous figure among theie volatile 

ar- 
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argonauts. The whole was new to mc, and 
infinitely beyond what I either defired or 
deferved 5 but, fince I had found women fo 
perfeftly undifinayed by the terrors of the 
fca, I endeavoured, by an awkward ufurpa-» 
tion of indifference, to convince them that 
I was fo too. The lady, of all the women 
I had ever feen, was the moft courageous* 
Her partiality to the water arofe almoft to 
madnefs. Finding how agreeable it was 
to be toffed about at the mercy of the waves^ 
and every now and thejj. immerfed by the 
fury of the fpray, fhe made propofals to the 
(ailbrs, and offered to give them their own 
price if they would condudl her to Mine-* 
head, fixty Miles acrofs the Briftol channel^ 
in the open boat. Her huiband thought 
fit to remondrate againft this fcheme,, 
and told her the rifk (he would encounter. 
She finiled at his apprehenfions; and 
hearing her daughter Mary, fobbing be- 
hind her at the thoughts of her mother's 
danger, (he furig the well-known (lan^ 
from •* Poor Jack," which I thought w^ 
never more happily applied* 

Gg 
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Why, I faid to our Pol, for d'ye fee fihc would cry. 

When laft we weighed anchor for fea. 
What argufies fniv'ling and piping your eye ; 

Why, what a fad fool you muft be* 
Can*t you fee the world's wide, and there's room for us allf 

Both for feamen and lubbers afhore ; 
And if to old Davy I (hould go, my friend PoU^ 

Why, you never will hear of me more* 
What then ? all*s a hazard ! come don*t be too (oft, 

Perhaps I may laughing come back ; 
For that fiime little cherub that fits up aloft. 

Will keep watch for the life of poor Jack* 



When fhe had pacified her little girl, and 
fubdued the fears of her hufband^ (he re- 
newed her offers to the watermen, which 
they, after a fhort hefitation, declined. Thw 
the intrepidity of a female was found to 
overbalance, if not the prudence, at leaft 
the courage, of veterans. I own I was much 
aftonifhed ; but it only ferved to confirm 
me in an opinion I had before formed, and 
which I intruded upon the reader's attention^ 
after my return from Mount Edgecombe ; 
namely, that a fociety of thofe xlamfels, 

fuch 
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Aich as pilottcd his majefly's barge during a 
naval review at Weymouth, and fuch as we 
often meet with, adapted for marine exploits 
and interefted in the welfere of Britiih tars, 
would upon emergencies lend aid and oma« 
ments to our navy. 

When we reached the floop, the captain 
informed us that the wind was fo unfavour- 
able he could not put out to fea ; therefore^ 
after buffeting for two hours more with the 
wind and the waves, and with a child on 
each fide of me draining their lungs in all 
the death of fea-ficknefs, we once more 
gained terra-Jirma^ I could never have ut- 
tered a more fincere thankfgiving than 
efcaped me upon quitting the boat. I took 
to my heels, fearful of being again caught 
a^pleafuringy as the refl of the crew flyled 
this flate of penance, and, eager to afcertain 
the wide difference between relating an ad- 
venture, and being a party concerned in it. 

Tenbigh is fituated on a promontory 
which fbetches forth into the Briflol chan- 

G g 2 nel. 
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nel. At high water the fe^ ingulphs i^ in 
fuch a manner^ as to inclofe almoft a third 
part pf it with the tide. It affords a very 
good harbour for the fhipping. During 
the fummer many genteel families reiidc 
here ; it is an excellent bathing place, and 
the country around it \s beautiful. The 
lodging houfes are not built or fitted up in 
fo elegant a flyle as thofe at Brighton^ but 
they have the fame afpedl, towards the fea, 
and are fituated upon a cliff of much greater 
grandeur. 

The views between Tenbigh and 

PEMBROKC:, 

are beyond any thing that pan be expreflbd^ 
The diflance is only ten miles, and all the 
way the delightful profpedl of the fea on one 
fide and a magnificent Country on the other 
is without doubt £^ blyond any other land*) 
fcape in South Walco. 

V \ . There 
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There is one point of view which I am 
particularly inclined to dwell upon» and 
which my pen is unable to delineate, al- 
though it may be more fuccefsful in point- 
ing, out the fpot for others to remark upon. 
It is that, where you command at one view 
the cafUes of Carew and Llantphey, with a 
diftant profpeft of Pembroke, upon the 
Chores of Milford haven. The village of 
St. Florence, with its white church and 
cottages, are among the nearer objedls, and 
the mountains riiing in perfpedtive behind, 
as a remote limit to the whole, make this 
in my own opinion, a perfeB landTcape, 
It combines every objcdt that is neceffary 
towards the formation of a fine profped:, yet 
fo much is the pencil wanting upon thefe 
occafions, that it is impofiible to do juftice to 
fuch fcenery by verbal delineation. 

The grand approach to Pembroke is from 
the water^ and it is th( n c»ily that its ve- 
nerable caftle is feeiisito advantage. The 
town is fituated upon the ridge of a long and 
naxrow rock,y gradually afcending to the 
3, ^ higheft 
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higheft pointy on the fuminit of which, at 
the edge of a bold abrupt precipice, ftand 
the mouldering turrets of the caftle ; wheie 
old walls are completely covered with ivy. 
It is founded upon the folid rock, trees 
grow neverthelefs upon the walls, hang 
^om the lofty battlements, 

■ ■■ ' and whlftle hollow as they wave^ 

Akinsidk, 

It is a Norman ftrudure, mixed with the 
early Gothic. The principal tower, which 
rifes to a great height, has even at this day 
its ftone vaulted roof remaining. This for* 
trefs was built by Girald, conflable of Wind- 
for, the anceflor of Cambreniis. 

The natural cavern, called the Wogan, 
lies immediately under the chapel, and opens 
with a wide mouth towards the river. A 
communication from the cavern to the cafUc 
was made by a ftaircafe on the outfide of the 
rock, which led diredly into the chapeL 

The 
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The ftaircafe flill remains^ and alfo the 
vrsILs of the chapeL 

We were leaving Pembroke, when Je- 
remy came running breathlefs with fpeed, 
to inform us, that the people had fhewn 
him a great curiofity. We afked him of 
what nature it was, but could learn nothing 
except that it was, ** fome mifchief 
done by Alderman Crumble; and that 
he wifhed to know who this alderman 
was, as he verily believed the fame per- 
Ibn turned Canterbury Cathedral into a 
liable." He then lead us to the church, 
and pointed to a breach which had been 
made in the tower of it, by a cannon ball. 
The myftery was now open — Alderman 
Crumble proved to be no lefs a perfonage 
than Oliver Cromwell, who had formerly 
placed his batteries againft the church, 
which has not been repaired fince, and ftill 
wears the marks of his cannonading. / 

We hired a boat at Pembroke, tocondud: 

us over Milford haven to the little harbour 

t>f Hubburfton. 

This 
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This wonderful piece of water, that de- 
fervedly attracts the notice of the whole 
worlds appears like a vaft lake, furrounded 
on all fides with fteep hills covered with 
verdure. It is one of the fined bays in Eu- 
rope ; afibrding fuch plenty pf water and 
fiich excellent anchorage, that the whole 
navy of Great Britain might at once be con-« 
tained within it, and moreover ride fecure 
from every wind that blows. 

Thefe confiderations have long induced 
men to fuppofe, that a public dock would 
be eftablifhed here. In the year 1 759, par- 
liament took this under confideration, and 
accordingly an aft ^as pafied for ereding 
fortifications at Peterchurch, Weft Lanyon, 
and Neyland ; not with a view to prevent 
the enemy's fhips from advancing into the 
haven, for the mouth of it is much too large 
to be protected from either fhore, but to fe- 
cure the inward harbours, and to provide 
againft diftrefles fimilar to thofe which be- 
fel the French fhipping at St# Maloes and 
Cherbourg in the laft war. 

Lieu* 
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Lieutenant Colonel Baftide, dircAorof 
engineers^was appointed to furrey the works, 
and ten thoufand pounds was granted to^ 
wards carrying them on. This plan was 
liowever never compleated, although a 
great deal was done^ as the walls of the em^ 
biyo fortification which ftill remain can 
teftify, 

A plan is now in agitation^ if it is not al^ 
ready begun^ of having a town built upon 
one of the adjoining hiUs^ with the ftono 
which was brought for the fortifications^ 
and it is to be called NeW'-Milford. 

We failed about for fome time upon, this 
magnificent lake^ for I can give it no name 
more adapted to its appearance^ and having 
almofl encompafied the whole of it» landed 

HUBBERSTOI^. 

This is one among the numerous harbours 
"which are found on every fhore of Milford 

H b haven. 
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liaven. It is in a flouriihing (late, exporting 
com, coals, and Unieilone. I fpeak com- 
paratively, when I fay it flourifhes ; I wodkl 
sot lead future travellers to expeA either 
accommodation or amuiement at this place, 
beyond what an alehouie can afibrd for the one, 
or a combination of fifhermen's huts fupply 
for the other. Formerly it was a more mi- 
ferable hole than it is now ; but fince the 
eflab^ifhment of the Waterfbrd packets, it 
lias gradually improved. Two of thefe 
convey paflengers from this port to Water- 
ford in Ireland, which has • proved of ntiite- 
rial advantage to the place. One of the 
packets had been fo fortunate as to make 
tWenty-nine tripsin three nK)nths. 

The diflance from Hubburfton to Wa- 
terford is twenty-three leagues ; but what 
makes this flation more convenient than 
moft others, is, that the packets can £ul at 
any time of the tide, and with almoft any 
wind, ftorms alone preventing them. 

Through 
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Through a country of no particular beau* 
ty, and chiefly remarkable for its flat cam- 
paign features^ we came from Hubburfton 

to 

HAVERFORD WEST, 

a ftrong well-built town commodioufly 
iituated by the fide of a hill^ on a creek of 
Milford haven^ over which it has a ftone 
))ridge of ibme grandeur. The ruins of the 
caftie are very large^ and prefent a fine ob* 
jed to the approach from Narbarth, 

It was evening when we arrived here^ and 
^s we did not intend to leave the place before 
jhe next morning, I ordered our fupper, 
;md went out with my companion to fur«* 
yey the town. 

We had proceeded but a few paces from 
the door, when I difcerned on the oppoflte 
jQde of the way fomething like a place of 
jconfinement; butfb barricadoedj aad fk mi- 
serable in its afpeA, that | jppnceived it to 

Hh2 be 
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be a' receptacle for wild beafts. Upon fur^ 
ther infpeftion^ I diicovered through a fmall 
window^ double grated^ a man in a melan^ 
choly attitude^ with a book in his hand. He 
was cloathed in the tattered remnants of a 
naval uniform^ and as we obftru<^<^ the 
light ^hich glimmered thrpugh the grate 
upon the pages of his book^ he darted^ 
and (aw us. We were going to with- 
draw^ when finding how much we were 
ftruck with his appearance^ he addrefled us» 
•• Gentlemen^ (fiid he) you fee here an un- 
fortunate officer of the navy, who, for a 
trifling debt, has fuflered five months im- 
priibnment in this abominable dungeon; 
without any fupport but fix>m the benevo- 
lence of ftrangers and the uncertain chari^ 
of a fewamong the inhabitants, denied even 
water to gratify his thirft, unlefs he can raiie 
a halfpenny to pay for it, and condemned 
fo linger here without a profpeft of re- 
feaic/r 



*v 



' Wi iflled him by what means he had 
fncurred {he <febt,' and how he became un- 
Ifble to difcharge it. 

He 
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He £dd he was a Lieutenant in the navy, 
and formerly belonged to a King's ihip, 
called the Trimmer. That he had been 
Rationed with the reft of his crew at Haver- 
ford. It happened one day that he was 
out upon a viiit, when his comrades hearing 
of fbme fmugglers went in purfuit of them, 
and left him on fhore. During their ab« 
ience, he had livedo he faid, as other gen- 
tlemen do in the neighbourhood. He had 
vifited them^ hunted with them, and par- 
Cook of the amufements of the place. 
When he wiflied to leave Haverford, he 
had written to his agent at Liverpool for 
cafli. The people of the houfe where he 
lodged knew this, and when the an- 
fwer returned, with a fpirit of parfimony 
hardly to be conceived, and in violation 
of every honeft and honourable principle, 
intercepted and broke it open. It was then 
difcovered that his agent had failed, and 
could remit him only five guineas, which 
were inclofed in the letter. This fum the 
iiarpies inftantly feized, and threw their 

tmfbrtunate viftim into the dungeon where 

we 
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we found him^ and >yhere he had languifh^ 
cd ever fince. 

I felt my blood chill will horror at his 
narrative, and interrupting him. In God's 
name, fir, faid I, have you no friends, i$ 
there not one to whom I fan write in your 
behalf? 

My name, faid he, is G — ^th* J was 
one of thofe who accompanied Captain 
Cook in his circumnavigations. I lived 
but by my profeflion, and have done fo 
from my infancy ; I have no relations, and 
hardly a fingle friend. There may be thofe 
who would haflen to extricate me, if they 
knew of my fituation, but I wifh to keep 
them ignorant of it, nor can I bear to apply 
to them. 

Finding all our intreaties were ineffec- 
tual, in endeavouring to ferve him by writ- 
ing to thofe who knew him, we begged he 
would accept of our afUflance in a different 
way, and leaving a frnall donation withhim^ 
3 we 
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Wt went to make other enquiries among the 
inhabitants. They ail knew him to be a 
gentleman of good charaAer, and great 
abili^ in his profeffion ; every information 
we received tended to invalidate his own 
aflertions ; but this only increafed our 
aftonifhment, to find that in fo large a town 
as Haverford-Weft, there could not be 
found liberality enough among the people, 
to iave a gentleman from prifon for a paltry 
tavern-bill. 

Once we heard he had made his efcape* 
A deferter was thrown into the fame dun-* 
geon with him> and this fellow effedted the 
means of his deliverance. They had not 
quitted their prifon above a quarter of an 
hour, before their flight was difcovered, and 
the gaoler rang the fire-bell to alarm the 
town. Mr. G— th and the deferter were 
then in one of the fields near the town. As 
foon as they heard they fire-bell Mr. G — th 
£unted. Overcome with weaknefs, from 
confinement, and the apprehenfion of being 
retaken, he fell at the feet of his compa- 

nion« 
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nion. Upon this, the deferter dragged lum 
into a ditch» and covering themfdhres widi 
fome new hay that was in the field, tkuj 
remained concealed until the mornings 
when they both endeavoured to ^ape. 
The deferter, being the fbongeft, ibon got 
out of the reach of his purfucrs ; but Mr. 
G— th, unacquainted with the country, 
and unable, from exceflive weakne&, to 
proceed, was re-taken by the Sheriff^s 
officers about twenty miles from the town. 
As ibon as he perceived them, he made a 
defperate attempt upon his own life, and 
before they could feize him, ftabbed him« 
ielfin the fide. The wound proved not 
mortal, and he recovered to und^go, what 
he dreaded much more, the horrors of his 
priibn. 

We returned to him again, and apolo- 
gizing for the meannefs of our former offer, 
begged we might improve it. He feemed 
overcome with the thoughts of having 
found a human being who could feel fi* 
his fituation« Upon fiirthcr converfatmn, 

I found 
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I found he was well acquainted with a feU 
low collegian of mine^ and with his whole 
fimily. He faid he was certain of having 
the command of a vefTel if he could be re-- 
leafed ; that he had frequently oHered to 
compromife with the woman who impri-» 
ibned him, and would give her cent^ per 
cent, for her money until it wis paid, if (he 
would enable him to return to his profeflion^ 
The inexorable d — ^1, for I cannot noW 
think of a worfe name for her, had refufed 
all his requefts, and would not pay the leafl: 
attention to any applicadon tliat was made 
for his releafe^ The original debt did not 
exceed twenty pounds^ but his profecutre&^ 
by her lallainoiis machinations, by rafcally 
attomies, Ind the expences of his impri^ 
fonment, had nearly doubled it. It was 
not until eleven at night that I gave over 
Hiy enquiries with refpedt to Mr. O — ^th ; 
and amcMig the variety of queftions we put 
to difierent people, no one gave him an ill 
word> but all were unanimous in encomiums 
upon him. Thus, in a hoftile country, 
furrounded with perfecutors, imprifonedt 

I i and 
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and in debt, he feemed Without an foemy« 
$ome defpaired of hia releafe, others wert 
in hopes he would receive his libcirty at the 
aiBzes^ as a fbciety of gentlemen had pron 
mifed fo fubfcribe for that purpofe. 

YE GENTLEMEN OF HAVER- 
FORD ! could ye not find one fpirk of 
pity or generofity refidcnt Iniong ft} ^ 
ftranger came and fell into misfortune^, Btid 
^as there not one Samaritan, who would 
yifit the prifon of the wretched, and foktii 
the iron fetters of his bondage ? Yea,, on» 
there was, and more than one, and happy 
muft th^y feel who have hitherto fitpportcd 
him in his captivity. But YE ALDER-^ 
MEN OF HAVERFORD ! for it is ta 
you I dedicate thcfe effufions of my foul-=^ 
and if ever your eyes glance upon theSei 
pag€& of my work, may the traces of my 
pen fink deep into your hearts, and pene-^^ 
trating thb iron folds around them, force 
put a fentirtient of contrition arid re-* 
piprfe. What, could ye not fpare the exu- 
berance of onQ feaD: ffom your gorgeous 
^ ,; ^ i appetites. 
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appetites^ to fuccour a bulwark of your 
country— ^a ion of Neptune? Could jrou 
not ipare the price of one dinner^ to re« 
Uevc a fellow-creature in diftrcfs ? oh 
fliame ! ihame ! ihame upon you> YE 
ALDERMEN OF HAVERFORD!!! 

Peace to the afhes of the benevolent 
HOWARD ! what a fcope for his philan- 
thropy would have been offered, had h« 
Vifited the dungeon at Haverford. He it 
gone to receive the reward of his virtues, 
but his name fhall be imniortaL 

TV fpirit$ of the good, who bend from high. 

Wide o'er thefe earthly fcenes their partial ey^* 

When firft, array'd in virtue's purcft robe^ 

They faw her Howard traverfing the globe ; 

Saw round his brows her fun like glory blaze. . ^ 

In arrowing circles of unwearied rays ; 

Miftook a mortal for an angel guefl. 

And a{k*d what feraph foot the earth impref!. 

Love? of the plants. Canto. II. pw M. 

♦ • ■. 

I never felt more difpofed to quit any 

place ' than Haverford. The thqughi:? of 
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Mr. G — ^th's fufferings, added to the filthi-- 
Bcis of our inn, and the unwelcome depcMt* 
inent of every yawning countenance we met 
upon our return to it, fo prejudiced us 
againft the whole town that we ordered 
horfes to be in readinefs before fun-rife the 
next morning. 

- Creeping into my miferable ftye, for I 
could not be guilty of fo grofs a compliment 
as to call it a bed-room, I endeavoured 
to compofe myfelf to fleep. The (heets 
iluck to my back with dampnefs, ai^ 
not having been changed fince the laft 
aflizes, contained fiich a quantity of fand, 
which the feet of my predeceflbrs had 
imported from the floor, that I was 
determined to iit up the whole night. 
The thoughts of Mr. G — th, in his horrid 
dungeon, but ^ few yards froni me, feemed 
to reproach mp for my difcontent, and 
feeling thankful that I was out of their clut- 
ches, I fell afleep. 

When we came* to our chaife in the 
morning, we found four horfes affixed to it, 

whereas 



tOOTH or IKOLAND, ScC, 1^5 

^vhcreas we had ordered but two, and an 
impudent fcoundrel at thef door inMing 
upon our ufing them. We had no alterna- 
tive, .we muft either obey his orders, or 
remain at Haverfbrd, and God knows with 
what alacrity I chofe the leflcr evil, to 
avoid the greater. * Any inconvenience 
was better than flaying with Pharaoh and 
all bis bo fly fo away we drove, execrating 
the whole tribe, and fearful left the well- 
known words, with which Dr. Johnfon 
addrefled a crow in the Highlands, fhould 
be made applicable to us — What^ have 
wings ^ andfiay here F 

For thirty miles, until we reached 

CARDIGAN, 

we were peftered by inceflant rain. Our 

poftillions 

* Mr. Wyndham alfo complains of the chicanery and 
impoiition that waspraAifed upon him at Haverford-Weft. 
(fee page 82 of his Tour through Monmouthihire and 
•Wales) Indeed it is fo inhofpitable a place, and contains fo 
little worth a traveller's notice, that t would advife others to 
throw it entirely out of their rDut« ; or, if they cannot avoid 
paffing t&nmgb it, to make as fbort a ftay there as poflible. 
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poiliiHons aiTured us^ that great part of the 
country was beautiful^ but it was & com^ 
pletely eaveloped in impenetrable darknefs^ 
that we could hardly difcer n an dbjed:« 

At Cardigan we found much the fame 
deciiive language from our landlord^ as we 
met with at Haverford, although the inn 
here is a palace to the other. Without 
Voting to know what it was our pleafiire 
to do, js foon as we alighted, **' Gentle^ 
men!" faid he, " you cannot go any fur- 
ther this evening — ^you muji {izy here all 
night, and you muji proceed with four 
horfes in the morning, and you mufi go 
forty miles the next ftage, and you muJi,** 
&c. '* Say you fo, my good friend," faid I 
interrupting him, for I was determined not 
to bear this infolence — ** but I am to con- 
vince you that we will do none of thefe 
things/* I then ran to the Quay, and find- 
ing a veflel bound for Aberyftwyth, defired 
they would take us. They confented, but 
afterwards hearing a word from the land^ 
lord of the inn, made an excufe and 

;^ reftUcd^ 
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refufed. Upon this I Went to the village of 
St. Ogmil, about two miles irom Abbeiyft-. 
with, and there hired a veflel on purpofe 
jEbrus. They were to be in readincfs'as 
fotm as the tide fenred next mornihg, in J 
promifed to call for us at that time. Thus 
one part of our landlord's decifion became 
complete ; we were compelled to ftay all 
night with him, and he t6ok cire that the 
whole fhould be fo, for when the men camtf 
to call us in the mornihg, he either bribed 
or terrified them from their duty, and we 
heard 116 more of them. 

Having thus affbfded fome idea of the 
treatment Englifhmen will meet with iir 
Wale8> unlefs they proceed with circum-i 
fpedtion, it is neceflary I fhould fay fome- 
thing of Cardigan, and its environs; 

Of the countr^ between Haverford Weft 
and this fown, I can only fpeak from the 
opinion of others. The inceflant rains 
which continued ta buffet us the whold 

way^ 



way^ prevented me from fonning any op* 
nion of my own. 

The town of Cardigan is neat and well 
built. The approach to it fixun the iouth^ 
is by a flone bridge thrown over die river 
Teivy. 

Robert Fitz Stephen^ the firft Briton 
that ever attempted to reduce Ireland to 
fubje^on» once pofTefTed this place. As 
for the caftle, it was originally fortified by 
Roger Montgomery, who with William 
Fitzo(borne> led the Norman van at the 
battle of Haftings. Part of the ancknt 
walls are ftill remaining, but the inward 
materials have long fince been removed. 

In the evening after our arrival, the hori- 
zon once more brightened, which tempted 
us, at fo late an hour as feven, to make an 
excurfion up the Teivy. This river is fa- 
mous for the largeft and fineft falmon in 
Great-Britain. They fell at a low rate, 
owing to the diftance of Cardigan from the 

metropolis. 
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ln6tropolis, or any other place of public 
refort. The common price is two-pence 
or three-pence per pound, but we were in* 
fermedy that falmon not unfrequently fells 
Sor fo imall a price as one penny per pound. 

We had not proceeded far upon this 
delightful piece of water, before our atten-* 
lion was wholly engroffcd by the furround* 
ing icenery. The fun was finking l>ehind 
the hills, the lofty banks of the Teivy> 
which for two hundred feet, from the 
water's brink to their fummit, were com- 
pleatly co\iered with wood, began to caft a 
gloom upon the objedts around us. For 
fome time we were entirely engroffcd in 
the contemplation of this fylvan fcene^ 
when all at once it was fuddenly intercept-^ 
ed by a lofty, naked, and projecfting rock, 
on which ftand the romantic ruins of the 
cafUe of Cilgarron* The effe<ft is bold> 
abrupt^ and beautiful. AU that the imagi-^ 
nation has fuggefted of Sir Bertrand, and 
the terrors of" enchantment, feemed here 
verified. 

Kk While 
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Wh3e we were gazing at the (battered 
walls of this gloomy fi>rtrefs, a number of 
figures, apparently in punch bowls, with 
each a wand in his hand, came fuddenfy 
floating round the foundation, and paffing 
us like lightning, were hurried down the 
^eam until we iaw them no more. I was 
all ailonifhment. My companion burftinto 
a fit of laughter. Jeremy, with his mouth 
wide open and his neck flretched out, gazed 
at them till they vanifhed, and then ex*- 
claimed, ** Blefs my old fhoes ! what be 
they ? witches in a whirlwind ?" A iecond 
troop appeared, but not being ai>le to pais 
us fo abruptly, I had leifure to examine 
them more minutely. The whole phasno« 
menon was now developed ; they proved to 
be nothing more that a party of fifherment 
who were eameftly engaged in purfuing 
their ufual method of taking fahnon. This is 
done in veflels, called coracles,* which arc 
conftrudted after the following manner. 

* The vitUia nmngia of TUnjf and in more modern timer 
'called eorades, from their being covered with cono, or 
Judes. 

% . They 
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They make a fmall frame of wicker work, 
in (hape much refembling the bowl of a 
ipoon. This is covered with materials, 
compofed of old blanket and canvas, and 
being properly fecured with a thick vamifh 
of pitch, is entrufted to the waters. A 
twifted withy is fixed to each fide of the 
centre of the feat, which ferve^ as a handle 
to the fifherman, when he carries his boat 
from place to place, and as a circle to con- 
fine him to the preciie fpot, where an exatft 
equilibrium can only prevent him from be- 
ing overfet. The dexterity of the natives 
who fifli in thefe veflels, is amazing, though 
it frequently happens to the moft expert, 
that a large fifh will pull both the man and 
the boat under water.* 

K k 2 Embarking 

* Mr. Wyndham, among his numerous quotations 
from Giraldus, has inferted two, in a note, upon this fub* 
jeft; wbkb, as they fhew the antiquity of the coracles, 
and the celebrity of the Teivy, inthofe days» for its abun- 
dance of falmout I hope I may be excu&d for introducing* 

Cum autem navicul^m falmo injeAu9 cauda fortiter 

peicuflerity bod aMqtw pcricnlo pkiumqne vidbiram pa« 

riter 
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Embarking in thefe foul veffeis, widi 
their net in one hand, and a paddle in the 
other, they float along the tide, and take 
the flnefl: falmon in the world. ' This trade 
is not confined to the men, the women 
bear a fhare in the labom*, and are fiill as 
expert in the management of a coracle as 
the fords of the creation J^ 

When they have floated as far down the 
river as they chufe, they put to fhae, and 

taking 

ritcr et vc<5lorein evertit. Naviculas i(bs Pifcatores patriae 
ritu eundo et redcundo porta nt humeris. Giraldus Camb. 

P- 273- 

Fhivius Teivi, proe cundlis Cambrioe fluviis falmcme 
praepingui foxundif&mus, p. 178. 

• Mrs. .Macaulay, celebrated for her hiftory of the 
Stuarts, was converiing one evening upon rubje(5b of lite- 
rature, and having worfled an old pedant, during a long 
difcuifion, was fevereiy reprimanded by hira, for interfer- 
ing with topics foreign to her fcx. *• Purfue, madam ! faid 
he, the humble duties of domeftic life, and leave the intri- 
cacies of fcience to be explored only by the Lari.^ of the 
creation/' Juft at this inlbnt a fervant entered, and an- 
nounced the arrival of Mrs. Macaulay*s chairmen, •* Fray, 
faid (he, te}l the two Lords of the creation to wait anot)ief 
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taking their boats upon their backs, walk 
along the banks, as they are unable to pro«- 
ceed againft the tide in coracles, and launch-* 

» 

ing them at a convenient place, embark 
again, finifhing as before. During the 
whole night, this is their employment, un- 
Icls a fufficient quantity of fifli is taken 
before that time expires. Nothing can be 
more lingular than the appearance of theie 
coracles ; a whole fleet of them embark to-t 
gethcr, and it is furprifing to fee the velo- 
city with which they proceed. 

One of them had caught a fine ialmon, 
weighing about forty pounds, which they 
offered us for five Ihillings. 

The tide having covered the old foot- 
path to the caftle, I found the approach to 
it very difficult. A little boy, who was my 
guide, led me up the lofty banks among 
brambles and trees, and fharp flcep rocks, 
which though obflaclcs to me, were no im- 
pcdimyents to him, for without fhocs, flock- 
iDg$> Of hat, away he went, fkipping and 

jumping 
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jumping from one point to the other, en* 
couraging me, in Welfli, to follow and fear 
nothing, for he knew the way. 

When we came to the caftle, it was 
nearly dark, but I could difcern enough ta 
conceive what a profped: day light would 
afford of the river, the hills, and the woods^ 
Groping my way amongft the ruins, I came 
to a fhattered flaircafe, which led to the 
top of a round tower, and communicated 
to the entrances of feveral old apartments, 
whofe floors had given way by time and 
had fallen in huge fragments below* As I 
entered, my little guide lofl all his former 
courage, and with his hair on end retreat- 
ed to the middle of the court, calling out 
in broken Englifh, '^ No, doMnt, doant^ 
Jperrits ! Jperrits ! there is Jperrits about /'* 
I gained the fummit after fbme difficulty, 
and at a diflance faw my companions in the 
boat. While I was looking at them, and 
admiring the effedt of the evening upon the 
fading fcenery, I heard behind me, among 
fome old weeds and bufhes that whiiUed 

hollow 
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hollow as they waved in the crevices of the 
walU a coarfe convulfive hiiling, fomething 
refembling that of a ferpent, but louder^ 
and more like the noife of a goofe, I 
liftened^ and looked about me^ but all was 
iilent. " It muft be wind," faid I, and 
was making the bed: of my way down tho 
mouldering ftaircafe, when the fame found 
was repeated in a tone that made my blood 
curdle in my veins. I ftood ftock ftill; 
the noife increafed, and all at once, from 4 
dark hole among the battlements, out flew 
an overgrown white owl, hifling as it went, 
until I loft it in the gloom of the night. I 
own I felt myfelf rather eafier at the de- 
|>arture of my fage neighbour, although I 
place no faith in that fpecies of fupematu^ 
ral agency, which my juvenile conduftof 
denominated ^^m//, and being in a fpout-^ 
ing humour, repeated, as I defcended to the 
court below, Beatties beautiful lines. 

While the loDC owl, on pinions grcy^ 

Breaks from the ruflMing boughs, 
And down the lone vale fails away 

To more profound repofo, 

3 Whethef 
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Whether my guide thought I was in- 
voking Hecate^ or faying the Lord's prayer 
backwards^ I could not difcover^ but during 
our return^ he took care to keep me at a 
diflance, and obferving a moft profound 
filence the whole way, never ventured to 
open his lips, until we rejoined our impa- 
tient companions. 

It was now very dark, the landfcape had 
&ded away, the rich profped: on each fide 
of the Teivy was hid in obfcurity, and we 
were happy to get back to our inn again, 
and betake ourfelves to refl. 

We left Cardigan the next moming, and 
dangerous as the paiTage is faid to be from 
that place to Aberyfhvyth, had to lament 
that we did not perform it by water. The 
country, during a tedious journey of forty 
miles, fliewed us nothing but dreary moors^ 
barren wilds, bad roads, and poor cottagers. 
The only houfe of accommodation Is about 
twenty-two miles from Cardigan i we dined 
there, and reached 

ABERYSTWYTH 
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ABERYSTWYTH, 

juft as it grew dark. 

It is a pleafant little town, fituated on an 
esSy elevation by the fea fide, in a ipacious 
valley between two hills, and at the mouths 
of the rivers Yftwyth and Ryddol. It af- 
fords a good fhore for bathing, and is fre-* 
quented by many families during the fum^ 
men 

We ipent our evening at the Talbot 
Inn, a very refpedable houfe, ^nd remark-^ 
able for the cleanlinefs of its accommoda- 
tions, and the great civility of its mafter 
and miftrefs. 

Here we had, for the firft time fincc wc 
entered Wales, the pleafure of hearing the 
mufic of the country, in its pure flate, from 
a poof blind female harper. She could 
ipeak no Ertgliih, nor play any Englifh 
tunes, except Captain Mackintojb and the 
White Cockade^ There was fo much na- 

L 1 tivc 
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tive fimplicity in her appearance^ and the 
features of forrow were fo vifible in her 
oountenance^ that no one could behold her 
unmoved. She was led in by the waiter, 
drefled after the ftyle of her country wo- 
men, in a coarie woollen gown, and a hat 
of black beaver. She had feated hcrfelf in 
a corner of the room, and by an involun-i 
tary motion, I drew my chair clofc to hers. 
A predileAion for Welfli mufic, would 
alone have difpofed me to liften to the harp; 
but our blind minftrel, with her untaught 
harmony, called forth all our admiration, 
and attention became the tribute of pity. 
When ihe touched the ftrings, fhe difj^y** 
^d all the execution and taile of the moft 
refined mafter. Her mode of fingering was 
gracefiil, light, and elegant ; her cadences 
inexpreflibly fweet. We had never before 
heard fuch tones fi-om the harp ; (he ran 
through all the mazes of Welfh harmoayi 
and delighted us, with the fongs of the bards 
of old. She feemed to celebrate the days 
of her fore-fathers, and fitncy led me to iO« 
terpret the tenor of her melody. It fang 
S the 
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the fidl of Llewellyn, and broke forth in a 
rapid tumultuous movement, expreffive of 
the battles he had fought, and the laurels 
he had won. 

All. at once ihe changed the ftrain ; the 
movement became flow, foft, and melan- 
choly — ^it was a dirge for the memory of 
the flaughtered bards, the departed poets 
of other times. An air was introduced af- 
ter a momentary paufe, which vibrated upon 
our very heart firings. With trembling 
hands, and in a tone of peculiar melody, 
ihe told us the fad tale of her own diftrefs. 
She fung the bleflings of light, and pour- 
trayed in cadences the forrows of the 
blind. 

Without any fupport but her harp, de- 
prived of her fight, fiiendlefs, and poor, 
ihe had wandered from place to place, de- 
pending entirely upon the charity of ftran- 
gers. We were told that (he contrived to 
obtain a decent livelihood by her talents 
&>r mufic, nor did we woader at it, for 

L 1 2 who 
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who can refufe pity to the fufieiings of ha« 
mani^, when the voice of melodjr breaks 
forth in its behalf. 

The next morning we hired a cfaaife to 
take us through the Vale of Hjddol, to the 
Devil's Bridge^ near the great £dl of the 
Monach, the greateft curioiity in all Wales. 
The guide, who conducts flrangers to the 
fpot, is a female, and lives in a mean little 
hut, built entirely of dirt and weeds. It i$ 
eafily known from other cottages, by its 
diftin(^on, in having a tree upon the top 
of it, which I believe is growing there to 
this day. It conflils of two apartment^ 
in one of which I found a horfe and a cow, 
and the other the whole family of pigs, 
ducks, dogs, cats, men, women and child- 
ren. The hole by which we entered, 
ferved both as a window and a door, and a 
fmall opening at the top, fuffered the fmoke 
to pafs out. In one corner of this mife- 
rable hovel, fat the jolly damfel who was to 
condudl us to the bridge. She accofled us 
in broken Englifh, begged we would be 

feated 
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leated upon the bed, which ferved both as 
a table and a chair to the whole family, 
and promifed to attend us as foon as fhe 
had finifhed peeling her turnips* J aflifted 
her in this operation, and we foon finifhed 
them all, upon which fhe dropped a thick 
woollen petticoat, put on her beaver, curt- 
feyed, and faid fhe was ready to attend us. 

Entering by a fmall gate on the left- 
hand fide of the road, we defcended a fleep 
craggy hill, diverfified with abundance of 
trees, whofe thick foliage was fcarcely to 
be penetrated by the beams of the fun. 
Here, winding through a rich variety of 
thicket and underwood, apparently fre- 
quented but by the mountain goat, we 
followed our buxom damfel through brier 
and thorn, until we came to the bottom of 
the cafcadc. 

> It is my earnefl: wifh to paint the beau- 
ties of this aflonifhing fcene in a flyle fome- 
what adequate to its fingular and wonder- 
fill appearance ; but alas ! the attempt, 

futile 
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futile and inefficacious^ ferves onty to con« 
vince me of my extreme temerity. Con- 
icious therefore as I muft feel of my 
inability to delineate its features^ I (hall in- 
troduce a fimple outline of the whole ; at 
the fame time apologizing to the partial 
few, whofe candour has led them thus far 
in the perufal of my hafly fketches^ for my 
fcanty detail • 

It has been a fource of much furjHife to 
me, to obferve the little notice that travel- 
lers have taken of this place. Moft of 
them have made a point of vifiting the 
bridge, but few, indeed hardly any, have 
paid attention to the cataradl. To what 
can this be owing ? to a want of proper 
information, or a deiire of avoiding the 
fmall fhare cf fatigue which the view of it 
requires. One would hardly attribute it to 
the latter, and indeed the former feems the 
moft probable, as without knowing before- 
hand the wonders of the fpot, they might 
be eafily neglefted. It cannot be from a 
mUlaken notion, that there is nothing fio- 

gular 



guUr in this f^l of the River Monach, for 
I am confident in a&rting, both from what 
I have feen myfelf, and fiom what I have 
gathered fix)m others^ that it has not a 
parallel in any part of Great Britain or 
Ireland. It is, how^ever, no glaring fpec- 
tftcle, no forced exhibition displayed to the 
gari(h eye df a turnpike traveller ; it lies 
emlx^fomed ill the deep recefs of a fecret 
valley, and roars unfeen, unheard, amidft 
the gloom of die furrounding precipices. 

Where eadi okli poetic mountain, 

Infpiration breatlies around ; 
Every grove, and hallowM fountain, 

Murmur*s deep a folemn found. 

caAt. 

Thofe who refide near the fpot, ac*. 
cuftomed to the horrors of the place, by a 
daily tafk of vifiting the bridge with ftran- 
gers, gladly pafs over the reft of the job, 
and unlefs particularly ordered to point out 
the cafcade, feel happy in having efcaped 
the fatigue of it. 

Since 
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Since my return from this expedituxi^ I 
procured Mr. Wyndham's account of his 
tour through Monmouthfhire and Waks. 
I have before taken notice of the difficulty 
I had in obtaining it. I had heard of Mr. 
Wyndham's accuracy in the defcriptive^ 
and longed to know what would be his 
ientiments of this lingular fcene ; but how 
was I furprifed and diiappointed to find that 
a writer fo admired^ even Mr. Wyndham 
himfelfj had neglected to pourtray the cata- 
ract of the Monach. Like others^ he had 
been at the bridge^ but apparently inienfi- 
ble of any curiofity in its vicini^, con«- 
fines himielf iblely to that object. Cha- 
grined at this inadvertency in a writer, 
whofe footfleps I had fb often followed, I 
explored the pages of an author,* not alto- 
gether fo reipeClable. His account of this 
place is truly laughable, but as he himielf 
fays, he copied it from fome journal that 
fell into his hands, and did not viiit the 
bridge himfelf, we cannot wonder that it is 

ridiculous. 

* Mr. Gilpin. 
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ridiculous. He fays (for I muft beg leave 
to entertain my reader a few moments witlj 
this journal, in its piSlurefque accoutre- 
ments) he does not clearly underfland the 
nature of the fcenery here, from the account 
given in his journal.* That the plan of it 
is a rocky chafm, over which is tlirown an 
arch. Between thefe cheeks, fays he, and 
juft beneath the bridge (only about two 
hundred and fifty feet below it) the river 
Funnacb (a name never given to the river 
Monacb before, fince his Satanic Majefly 
built his arch over it) falls abruptly down 
the ipace oi feveral yards ^ and afterwards 
meeting with other fteeps, ma(kes its way, 
after a few of thefe f trifling) interruptions, 
into the Rhydol (leg. Rhyddol) a little below. 
(For little^ read fix hundred and fifty feet ! ) 
He then proceeds tojuppofe, that the bridge 
is an intere fling objeSl^ and underjiands, that it 
confifts of two arches, one thrown over the 
other; that the under one was built by 
the Devil, and that the common people 

• Vide " Obfcrvations relative to ptSherefjui beauty," &c. 

p. 80, line 1 8. 

M m thought 
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conceived or exprefled* The bare men* 
tion of a river, precipitated from a height 
of four hundred feet, conveys an idea <^ 
fomething great, of fomething unuiiially •? 
magnificent. But when to this is added 
the peculiar wildnefs and gigantic features 
of the fcenery which furrounds the fall of 
the Monach, no defcription whatever can 
do it juflice. Soon after its defcent, it nins | 
into the Rhyddol, which river alfo dii^lays 
a beautiful cafcade, before its utihln with y 
the Monach. Several brooks and fhia]]er 

■ 

ftreams are feen falling from the tops of tbe 
high mountains on all fides, and lofinjg^ 
themfelves in the valley below. Thus vn^'\ 
feemed furrounded by water-falls, many ot.u 
which deferved our notice had it not been 

■ 

for the fall of the Monach which defervedl^N^ 

engrofled our whole attention. 

From the cafcade we proceeded to tfaQ^; 
Devil's Bridge, which has been ei 
over a wonderful chafm worn in the 
rock by the perpetual cataraft of the ,^ 
Monach during a feries of ages. 

This 




I 



« 
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This is literally bridge upon bridge. 
The original arch is very ancient, and of 
courfe fix)in its great antiquity and un-* 
ccmunon fituation, has been attributed by 
illiteracy and fuperflition^ to the agency of 
a fupernatural architect. It is fuppoied 
that it was thrown over the chafm by the 
Monks ibme centuries ago. The upper 
arch has been erected at the expence of 
the county^ as the other had fallen into 
great decay and was become very danger* 
ous. It was formed by a centre made 
upon the old one» and when it was com* 
pleted the timber work was removed 
from between the two arches, fo that the 
original arch ilill remains. 

The depth to the water under the bridge, 
is at leaft two hundred and fifty feet, 
while the chafm gradually expands itfelf 
above the bridge to the height of three hun* 
dred more. From the downmofl bottom, 
to the uppermofl fummit of this extraordi- 
nary 
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nary vaUey, nfes an ezubefant mantle of 
cal^aflies, witch dms, andhazdf. Tlie 
bridge itfelf is £> dofi^ environed widi 
tbeir fhadest that neitfaer one arch nor the 
other can be feen by the tra^idkr intfaoiit 
his firft making a difficuk deicent.^ The 
beautiful verdure of the woods riies to the 
higheft brink of this tremendous chaiin, and 
then abruptly flops : All above are moun* 
tains, bleak and horrid; the melancholy 
fiir&ce of which produces only a rank» 
(:oarie, and mournful grafs« 

The intrepid female, who aded w our 
guide, conduced me, at the hazard of my 
life, between the arches which compolc the 
bridge. The water had petrified as it fell 

from 



^ The tflBCKed pitte viM comrey an idei of tMs defcent. 
I was fortanateeDQugh to obtain tlieorigiaal £rom thepeii' 
dl of Henry Spence, Ef^. It is allomd by ail who kkym 
feen it to be the moft correal view ever takei^of the fccBerf 
at the Devii*s Bridge, at the fame time it diljplays a fped- 
tnen of that fuperior talle fo peculiar to the produdUons of 
its author. 

3 
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-from the upper arch. I gathered feme 
ijAcimenSy which hung like icicles ; they 
were from two to three inches in lengthy 
foft, opake^ and flightly tinged with a yel- 
low colour. 

From the furrounding mountains, the 
higheft of which is Plinlimmon, moft of the 
principal rivers in Wales derive their fource ; 
the Severn, with its tributary ftreams, the 
Wye, the Yftwyth, the Teivy, and many 
others. Mr. Wyndham, in fpeaking of the 
fcenery on his approach to the Devil's 
Bridge, is fo peculiarly happy in his mode of 
defcription, that I cannot refifl a momen- 
tary propenfity for plagiariftn, and muft 
therefore be excufed if I copy him 
verbatim. 

" We now made (fays he) a ferpentine 
** courie over the doubtful paths of a long 
** morafs, while the mountains around us 
** appeared more horrible than any we had 
** feen before. They were of a greater 
" height and larger extent; while thei-^ 

*^ tops 



i 



'' tops ended in fo nuny vanoas and irregu- 

'' lar ihapcs, and formed ib undulatingtaii 

'' horizon, that a wann imagination might 

*' almoil conceive the mountains were im* 

'' pelled, and driven on by a fupematuial 

" ilcrm, in immcnfe waves and brokeii 

" fweUs." 

Returning to Abenflwyth, we had a 
very fine prolpedl of the vale of Ryddol. 
The river Rycdol winds through it; and 
forms a fcene well worth a traveller's atten- 
tion. We were next conducted to the re- 
markable bridge which I have endeavoured 
to give an idea of in the plate annexed. It 
is called Ponpren or Pont^pren which figni- 
fies a "Ji'^oden bridge ^ or a wooden foot bridge^ 
and is fituated about feven miles from 
Abcryftwyth in the vale of Ryddol, or, as 
the Welfh call it, in Coombe Ryddol. The 
fcenery around it partakes of the feature^ 
of the country. Nature has been fb libe- 
beral of her rocks, woods, and water, that 
in this part of the world they ftem tq be 
concomitant, and one is never found with- 

■ 

out the other. 

SECTION 
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SECTION THi FIFTH. 
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AFTER leaving Aberyftwyth we en- 
tered North Wales, and it was curious 
to obferve how fuddcnly the features of the 
country aflumed a change. South Wales is 
fertile, hilly, and affords many pleaiing land* 
fcapes, but it will not admit of a comparifbn 
with the profpedts in the northern dif- 
trift of the principality. The fcenery there 
becomes uncommonly grand. The whole 
complexion of North Wales is bold and 
fublime. Vaft mountains rife one above 
the other, hiding their awful fummits in 

Nn the 
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the clouds. The beauties of South Wales 
are certainty well worthy of attention. 
They confift of pidhirefque landfcaptfs, 
caftellate ruins, and a fine country orna- 
mented with verdure, woods, and agricul- 
ture. But thefe are to be found in other 
countries, and in many parts of England, 
fimilar fcenes are eafily met with. In 
North Wales we meet with a country. Jut 
generis y Angular in its kind, magnificent, 
ftriking, and fuperb. I have never feen 
any thing that can juftly be compared with 
it. There is fomething like it in North- 
America, and Switzerland, often exhibits a 
refemblance upon a larger fcale. But (till 
they have not that extravagant wildnefs, nor 
have they, if I may be allowed fuch a li- 
berty of words, the angry grandeur of 
North Wales. 

Leaving Cardiganfhire we entered Me- 
rioneth, and paflcd through 



MAC- 
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MACHYNLETH* 



Afterwards we dined at a fmall place called 

. MALLWYDD, 

and could not but admire the amazing differ* 
ence that a few miles progrefs had made 
in the furrounding fccnery. We here be- 
held (heep feeding in the clouds and hang- 
ing, as it were, all down the fides of precis 
pices almoft perpendicular. 

« 

Proceeding forward, we faw torrents of 
water falling in broken channels from the 
very fummit of the mountains. The val- 
lies form a beautiful contraft to the refl of 
the fcenery, fmiling with cultivation, and 
richly divcrfified with wood and water. 
All the way from Mallwydd, until we 
came to 

DOLGELLY, 

we were delighted with thefe ftupendous 
views. We had been for fome time enve- 

N n 2 loped 
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loped in one of thofc Impenetrable mifts 
which perpetually veil the tops of the high 
mountains, when, as we began to defcehJ 
and the clouds difperfed, we beheld Dol- 
gelly in a rich vale below. It really ap- 
peared like a piece of tranfparent painting. 
The rain had ceafed and as the fun was juft 
breaking through a cloud, we commanded 
the whole town, with its river, bridge, &c. 
On one fide of us the famous Cader Idris^ 
mentioned by Camden, reared its monftrous 
top high above all the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and hid its dark vifage in the clouds. 
We were told that a gentleman had been 
two fucceeding years at Dolgelly in hopes 
of afcending. this mountain in a clear day. 
He had always been difappointed, and I 
believe it rarely condefcends to^ujiveil its 
majeftic brow. We once caught a flight 
view of the top of it from the door of our 
inn, as a cloud paffed by, but they told us 
that the higheft point lay farther behind 
the mountains, and was not to be feen from 
that place. 

Ade- 
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A defcendant of Cadwallader entertain* 
cd us. in the evening upon the harp ; but 
we could not compliment him upon his 
perforaiance. Perhaps the blind minflrel 
of Aberyftwyth had put us out of conceit 
with all harpers but herfelf. 

At this place they all fpeak Welfh, and 
we found great difficulty in being under-* 
flood. 

Dolgelly is the capital of the county. It 
is a poor^ dirty, miferable, little place, andy 
although it makes fuch a fine appearance 
from the furrounding mountains, contains 
nothing worth a moment's notice within 
itfclf. 

We were furprifed at the beauty of the 
horfes both in North and South Wales. 
You hardly ever meet a butter-wench, or 
the meaneft peafant, without feeing them 
well mounted. And thefe horfes, though 
dearer than they were formely, are ftill re- 
markably cheap. I fliould think a dealer 

would 



would have good iiitereft fen: his moiAty^ 
who coald afibrd to make a journey among 
the wilds of Wales and purcbafe cattle for 
the London markets. 

When we left Dolgelly we pafied by two 
cafcadeSy which they faid were the fineft in 
North Wales. Our time however was fo 
preffing that we could not Itop to view 
them. The principal one is the fall of Dol- 
y-Myllin, and it is to be found behind the 
fmall houie of a widow Vaughan, about 
five miles from EXolgelly^ by turning to the 
left^ out of the main road to Carnarvon. 
There are a number of other catarads in 
this neighbourhood, and what makes them 
Angular is, that they are each of them the 
fall of a feparate river, although two of 
them, of which this catarad: of Dol-y- 
Myllin is one, are not five hundred yards 
diftant from one another. None of thefe 
cafcades are equal to the fall of the Monach 
at the Devil's Bridge, neverthelefs, they 
ought not to be ncgledted by thofe who 

fol- 
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tbllaw this route and have leifure to viiit 
them* 

From Dolgelly we had a moft moun- 
tainous journey the whole way. The dif- 
ferent profpefts however, as we paffed, am- 
ply repaid us for the flow progrefs we 
made. . We faw feveral rivers that appear- 
ed one continued cafcade. They referable 
one I mentioned at Ivy- Bridge, in De- 
vonfhire, and although they boafl of that 
river as a great curiofity, and affirm it to be a 
fingular fpedacle, if they were to make an 
excuriion through Wales, they would find 
that^almofl all the rivers in that principa- 
liCy aflume the fame appearance, and foam 
over their craggy beds frequently with 
more interruption, and. in a flyle of greater 
grandeur, as their defcent is generally more 
abrupt and vehement. As inftances of this 
I would mention the TaefFe, near the Pont- 
y-prtdd in South Wales, the Monach and 
Ryddol, in Cardiganfhire near Aberyft wyth, 
and the beautifid view of the river at Pont- 
aber-^fdyn, in Merionethshire. 

After 
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After encountering thefc wild fcenes ibr 
eighteen miles, and being almoft fatisfied 
with ups and downs^ we fuddenly entered 
upon a mod beautiful valley. 

One cultivated fpot there was, that fpread 
Its fiow*ry bofom to the noon-day beam» 

Where many a rofe-bud rears his blufhing heady 
And herbs for food with future plenty team* 



Along this narrow valley you might fee 

The wild goats fporting in the meadow ground^ 

^d here and there a folitary tree, 

Or molTy flone, or rock with woodbine cxown*d« 



BSATTIB. 



I believe all travellers have united in ad- 
miring the exquiiite profpedt of the Vale of 
Feftiniog, Whether it is owing to the 
contrail it oiFers to the neighbouring coun* 
try, or.the unufual beauty of its culture, I 
am unable to fay. It reminded me of the 
vale of Abbyflinia, in Dr. Johnfon's elegant 
little Romance. Surrounded on all fides 

3 with 
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with high mountains, adorned with the 
moft flouri(hing verdure and happy in its 
difplay of wood and water. I doubt whether 
any fpot in the whole illand of Great 
Britain will bear a competition with this. 

# 

Here is a homely but decent and well* 
flirnifhed inn, well known to all who have 
been this road by the name cf 

TAN-Y-BWLCH, 

I 

where gentlemen frequently pafs feme 
months in the fummer. To thofe who feek 
retired and romantic fcenes, this valley 
would offer many allurements. Without 
being a prey to the affefted refinement of 
a modern fentimentaliji^ I could not look back 
at the peace and folitude of this enchant- 
ing fpot, without wiftiing to prolong my 
view. If hereafter I may be enabled to 
tread the fequeflered fhades of this delight- 
ful valley, I fhall rejoice. Acalmnefs dwells 
there, which would make an anchorite of 
a metropolitan! and thofe moil bigotted to 

Oo fo- 
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(bciety, would gladly refign the buffifi^i 

the cares of it to feclude themfdves 

the filence and the ferenity of Feftiniog.^v^^ 




Afcending the rough fununits of 
craggy mountains, we once more encoun- 
tered the wilds of Merioneth. With lour 
horfes, a light chaife, little luggage, and 
walking frequently ourfelves to make that 
little lefsy we were three hours in gaining 
(even miles. Thus it may be conceived 
what a country we were in. The toil and 
tardinefs of our progrefs would have heen 
infupportable, had it not been for the pro- 
fpedls around us ; the grandeur of which 
feemed to increafe, in proportion to our pro-r 
penfity to murmur. 

At about four o'clock we reached the 
&mous 

PONT-ABER-GLASSLYN, 

commonly called the DeviFs Bridge. The 
peafants of Wales are as fuperftitious as die 

Lap- 
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Laplanders* They behold this bridge with 
aftoniflimenty and not being able to con-^ 
ccive the mode of its conftruftion at once 
aicribe it to that ingenious architedt, the 
arcA Apoftate. Their anceftors they fay 
engaged his fatanic majeffy to build for 
them a bridge from the foot of one moun- 
tain to the other acrofs a very rapid river. 
He was to have for his labour the firft that 
went over it after it was finifhed. They 
contrived, however, to delude him by 
driving a dog over, and they fay this was all 
the wages he had for his ingenuity. This 
\& the ftory they give of the bridge, which 
they implicitly believe to be true. The 
bridge confifts of a fingle arch of no very 
great magnitude and nothing equal to the 
Pont-y-pridd in its conftruftion. Contigu- 
ous to it is a falmon-leap made by a fall of 
water. Here the fifh make continually ef- 
forts to leap above the fall, and nets being 
placed,^ they are caught in the attempt. 



The 



* A^de the plate innexed. 
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The fcenery about this fpot is beyood' 
defcription magnificent. The river comes 
dafhing over huge rocks to the waterfall^ 
where it foams down, and rufhes impetu- 
oufly under the bridge. It flows between 
two immenfe mountains of folid rock» whoic 
rugged bofoms are thinly mantled with a 
fcanty covering of promifcuous verdure. 
They rife on each fide to the height of four 
liundred feet and the Hieep are feen indif- 
tinftly feeding upon the projcding mafles 
of flone, as if they had been placed there by 
a whirlwind. I could form no idea of any 
poflible method by which they could afcend 
the fides of thefe prodigious precipices. 
One in particular I obferved with aftonifh* 
ment feeding in an atmofphere fo perfeiftly 
removed from the vulgar walks of mortality, 
that I fuppofe the fame fpot will witnefs its 
birth and exit. It reminded me of the 
goat, mentioned by Gray, which, he lays, 
danced and fcratched an ear with its hind 
foot, in a place where he would not have 
Hood ftock-ftill 



For all beneath the moon. 

From 
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From the devil's bridge we proceeded 
through 

BETHGELET, 
to the foot of SNOWDGN. 

Its venerable fummit was hid in the 
clouds» or, as the common people there 
^y, its fught^cap was on. We were greatly 
in hopes it would unveil its majefUc top 
during the time we ftaid here, but all our 
wifhes were fruflrated^ and like many 
others, we were forced to behold him in 
his night^cap. As we approached this 
mountain, the light of it had not the cffcO: 
we expected. For my part, of feveral 
neighbouring mountains, I fhould have 
feledted many before this, if I had been 
left to gucfs which was Snowdon, The 
truth is, there are particular points of view 
from which Snowdon appears to great 
advantage ; but if you are very near him, 
or in a difadvantageous fituation for view- 
ing him, he by no means wears the ma- 

jeftic 
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jeftic deportment of the king of moun- 
tains. > 

As I had not the good fortune to enjoy 
the profpedt from his funmiit, I fliall copy 
the defcription of it from an author,* per- 
fedly unknown to me, but one that I be- 
lieve to be a £iithful and judicious writer, 
fince he is the fame that I find quoted by the 
authors of the old tour through Great 
Britain, who were, when they viiited Snow- 
don, in the famd predicament with myfelf. 

** I pafled my evening,'* (fays my au- 
thor) ** at a very good inn at Carnarvon ; 
and having procured an intelligent guide, 
returned early the next morning, through 
Bettus, to the foot of Snowdon. Having 
lefr my horfes at a fmall hutj, and hired a 
mountaineer to carry fome cordials and 
provifions, with a fpiked flick, but impru- 
dently^ without nails in my fhocs, about 
ten o'clock I began to afcend the moun- 
tain. The two firfl miles were rather 

boggy 

* Cradock*s account of fome of the moft romaotic parts 
of Nor A Walesi publifhed in 1777. 
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boggy and difagreeable j but when the 
profpeft opened, I foon forgot all difficul- 
ties. In the courfe of the two laft, I pafled 
by fix precipices, which I believe were 
very formidable; but as I was near the 
brink, and the wind very high, I did not 
venture to examine them too narrowly. 
On the fummit, which is a plain about 
fix yards in circumference, the air was 
pcrfedtly mild and ferene, and I could with 
pleafure contemplate the amazing map 
that was unfolded to my view. From 
hence may be diftinftly feen Wickhw hills 
in Ireland J the IJle of Man ^ Cumberlandf 
Lancajhire^ Sbropjhire^ and part of Scotland ; 
all the counties of North Wales ^ the IJle of 
Anglefea ; rivers, plains, woods, rocks and 
mountains, fix and twenty lakes, and two 
feas." 

" It is doubted whether there is ano- 
ther circular profpeft fo extenfive in any 
part of the terraqueous globe. Who could 
take fuch a furvey, without perceiving his 
fpirits elevated in fome proportion to the 
height ? Who could behold fo beautiful a 

3 difplay 
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difplay of nature, without wonder and 
ccftacy ? Who but muA feel, even a degree 
of pride, at having gained an eminence, 
from which he could with eafe overlook 
the neji of the eagle, and the nefi of the 
lawi r ♦ 

'' But as the level walks of life arc 
bed fuited to the generality of mankind, it 
became neceiTary to confider, that this was 
no ipot, where I could probably make any 
lafHng abode, and that the return would be 
attended with at leaft as much difficulty 
as the afcent. Having defcended a mile 
or two, I did not think it amifs to enquire 
about an exhaufted mine that I {kw at a 
diftance ; and I could make this enquiry with 
the better grace, as the guides had hither- 
to wondered at my prowefs. The mine, I 
was informed, was only copper, and happy 
was it for the fTel/h, that their mines did 
not confifl of choicer metals. Had they 
been curfed with either gold or filver, 
foreign nations, long fince, in the name of 

the 

* Matl Gmionf and Mael Happcckf two mountaiDS zi^r 
Smmim^ mcDtiosed by Lord LyttUiotu 
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Sod <^ peace, and, under pretence of 
Jig them an immaculate religion** 
|[ laid wiAc their country and murdered 
labitants." 

he reA of our joum^ to 

CARNARVON 



"ded nothing remarkable. The moun- 
^ fcene began fenfibly to diminifh, and 
l&atures of nature to alTume their more 
ftomed lineage. It was dark before 
ached the town, which deprived us of 
repportunity of beholding the approach 
When we arrived at the Boot Inn, 
% had the comfortable aifurance, that the 
uie was full, and that there was not 
I for us at any inn In the town. I 
P p enquired 

* The Spamards made ibe |ofpel an excufe for all the 
bnlnritieg which they committed in the conquell of Ptn ; 
and when they plundered the rich mines of Potofi, they f re- 
qocntly (fayt Las Cafas) ercAed gibbets all over the 
country, and hung up twelve poor wretches at x time, in 
bonour of the twelve apoftles. 
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enquired the caufe of all this 
and afkcd if Carnarvon was in genej 
filled with ftrangers. The gcxxl won: 
the houfe waddled to the fide of the c 
and told us, that for twelve months 'H 
not had a bed empty. This we finind, 
enquiry, to be no fubjeft of wonder, 
we had happened to have been the fiiA jj 
application, the next that came would 1 
found the houfe full. With fome difficl 
ty we procured beds at a very clean i 
in the town, and paid moft < 
fer them. 

In the morning we viiited the caftle flC' 
Carnarvon, which, for elegance of AruAio^ 
convenience in its mode of archite£tunv 
and for the degree of perfedion in whidi 
it itill remains, exceeds any thing of die 
kind in England or Wales. It was her* ' 
that Edward the Firft fent his queen to be^ 
delivered, when the Welfli requefted d 
him that a Prince of Wales might be bom 
amongft them. The walls of die cham-r ^ 
ber, in which Edward the Second was bony J 
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are flill entire. They are now to be fcca 
in the eagle tower. Even the leaden pipes 

, for ferving water, the ftaircafe, and many 
apartments, are ftill in a flate of preferva- 

" tion. From the top of the eagle tower you 
command a fine profpedt of Carnarvon, 
the Ifle of Anglefea, the Menai, Holyhead, 
&c. &c, . We obferved a curious fpecies 
of copper ore in the court of the caftle. 
It was the property of a private gentle- 
man, and was brought there to be fhipped 
off. It came from the mountains, where 

* it is found in great quantities. I myfelf 
found a large piece of rich ore, lying in the 
road near the Pont-aber-Glafllyii, md look- 
ing around me difcovered the enttance of a 
mine, with all the appearance of copper 
works in the fide of the mountain. 

From Carnarvon we went to 

BANGOR, 

iituated under a hill on the banks of the 
Menai. It is a poor ill looking little 

P 2 place. 
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place^ and is noted only for its antiquity. 
The cathedral church is mean^ old^ and 
defpicable. From hence we went to 

BANGOR. FERRY, 

where there is a remarkably good inn, a 
circumftance of fbme importance to tra- 
vellers, who have been long combating 
with Wehh accommodations. Here wc 
crofled the Menai, and entered the Ifle of 
Anglefea, proceeding that night as far as 

c w I N D u, 

where we flept in great cleanlinefs and 
comfort. The profpefts in the Ifle of 
Anglefea are in general of the barren kind. 
There is a great deal of rich land in the 
ifland; but, thofe who pafs through it, would 
think that the whole country afforded no 
fymptoms of fertility. 

The next morning we vifited the amazing 
copper works in the 

3 PARIS 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN, 

a place thatdefervedly attradls the wonder 
and admiration of every body, and fre- 
quently draws people from London, mere- 
ly to fee thefe works alone. 

It appears like a vaft quarry dug in the 
mountain. It is totally unlike the ufual 
appearance of copper mines, and feems to 
refemble them only in affording ore. In- 
ftead of finding a narrow vein of copper, 
the traveller is here prefented with one 
vaft rock of ore. They feparate it from 
the quarry with gunpowder, a procefs 
attended with fome degree of danger to 
the miners, who frequently receive da- 
mage from the Augments that fly about* 
Whenever they fet fire to their train, they 
ihout to their companions, as a fignal for 
them to keep off. The agent of the works 
placed us in a fituation which he thought 
fecure, but after the explofion a great 
deal of the fhattered fragments came tumb- 
ling 



\ 
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ling about our ears. It is conveyed either 
in carts^ or by buckets^ to the fur&ce^ and 
rifes moft beautifully rich in its appearance ^ 
although^ I believe/ its value is not efti« 
mated by its beauty. After the ore ii 
dug, the firfl procefs here is to calcine it 
in a furnace, by which means the fulphur 
is expelled, and they can afterwards fepa- 
rate the wafte from the pure ore, making 
thiis a great faving in the carriage of it to 
the different fmelting houfes. Nor is this 
the only advantage which they derive fironj 
the calcination of the ore ; when fire is ap« 
plied to it in the furnace, it begins to bum, 
and will continue in that ftate from fix to 
feven, eight, and nine months. During all 
this time, vafl quantities of fulphur exhale 
from the ore. This is conveyed in vapour 
through condud^ors , to a large oblong re- 
ceiver with a concave roof, where, be- 
coming condenfed, it adheres to the fides 
of the receiver, or falls in a fine powder to 
the bottom. This is what the chemiib 
call fublimation^ and that which is obtained 
in this operation from the ore, they call 

flowers 
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flowers of fulphur. It is then melted 
in a large copper, and poured off into 
moulds, when it becomes ftone brimftone# 
Such vaft quantities of fulphur are contain^ 
ed in the ore dug here, that more brimftond 
is made from the works of tHis company, 
than is neceflary for the confumption oi^ 
England. 

Being almofi ftifled with the fulphureous 
air of the Paris Mountain, we were obliged 
to leave it, and brought with us feveral 
Ipecimens of this beautiful copper, which, 
from its colour, is called the peacock ore i 
but there is one circumft^ice I have omit-* 
ted to mention, and which I think the 
greateft curiofity of the Paris Mountain. A 
natural fpring of water flows from the bed 
of ore, fb impregnated with copper, that it 
will difcharge it upon the fmalleft approach 
of iron. It is conveyed from the pumps 
through wooden troughs, and we perceiv- 
ed a thin coat of copper incrufting even 
the heads of the nails that it flowed over. 
There is alfo a large quantity of water 

brought 
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brought from the quarry, which is much 
more ftrongly impregnated with copper, 
and which aiTumes a beautiful green co- 
lour. This they convey with care to feve- 
ral large cifterns, formed for the purpoie^ 
which are firfl filled with plates of caft 
iron^ 

The inftant the iron comes in contad 

with the water, the copper is precipitated. 

For the acid in the water, which before 

diflblved the copper, now preferring the 

iron, difcharges the copper and diflblves 

the iron. Thus the iron takes the place 

of the copper as faft as the former diflblves 

and the latter precipitates. And it is this 

phenomenon which has led many into 

numberlefs errors with regard to the 

tranfmutation of metals. Finding that the 

iron vaniflied and copper appeared, they 

inferred that the iron was changed into 

copper, whereas it is merely a change of 

place, the iron affuming the fituation of 

the copper, and refigning its own to that 

metal« 

Th9 
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The truth of this may cafily be per- 
ceived, by applying the Pruffian alkali to 
the water that has difcharged its copper, 
when a precipitation of iron will inftantly 
take place. 

A great quantity of copper is thus 
gained from the water in the mine, which 
is by much the richeft and moft valuable 
of any they have. 

This amazing refburce for copper was 
difcovered by a poor woman digging peat. 
She found fbmething more than conmion 
in the appearance of the earth, and com- 
municated the intelligence to her hufband. 
The news fbon fpread ; it proved to be an 
almoft inexhauitible bed of ore. We na- 
turally enquired what reward the poor fe- 
mily had, that firft brought fuch a fund of 
riches to the ifland. They all affured us, 
diat no reward was ever given. An En- 
gliihman can hardly credit this, efpecially 
lyhen he Is told, that one noble Earl alone 

Q^q derives 



derives an income of thirty thou^ad pounds 
jeady firom tfadib works* 



Wlien we had fini(hfd our dinner 
Gwindu, and purified ourielves fiooi the 
ftrong effluvia which adhered to all oar 
doaths after our rptum ^xim tbf copper 
worksj we jHoceeded to 

HOLTHEAD^ 

This fdace is fitoated in a pea^i&l^^ at 
die weftem eztreim^ of the ifls^d, agd 
fonfiib of a ^ w finggling |iQqfes« ffiede^ 
fi>r the accQinmodation of p^ricns boqn^ 
to or &om Irekod. The principal i^ 
here i$ very large, and of lale has been 
rendered &mous in providing fBfikiag 
meat for thoie pail^ngers, who do not in- 
ipeA their balket of provifionsi bef<»^ th^ 
go on board. We were of this nuBiber, 
and found ourfelves encumbered with a col-- 
ktion which was haflening full fpeed to 
putrefadion. 



At 



At eleven o'clock in the evening we left 
Holyhead, with a fair wind, in a clean com* 
ibrtable vellel of one hundred tons. Our 
paffengers were few^ and the converlation> 
as lifual, turned upon the horrors of a fea« 
fickhcis. Every one was appreherifive for 
himfelf, and being fold by ihe captain that 
nothing conduced more to the evil we 
dreaded than talking kbout it, we took his 
advice, and went to bedi In about half an 
fcoiir the wliid changed, and blew diredtly 
in ouf feeth. It continued in this quarter 
firitif filh rife, wiieh it t)ecame a dead calm* 
Of ^ the £faLjg;reeable fituations at iba, I 
ttilnk a calih the riioft intolerable. TThere 
is iiich a degree of infipidity in its appear- 
aincfi: the wafer, like one vift mirror, 
fmooth and glafly ; the canvafs all hang« 
ing fupine ; every one fick, impatient, and 
tniferable: the complexion of a ftohn con- 
tains fbme thing awful, grand, and interefting 3 
the attention is awakened, and the mind 
alarmedf : birt in a calm I know no iingle 
feature of beauty ; all is dulnefs and difap- 
pbintment. 
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In the midfl of this dcfponding fitua^ 
tlon, while the heat of the fun drove 
me from the deck, and the fickly rol- 
ling of the ihip from the cabin, an old 
gentleman, one of our companions, addreflcd 
us from the helm, and kindly endeavoured 
to promote a converfetion. His firft topic 
was political ; he confuted the opinions of 
an Irifh paflcnger, refpeiSling the venality of 
our parliamentary reprefentatives. The 
Irifhman abufed both our government and 
laws, our confUtution and privileges, and 
contended againfl the unequal diflributioa 
of property over the whole fece of the earth* 
His venerable antagonift calmly liftened to. 
all his arguments, and with uncommon 
ingenuity pointed out their fallacy : '* The 
degrees of rank, and the fuperiority ariling 
from poffeffion (he faid) were eflcntially 
neceflary to the profperity of a ftate. In* 
dividuals indeed might be fubjeded to in- 
convenience, but private intereft muft al- 
ways give way to the more important con- 
fideration of public good/* In difcufEng 

5 the 
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the advantages that would arife in new mo- 
delling the fyftem of our government, the 
Irifhman had recourfc to the modern yet 
hackneyed inftance of the French Revolu^ 
tion* Here the old gentleman interrupted 
him abruptly ; he had fought under the 
kings of Ejigland, and his eyes gliftened aa 
he delivered an eulogium upon our happy 
conilitution : ** Inafmuch (faid he) as expe- 
rience is preferable to theory, our prefent 
legiflation is fuperior to a new one. For 
upwards of one hundred years the govern- 
ment of Britain has flourifhed, crowned with 
increafe of glory, intereft, and happinefs : 
and when fuccefs continues to attend the 
conflitution of a country, it betrays a great 
degree of temerity to attempt the formation 
of a new one^" Finding that he had worft- 
ed his opponent, our entertaining compa- 
nion changed the fubje£t, and entering into 
a more general converfation, beguiled the 
hours with a profufion of anecdote, wit, 
and humour. He had travelled almoft all 
over the globe ; had vifited all the courts of 

Europe; 
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EuiDpe ', knew every things and eveiy hodj^ 
and like a trae citizen of the world liar- 
l>oured neither national prejudice nor partjf 
opinion; T'roi Tyriujve min ntUh Mfcri^ 
mine babituf was his mbtt(>i and haviiig 
feflgned a lucratiye ilation undej* gQteni-» 
iAeiit o^ three thoufaiid per ami. he r^fireci 
to live independent and at eafe for ^ie re^ 
niainder of his days % like the fortuittfei 
adventurer of Santillane, exalting iii goldeii 
letters over his door the yfSt 2(Ad well* 
kik>wn fentinient : 

Inveni i^ortmn : Speset fortunt, valetet 
Satmehififijs; ludite nunc alioi. 

Towards evening a breeze fpning up ; but 
it fbon diminifhedi and we were s^;ain be^ 
calmed. I then went to bed^ and^ when I 
awoke in the morning, heard the pleafing 
intelligence that we were entering the bay 
of Dublin. Excepting that of Naples, thcr^ 
is not in the world a bay of fo much beauty^ 
All along the fhore« and extending into the 

country, 
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country, gentlemen's feats, villages, gardens, 
&c. &c. form a delightful picfture. As you 
enter the bay, the Hill of Howth, the city 
of Dublin, the town of Black Rock, Clin- 
dorf, and Dunleary, a number of white edi^ 
fices ereded along the fhore and upon the 
moimtains, well cultivated fields, and rifing 
grounds, form one of the moft enchanting 
proipeiSs in Europe, 

The tide would not ferve to convey 
us to Dublin i therefore we were content 
|o tak? a boat^ and land at 

DUNLEARY* 

Here we were inftantly furrounded with 
cuftom-houfe officers, vociferous boatmen, 
poify porters, with a jargon of Welfh, 
Scotch, and Irifh harpies, all fwearing to- 
gether, and flriving who ihould cheat us 
moft. We hurried fi-om them as foon as 
we could, and, mounting one of the Irifli 

cars. 
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cai^ were caDvercdin a iboit time toSheri* 
dans hold, in 



D r B L IK. 



In our u'ay we pzficd duDOg^ tiie town of 

BLACK KOCK, 

a Summer retreat and bathing pbct^ about 
£>iir miles from Dublin. Here we £iw the 
home of the late Duke of Rutland, whom 
the Iriih itiU ipeak cf with adoration. 

The firft thing that ftruck as upon enter* 
ing Dublin, was the fingular appearance of 
the women, who are all without either hat 
or bonnet to their head. Even many of 
genteel appearance parade the ftreets in this 
manner, and it is as remarkable to fee 
a woman in Dublin with a hat on as to 
fee one in London with her head unco- 
vered. 



At 
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At ourhotel we conceived a very defpicablc 
opinion of .Irifh cleanlinefs. Our waiter 
,had got the itch, his deputy was loufy, and 
the rooms were dark and dirty. Upon tltis 
we changed our ftation, and moved to Har- 
ris's hotel, in Cope Street. This is efteem- 
ed the firft lodging houfe in Dublin, and yet 
we had not mended the matter. It was 
only jumping out of the frying pan into the 
fire ; for it is impoffible to do juftice to the 
cxquifite filthinefs of this place. Every 
thing was fine and dirty. Our beds had 
canopies and plumes, with counterpanes and 
jQleets of a moft fable hue. I aiked them 
if they had applied to government ? Thd 
waiters flared : ** Do for God's fake, and 
the love of your country (faid I) get a 
patent for having difcovered how much 
filjh it is pDflible to comprize in a given 
compafs." We foon found that this ap- 
pearance was not confined to hotels alone. 
The taverns were the fame. The flreets 
are filled with wretchedncfs and grandeur, 
idlenefs and extravagance. It is not the 
habit of a few ; it is the charadleriflic of the 

R r nation. 
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nation : A popular concern, to unite at 
once every fpecies of diffipatioij^ filthinefs, 
and extortion. It ft ruck us the more for- 
cibly, as we found all this where we leaft 
cxpefted it ; we came prejudiced in favour 
of the Irifh, longed to be amongft them, 
and had looked forward with regret to that 
period which was deftined for our return. 

At dinner the waiter had cut his thumb, 
and moft profufely embroidered my plate 
with the fanguinary ftream that iffued from 
the wound. I defired him to change 
it ; upon which he pulled out a dirty rag, 
that had once afTumed the appearance of an 
handkerchief, and with a nimble twirl of 
his hand began to wipe away the traces of 
his blood. It would not do — the handker- 
chief made bad worfe ; however he prcfent- 
ed the plate to me again with a profound 
bow, at the fame time muttering an apology. 
This was too much ; I hurried away, fay- 
ing, as I left the door, " They order this 
matter better in London !'* 

The 
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The next day, Sunday, we vifited St. 
Patrick's. This cathedral is of great an- 
tiquity. It was opened and fhewn to us 
by an old fervant of Dean Swift's. The 
name of that great man brought us to fee it, 
and it was no fmall gratification to us to 
meet one that had ferved under him for fome 
years. This man's name was Richard 
Brenan ; he had certificates in his pocket 
book, figned by refpedlable people, to prove 
the validity of his having been the fervant 
of Swift. He told us many anecdotes of 
the Dean that we had never heard before, and 
faid, that till within thefe few years he had 
retained fome of his hair, which he had ta- 
ken from him before his burial, but that 
the application of the curious had fucceeded 
in depriving him of this laft memento of 
his mafter. In the fbuth aifle is the fimple 
monument and buft eredted over him. His 
old fervant pointed to the very fpot where 
he lay. This was fufficiently vifible, for 
after his interment the ftones were laid down 
in a hafly manner without mortar, and re^ 
main fo to this day. Near his grave lye 

Krz, thQ 



/ 
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the remains of Mrs, Johnfon, better known 
to the world by the name of Ste ll a . He 
was buried near her, and his fervant afiured 
us that he was married to her, but that family 
reafons made him always keep it a fecret* 
Excepting the monuments of Dean Swift 
and Stella, there is nothing worth notice in 
St. Patrick's. 

The next day we went in a poft chai/c 
^the 

D A R G L £• 

Thisipot is fituated among the moun- 
tains of Wicklow, about fifteen miles from 
Dublin, and is worth feeing. The fcencry 
confiils of rocks, hanging woods, and a beau« 
tiful river. It is truly a romantic place, 
although not equal to the fcenes of a iimi- 
lar nature in North Wales. They fhewed 
us here the Lover's Leap, an enormous 
rock, which projedls forward on the fide of 
the river in the form of a caftle. It is 
bold, lofty, and terrible, from its great 

height 
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height overhanging the woods and the ri- 
ver. On the oppofite fide you command 
the fiimmit of a mountain, called the fiigar 
loaf, which rifes in a naked point to the 
clouds. The tradition concerning this place 
is of great antiquity. They tell you that a 
young lady, who had been refufed in mar- 
riage, brought the objeft of her love to the 
point of this ftupendous rock, and offered 
him the alternative of marrying her or fee- 
ing her precipitate herfelf to the bottom. 
The gentleman was inflexible to her en- 
treaties, upon which (he gave a fpring, and 
was dafhed to atoms among the rocks be- 
low. From that time it received the ap- 
pellation of the LovER*s Leap. 

From this tragical fpot we proceeded four 
miles farther to Lord Powerfcourt's park, 
to fee the celebrated cafcade. We had 
heard much of this waterfall, and when great 
expectations arc formed, they generally end 
in difappointment. This was the cafe with 
us ; we were unfortunate as to the feafon of 
our vifit. There was very little water 

to 
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to adorn the cafcade, and, as I hinted once 
before, (fince water is a neceffary article in 
the formation of a cafcade) thofe, that de- 
pend in great meafure upon the chance of 
floods, ought not be feen but in rainy wea- 
ther. For my part, I am not very defirous 
of feeing fuch temporary cafcades at all : 
they are rather the offspring of caprice than 
a regular feature in the vifage of nature ; 
it is neccflary to be wet to the fkin in 
order to fee them to perfedion ; and when 
in their higheft ftate of beauty they re- 
femble more a water fpout than the head- 
long torrent of a regular cafcade. One had 
much better vifit the artificial difplay in 
tin-work, which draws fuch an aflcmblagc 
of virtuofos to the gardens of Vauxhall. 

But to give a more particular defcription 
of this cafcade. 

It ifliies from a hole in the top of 
an immenfe rock, and falls from a height 
of near three hundred feet. So vaft a 
defcent, one would fuppofe, might fumiOi 
a fpedlacle unufually fuperb. And yet it 
3 had 
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had an air of infignificance, when compared 
with other fcenes of a fimilar nature. There 
was fomething-of a trickling and dropping, 
more refembling the J&ll of water over tKe 
tiles of a houfe, than the ruihing of ^. 
cataradt. 

I am well aware that I have not done juf- 
tice to this fafhionable refort of the Sunday 
beaus of Dublin. But having feen the vaft 
fall of the MoNACH, in Wales, I could not 
admire a fcehe fb much inferior. There was 
nothing of the 



** Ruin vafi, and dread difmay** 



that 



" Mark the clam'rous catarad*s way." 



We foon left Lord Powerfcourt's park, and 
went to the village of 

L oc K L I N, 

where we paid an extravagant price for a 

dinner 
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dinner that we could not eat, and returned 
weary and difappointed to Dublin* 

'The ftreets and avpnues to this city are 
crowded with the moft miferable obje<fts, 
whofe importunate clamours for charity are 
troublefome in the highefl degree • In the 
environs we faw numbers of dirty wretches, 
whofe fole employment fcemed to confiftin 
divefting each other of filth and vermin. 
If you enter a fruit fhop or tavern, a 
crowd of thofe poor creatures infeft the door, 
through which you muft prefs your way, 
and deem yourfelf fortunate if you efcape 
the detached parties of vermin which, wan- 
dering from the republic of their hair, 
hang upon all parts of their body. 

We next vifited 

TRINITY COLLEGE. 

This is a very fine building ; it has three 
quadrangles, the firft of which is of Port- 
land ftone. The hall is large, and the 

chapel 
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chapel very plain. The library is a fpa- 
cious lofty room, adorned with pillars of 
Irifli oak, and well furnifhed with books. 
But what chiefly attrafts the notice of ftran*- 
gers, is the mufeum and the wax- work at 
the anatomical fchools. The mufeum i^ 
in its infant ftate, and yet appears com*i 
pletely filled with a very valuable cdlec-i 
tion of ancient and modern curiofitics. Of 
the antiquities, the greateft part have been 
dug up or found ip dijSferent parts of Ire- 
land. Here are fome pillars from the 
giants caufeway, and a curious model of 
that wonder of nature, carved in wood. 
Among the petrifactions is one of a talloW 
candle found in a ditch, which, with its 
cotton wick, appears completely changed 
to ftone. Here are alfo a variety of 
Indian curiofities, fpccimens of ore, peb- 
bles, lava, fpar, fhells, and fome beauti- 
ful birds. The wax work is indeed a 
curious fpedlacle. It exhibits, in a manner 
peculiarly ftriking, the figures of females, 
in every ftate of pregnancy. They are 
done upon real fkeletons, and are the la- 

S s hours 
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bours of almoft the whole life of an inge- 
nious French artift, named Denoue. This 
uncommon monument of genius is executed 
in fuch a manner^ as to afford rather a dif- 
guftingy than a pleafing fpe£tacle ; never- 
thelefs» I was examining it with great 
attention, when a buftle at the door inter- 
rupted me i and I obferved the perfon, who 
had the care of the exhibition, leave the 
room and whifper in great hafte to fome, 
people without. Upon his return, I afked 
him what was the matter, ** Oh, nothing 
fir, faid he, but fome ladies who are very 
impatient to get in : the women are al- 
ways longer here than any. body.'* •* Do 
the ladies, faid I, vifit this place ?" ** Every 
day, fir !'* " I am fure then I will not 
prevent them," fo taking my hat, I 
left the room, and found a party waiting 
very impatiently without, among whom 
were fome beautiful women ; who, with the 
greateft compofure, locked themfelves in, 
to enjoy the curious fpeftacle at their lei- 
fure. Near the college are the 

HOUSES 
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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

They exhibit rather a heavy appearance, 
although there is an air of grandeur in the 
architefture. The Houfe of Commons is 
a very neat room, and well adapted for 
Ipeakers. There is a commodious circular 
gallery for fpedtators, far fuperior to our 
Englifh accommodation for the fame pur- 
pofe.* The houfe of Lords is not remark- 
able, either for beauty or elegance. Its 
ible ornaments are old tapeftry and crimfon 
feats. Every thing is here conftrudted for 
the convenience of the members of parlia- 
ment. There are no lefs than eighty-four 
apartments, befides kitchens, larders, cel- 
lers, &c. beneath the fame roof. 

The next public edifice we vifited, was 
the 

BARRACKS. 

This is a noble and ufeful ftrudturc. It 
confifts of one quadrangle and three courts, 

S s 2 having 

* Tills edifice was defiroyed by fire, foon after the aiitlior 
left Ireland. 
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having each three wings, and calculated for 
the accommodation of fix thoufand fbldiers. 
At the time we arrived, a detachment from 
each regiment was drawing up in the grand 
parade, to fire a falute to the Prince of 
Wales. It happened to be the day on 
which his Royal Highnefs entered his 
thirtieth year, a circumftance we were not 
acquainted with before, and a very fortunate 
one for us, as we were witnefs to a very 
pleafing ipedtacle. The ceremony of the 
falute began as follows : the great guns 
were fired firft by the artillery from the 
batteiy in the park. They were anfwered 
by a general difcharge from the barracks. 
This was followed by a roll fi-om the drums, 
and the whole band flruck up with ** God 
fave the King." The artillery fired again ; 
the barracks returned it, and in the inter- 
vals the mufic played as before. The 
eflfeft was beyond every thing pleafing. It 
warmed our hearts, and forced fome drops 
of genuine patriotifm into my eyes. I felt 
as if I had never loved my country with 
more ardent afFedlion. I was among a 

foreiga 
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foreign nation, and I heard the fliouts of my 
countrymen with rapture. When they had 
finished the falute, the conmianding officer 
waved his hat in the air, as a iignal for 
three cheers, calling aloud, ** Huzza ;" 
The foldiers obeyed him to the utmoft 
ftretch of their lungs, and catching the 
univerfal zeal, I threw my hat in the air, 
and bawled as loud as the beft of them. 
The fliouts being ended, at an inftant, as if 
by a fignal, all the bells in Dublin ftruck 
up a peal. The foldiers xlifperfed, and I 
returned home meditating upon the blef- 
fings of old England. 

The glafs manufaftory is carried to great 
perfeftion in EXublin. They vie with Lon- 
don in the beauty of their work, and fell it 
at a much cheaper rate. 

Books alfo are purchafed here at a trifling 
cxpence. They reprint all the London 
publications, reducing them both in fize 
and price. In the evening there are fcve- 
ral au<5ticns open, at one of which I faw 

the 
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the Ez^iiih rrJrfTo of Brnor's tmrcb OA 
fof twany QnSiBnz^ Had tfacr bceniK«tIi 
more dun the value of die p^ncr, I ooqU 
have pofduied diesn aSh. But as dm 
▼olaminous work does not ddcrre die ex- 
pence of binding, I did not chafe to be in- 
cnmbered widi foch a profiiboa of £Jie« 
bood and abfurdity. 

Finding it abiblutely neceflary to change 
our abode CHice more, we left Harris's bok, 
and engaged for a week's k^dging at the 
Munfler in Cope-Street. I could hardly 
believe that our landlord here was an Irifh- 
man^ from the accommodation he gave us. 
We had no longer reaibn to complain of 
our ill fortune ; every thing was as clean 
and as comfortable as the mofl fcrupulous 
nicety could require. Happy in being 
fettled to our fatisfadtion, we were indiffer- 
ent as to the length of time it might take 
us to {ct the refl of Dublin, and were glad 
to find that there was at leafl one houfe of 
decent and refpedtable accommodation in 
the whole city. In our various rambles, 

we 
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we paflcd through Sackville-Street, which 
has not its parallel for beauty in all London. 
It is by far the fineft ftreet I ever faw, of 
great length, exceedingly broad, and hand- 
fomely built. On a Sunday evening here is 
a promenade, and we found it fo crowded, 
that on one fide there was hardly room to 
move. St. Stephen's Green is the chief 
refort for beauty in an evening. This is a 
noble fquare, and much larger than any 
one in London, even that of Lincoln's-Inn. 
The area of it confifts of a great field, 
furrounded on all fides by trees, under which 
there are gravel walks, with feats like thofe 
on the mall in St. James's Park. In the 
center of the fquare is an equeftrian flatue 
of King William, eredled one hundred 
years ago. The other public edifices in 
Dublin are 

THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, 

open to the whole world. Orphans of any 
country, and of every denomination, are ad- 
mitted and . provided for here. They are 

put 
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put out to nurfe till they are four years old, 
and the nuries at this time in the hofpital 
are not lefs than three thoufand : 

THE BLUE COAT SCHOOL, 

an academy for the inftruftioii of citizens 
tons: 

THE HOUSE OF INDUSTRY, 

THE NEW PRISOI^, 

THE ROTUNDA, 

which is annexed to the 

LYING-INN-HOSPITAL. 

This was erefted and endowed af the 
expence of Mr. Mofs, furgeon and man- 
midwife, who began this humane edifice at 
a time when his finances did not exceed 
kven hundred pounds, and perfifted, in 
fpite of poverty itfelf, until he had com- 
3 pleted 
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pleted it. The rotunda was built by the 
fame perfbn ; the profits arifing from 
which are appropriated to the fupport of 
the above-mentioned hofpital. It is upon 
the fame plan as Ranelagh in London^ but is 
merely an epitome of that elegant ftruGure : 

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, 

a munificent eftablifhment for the relief of 
fuperannuated foldiers : 

THE LUNATIC HOSPITAL, 

to the founding of which Dean Swift left 
eleven thoufand pounds : 

THE TEMPLE, 

n noble ftru6hire, defigned for the fame 
purpofe as that in London : 

T t THE 
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THE ASYmM FOR MAGPALENS ; 

nnd lafi, but not l^a^ in the admiiatioii of 
all who vifit* Dublin, 

THE ROYAL EXCHANGE: 

In this magnificent building the four ordcra 
of architecture are difplayed in a very mafl 
terly manner. It was planned by Mr. 
Cooley, an archited:, whoie judicious tafte 
will always be admired while this monu^ 
ment of it exifts. Oppofitc the entrance of 
the north front, on a white marble pcdefhl, 
is a flatue of his prefent Majefly, executed 
by Mr. Van Noft. As we afcend the 
geometrical flaircafe of the Exchange, an 
excellent flatue prefents itfelf to view, of 
the patriotic Dr. Lucas, holding Magna 
Charta in his hand. This edifice coil 
feventy thoufand pounds ; five thoufand of 
which were defrayed by government. 

The 
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The environs of Dublin arc very pleafing. 
Nature has done but little for the country) 
but the repeated efforts of art, in eredling 
beautiful edifices, fertilizing the foil, and 
encouraging the growth of trees, have 
greatly improved it. The outlines of a 
poor negleded country arc often vifible* 
The Irifli are a lazy tribe, and were formerly 
more indolent than they are at prefent. It 
is perhaps owing to this, that the features 
of a barren foil are fo often to be traced* 
This however is very much altered of late 
years. Times begin to alter. The fpirit 
of improvement pervades all conditions of 
men ; and thoie nations, that heretofore were 
ieen buried in barbarifin and favage obfcu- 
rity, now teem with increafe of fcience and 
refinement. Nothing can afford a more 
ftriking inflance of this than the ftate of 
Ireland, although there is flill fuch vail 
room for alteration. 

The number of elegant ftrudures dif- 
perfed in the neighbourhood of Dublin, 
the fummer refort of the Irifli nobility and 

T t 2 gentry, 



gentry, form many delightful fcenes. And 
in juflice to that country I muft confi^fs, 
that the environs of Dublin are hr fiiperior 
to thoie of London in point c^ beauty. 
Each feat has its particular name^ engraved 
either on the fide, or over the gatevT^y of 
the avenue. We iaw ieveral of them, fuch 
as Ch'torgan, PaJermo, Sans Sauci, Sec. &c. 
They are in general furrounded with fine 
trees and beautiful gardens, exhibiting an 
appearance of a truly rural nature, and 
totally unlike the tawdry civic air of 
thofe prim pill-boxes which grace the 
fides of all the turnpike roads in the nei^« 
bourhood of London, and which have more 
the afped of a city renioved into the coun« 
try, than of the retreats of men fatigued 
with the duft and noife of the metropolis. 

In one of my walks about the flreets, I 
met the old veteran, whofe converiation af- 
forded us fomuch amufement when becalm- 
ed at fea : " Well, my good Sir (faid he) 
and how do you like Dublin ?* " In truth, 
Sir, not much ; I am every inch of me an 

Engliihman, 
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Englifliman, and, I fear, behold all countries 
but my own with an eye of prejudice." 
^ Well faid, John Bull ! (exclaimed my 
old friend) but what do you think of Dub* 
Hn in particular? fince you cannot form an 
adequate idea of a whole nation from a fhort 
^ifit to its metropolis." *^ Sir (faid I) 
in vifiting a metropolis I behold the heart 
of a nation ; and, if I difcover what pafles in 
the heart, I can eftimate pretty nearly the 
tenor and difpofition of the whole body. 
But fince I find you are yourfelf an Irifh - 
man, tell me what is your opinion of this 
place, before I venture to deliver my own/' 
*^ That I can well do (faid he) in a few 
words : I have vifited many countries, and 
made many obfervations upon them ; but I 
never was in one that betrayed fuch a mix- 
ture of loufinefs and lazinefs, mifery and 
magnificence/' 

I felt the full force of his obfervatlbn, 
iince, from my own (hort experience among 
the Irifh, I had found it ftri(ftly true. Beg- 
gars and proftitutes fwarm in' every ftreet, 

5 and 
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and fill the air with their importunate ctks* 
Extravagance is the leading trait in their 
character. I frequently faw children with 
broad laced frills to their ihirts, who 
had neither fhoes nor ftockings to their feet. 
An inftance of this may be feen at Drury's 
billiard table every day, where there are two 
markers of this defcription. They will 
pawn their laft rag for the pleafure of 
gaming ; and I myfelf faw a fellow, oppo/ite 
the cuflom-houfe in EfTex-ftreet, who had 
feated I:^mfelf upon the ground and, having 
ventured every penny he had at chuck fer- 
thing, was howling for the lofs of it. They 
are, in general, of a very irritable difpo(ition» 
and will quarrel with each other upon the 
moft trifling occafion. On the night of 
the Prince of Wales's birth-day, I was walk- 
ing in Dame-ftreet, when a fellow genteelly 
drefled met a boy who was running about 
with his companions. Without faying a 
word he raifed a loaded whip, and knocked 
the boy down: a mob gathered: the 
fellow made off, and the poor boy was car* 
ried, with a broken head, to the apothecary's. 

AbQUtt 
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About three o'clock in the afternoon of the 
next day, I faw a vaft crowd gathering, and, 
enquiring the caufe, was told that fome per- 
fon had juft killed a porter, whom they were 
conveying to the difpenfary, and that his 
murderer was to go to Newgate. In the 
evening a boy was flogged, for fome crime or 
other, almofl to death at the cart's tail ; and 
finding that he could not bear all his punifh- 
ment, they removed him to prifon to take 
the refl at another opportunity. Not a 
night pailes without riot, although the po« 
lice fland armed at the comer of every flreet. 
Duels, without end, continually fumifh 
fubjedt for converfation, and not unfrequently 
topics of frefh difpute. Of all the people 
I ever met, whether educated in the army, 
the navy, in the univerfities, or at home, 
the Irifh are the greateft fwearers. Not a 
word pa0es without an oath vociferated 
in the moft vehement manner, and horrid 
imprecations are familiarly delivered upon 
the moft trivial events. 

The ftriking tfaits in national cha- 
raderiilics are thofe which imprefs the ob- 

fcrvation 
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fervation of ftrangers upon their firft tr- 
rival in a country. By time the oiind be* 
comes familiarized to eccentric objeds, 
and thofe things^ which in th^ir firft ap- 
pearance folicit the attention, by degrees 
pafs off unnoticed. It is for this reafim that 
I have been induced to mention leveral 
circumflances as they happened to occur. 
They require no comment. They arc pbdn 
fads and, like the outlines of a piftore, 
fumiih a certain criterion, from which any 
one may decide without being biafled by 
any injudicious ftrokes in the (hading, or 
mifled by falfe reprefentation in the co« 
lours. 

The females of Dublin exhibit a true 
reprefentation of the city itfelf, by uniting 
the extremes of meanncfs and grandeur. 
They frequently appear finely decorated 
about the head, with their feet and legs 
quite bare. Beauty feems to be a fcarce 
commodity among them, which perhaps 
has given fo much encouragement to the 
French mode of painting their faces. They 

paj^ 
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pay a great regard to external finery, and 
often difplay a length of train to their white 
gowns fo completely bedaubed with dirt^ 
that they are beft defcribed by a term much 
in ufe among the ruftic damfels of England^ 
who dillinguifh ladies of this defcription under 
the title of " draggle-tailed sluts." 

This city is upward of three miles 
Jbng, and as many broad, and contains 
about two hundred thoufand inhabitants* 
The river LifFey divides it into two equal 
parts, over which are built five bridges ; of 
thefe Essex and Queen's only are worth 
mentioning. Their manufactories are thofe 
of tabbinets> fluffs, linen, and glafs. The 
WHITE BOYS, who formerly ufcd to ex* 
cite fo much tumult and fpread fuch ter-* 
ror in the country, are now very little heard 
of. This is perhaps owing to the laudable 
exertions of the volunteers, who will in 
time extirpate the very name of them* 

A little publication, which t procure;d 
in Wales, and to which I am indebted for z 
few of thofe obfervations that I h»ve made 

U u upon 
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upon the public edifices here, fays, ** from 
a£tual obfervation it has been proved, that 
it rains, more or lefs, five days in the week 
in Dublin/* We were fortunate in having 
fine weather during the time we ftaid in 
Ireland ; neverthelefs, I believe the climate 
to be a very damp one, although conducive 
to health, from the great quantity of lakes, 
rivers, canals, &c, with which this country 
abounds. I could not help admiring the 
great beauty of the Irifli horfes. Their 
fize and form is truly noble, and yet they 
fell in general at a low price. 

Among the variety of commodities 
which a fbanger meets with in Dub- 
lin, there are at leaft two, fuperior to 
any of the kind in other countries. Thelc 
are potatoes and butter. They have 
a method of dreffing potatoes which 
renders that vegetable far more pa- 
latable than It is found to be in England ; 
and their butter is uncommonly fine. The 
meanefl cabins feem to vie in this refpeft 
with the greateft taverns ; and indeed the 

^ meaner 
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meaner the habitation, the finer that article 
iscommonlyfound. Whifky is the principal 
beverage among the lower fort of Hiber- 
nians. This liquor is a fpecies of gin, of 
a very infatuating nature, excejRively fiery 
and intoxicating, yet confidered by the ge- 
nerality of Irifhmen as a wholefbme 
potation. 

Being perfectly fatisfied with Dublin 
and its wonders, we made preparation for 
our departure. We left the harbour, with 
a fiur wind, at two o'clock in the morning 
of the eighteenth of Auguft. Unfortunate 
as ufual in our marine excurfions, we foon 
found ourfelves, with thirty-fix other paf- 
fcngers, rolling amidft all the ficknefs and 
infipidity of a calm. We did not reach 
Holy-head until midnight, but found the 
comfort, even in this fliort diftance from 
Dublin, of exchanging Irifli accom- 
modations for thofe of our own country. 
We flept at Smith's hotel, and proceeded 
in his coach and four the next morning as 
fer as Conway, or Abcr Conway. 

U u 2 A mif- 
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A iniAake of mine occafioned fome de*^ 
gree of mirth among us, and, nugatory as 
the relation of it will appear to the reader, 
I have obtruded it upon his attention, mere- 
ly becaufe it will afford an inflance of ab* 
fence hardly to be believed. I had walked 
on a mile or two before the coach fet out, 
in hopes of difperfing a painful giddinefs 
which the motion of the fhip had left in 
tnj head. After waiting fome time on the 
road and wondering why the coach was lo long 
in coming,! heard, as I thought, the rattling 
of the wheels at a diftance : Concealing 
myfelf in a little hollow among fome fhcep, 
J laid until the carriage pailed, and then, 
nmning after it, I jumped up behind 
and mounted the roof. All this was done 
in a frolic, that my companions might fup- 
pofe I had taken the wrong road. Finding 
it very difficult to maintain my feat, I be- 
gan to look about me, and foun4 myfelf 
elevated upon a hrge imperial that wa? 
faftened to the roof, and thus I had nothing 
to hold by but the ftraps which kept it there. - 
A.11 of ^ fudden the carriage flopped, and, > 

whil^ 
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while I was confidering the eafieft method 
of keeping my feat aloft, fome gentlemen 
from below defired I would defcend, as they 
would be obliged to me not to ride there. 
This foon convinced me of the blunder I 
had made, and, feeling myfelf very ridicu- 
lous in having miftaken a port: chaife and 
pair for a coach and four, I difmountcd 
as fail as I could and walked off. The 
caufe of all this was my eagernefs to 
afcend before my companions (hould dif- 
cover me from behind. I had never ob- 
ferved what fort of a carriage it was, being 
attentive only to the execution of my ab- 
furd frolic. The coach foon came up, and 
my friends found me abufing my own inat- 
tention and folly. 

Tempted by the finenefs of the weather, 
I afcended tlfc roof of our own coach with- 
out any additional blunders, and had a charm- 
ing profpedt of the Ifle of Anglefea with a 
diftant view of the WelOi Mountains. The 
day was uncommonly ferene, even the bar- 
ren country around, us wore a. beautifiil 

appear- 
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appearance; and Snowdon himfelf^ the 
king of mountains, for once condefcended 
to throw off his night-cap, and during our 
i^hole journey through the ifland unveiled 
his awful fummit to our view. At about 
four o'clock we crofled the Menai, and, 
taking our final leave of Mo n a Antiqita, 
landed once more in Wales. As you pafs 
the Ferry, the profpeA on each fide is 
very pleafing. The barren afpcft of Angle- 
fea 'affords^ a ftriking contrail to the 
oppofite fhores, where the lands are cultivated 
to the water's edge, and an elegant inn 
among trees and green fields, with a neat 
garden in front, invites you to experience 
the cleanlinefs and comfort of its accom* 
xnodations« 

After dining here we proceeded on our 
journey : An Irifli officer, who was a fel- 
low fuiFerer with us in the pacquet, and 
who had dined in company with us, invited 
me to partake of his carriage, while his fer- 
vant occupied my place in the coach. I 
found great pleafure in his company, and 

regretted 
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regretted the lofs of it at Conway. He 
was an intelligent fenfible man, who had 
&cn much of the world, and was ftill bent 
upon feeing more ; at the fame time he did 
not pleafe me the lefs in giving the prefe-> 
rence to old England, among all the coun-« 
tries he had feen. We pafled together over 
the flupendous rock of Penmaenmawr. 
A road is cut, with great art and ingenuity, 
along the fide of the mountain. On one 
hand a precipice, that would make the bold* 
eft fhudder, overlooks the fea. On the 
other, fragments of rock, which have fepa- 
rated themielves from the main body, hang 
over the road. Afterfit)ftyweatherthefe im- 
menfe mafTes of ftone often give way with 
the thaw, and come tumbling down. Thofe, 
who are accuftomed to the place, think no- 
thing of the dangers that threaten them 
on all fides. But no ftranger can pafs with- 
out feeling a degree of terror and uneafinefs, 
where inftant death feems to menace him 
tt every ftep. The reft of the road to Con- 
way is highly pifliurefque. Leaving Pen- 
maenmawr, we pafied a narrow defile be- 
tween 



twccxi the moontiias, where the road being 
cut in the fide of one of them winds in a 
rofuntic manner among precipices. The 
^oom of the night was beginning to enve^ 
lop the furrounding objeds. We could 
juft diiccm the wild goats and the fheep, as 
they hung upon the fides of the mouotains^ 
Thele animals feed where no human being 
could find a fix>tftep» and upon precipices 
where the imagination is at a lois to con-* 
ceire by what means they attained them* 
The officer had often vifited this place ; it 
was a fiivourite ijpot of his, and fortunately 
for me, could not be feen to more advantage 
than at the approach of the evening. There 
is a peculiar wildnefs in this mountain 
fcenery which cannot be defcribed— 

** WbcTc, 'mklft the changeful fcenery ever new» 
*' Fancy a thoufand wond*rcus forms defciica 

** More wildly great than pencil ever drew : 

<* Rcxrksy torrents, gulphs, and (hapes of giant fize, 
** And glittering di&ondi^ and fiery ramparts rife. 

When the (hades of the evening begin to 
fall, it becomes inexpreflibly beautiful. The 

views 
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views in North Wales are always fine* ^ 
There is a majefly in the features of 
the country, united with a grandeur and 
boldnefs that cannot be conceived, ** Ther6 
is not (faid the officer, as we alighted to 
walk up a hill) a fpot in the world that 
can juftly be compared with this/' 

« 

North Wales is Angular in every refpeft ; 
and what niakes it more particular, is the 
fudden contraft it offers when you enter in- 
to it from other countries* It does not 
afliime its rugged afpeft by degrees, but all 
dt once prefents its fuperb fcenery to the 
admiring fpedtator* 

Jt was almofl dark when we reached 

CONWAY, 

fb that I caught only a tranfient glance at 
the antique arches of the gateway as we en*^ 
tered. This place is remarkable for its beau- 
tiful caftle, which is fi^tn to the greateft 
advantage from theoppofite fide of the ferry. 

X X We 



We poiled it early the next mDrmng^ aod 
frilited this elegant fbiidure* It was buik 
by Edward the Firil^ and is the admkatiai 
of all that fee it. For fituatioa^ ckcgaiCCp 
firength, and grandeur it is iinri¥allcd. It 
is placed on ahigh rock, above the iea, and 
is moated on the land fide. There are teg 
round towers in the cafUe, and four turrets 
that are confiderably higher than the lowers. 
The walls are battiemented, and are iixxa 
twelve to fifteen feet in breadth. On en« 
tering the caflle, you are flruck with the 
idew of a grand arched hally with hand« 
fbme niched windows. This hall is entire $ 
it is one hundred feet long, thirty high, and 
as many wide, and the roof is fupported by 
nine flone arches. The external part of 
the caftle remains entire, except one tower, 
which has tumbled down, owing to a part 
of the rock giving way. The view of this 
cafUe, from the other fide of the water, is 
beautiful. On one hand you are prefente4 
with the town of Conway, enclofed by a for- 
tified wall ; on the other, a hill rifes from 
the water, entirely covered with a fine cop? 
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pice of wood. Before the invention of* can- 
non it is evident that this place mufl have 
been, impregnable; The caftle of Carnar- 
von is in general thought far fuperior to this: 
In point of fize and convenience it might 
once have been fo, but I think in elegance 
Conway outfhines it greatly. 

The country from Conway to 

S T. A S A P H 

is pleafing but, bordering upon the fea, does 
not difplay that bold fcenery which marks 
the internal parts of North Wales. St; 
Afaph is a mean little place, and has no- 
thing to diftinguifh it from a village but its 
cathedral, which, although a very good one, 
refembles a country church in its external 
appearance. From this place the country 
becomes remarkably rich and bdautifiil. It 
lofes. its rugged features, but amply compen- 
fates for the lofs by a difplay of cultivation 
and fertility, more reicmbling a garden than 
any thing eUc. From the top of a ftcep hill, 

X X 2 which 
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which you afcend gradually, between St. 
Afaph and Holywell you have one of the 
fineft profpedts a rich country can afford. A 
valley of an amazing extent, fmilingw^ith its 
paftures, woods, and harveft, and bounded by 
lofty mountains at a diftance,opens to the view. 
The cathedral of St. Afaph rifes from the 
rich verdure around it, and forms one of the 
principal objedls. The town of D^inbigh 
prefents itfelf on one fide. The fea adds to 
the fcene, an4 almoft every thing appears 
which can render a profpedl delightful. 
Defcendingon the other fide, you feeHoLY-» 
WELL, Flint Castle, and a view of ano-i 
ther country almofl equally pleafing* 

The fituation of 



m t 



POLYWELL 

is healthy and agreeable. On the back of 
it is a lofty hill, extremely produd:ive of lead 
pre. Towards the fea is a pleafing valley, 
bounded by woods, at one end of which 
fifes the venerable abbey. At the foot of thi§ 

town 



town Is that remarkable fpring from which 
it received its name, and which has excited 
fo much curiofity, and ftill continues to at- 
tradl the notice of every body. This is 
called 



ST. WIJ^IFREP'S WELL, 



and is fuppofed by many to have been occa- 
fioned by a miracle performed here. The 
fpring boils with vaft impctuofity out of a 
rock, and is formed into a beautiful polygonal 
well, covered with a rich arch,fupported by 
pillars. The roof is exquifitely carved 
in ftone. Immediately over the fountain is 
the legend of St. Winifred, on a pendant 
proje<5tion, with the arms of England at the 
bottom. A number of fine ribs fecure the 
arch, whofe interfedlions are coupled 
with fculpture. When we arrived here, 
fome poor women furrounded the chaife 
and invited us in, delivering at the fame 
time a paper containing the hiftory, nature, 
and origin of the well. 



It 
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It exhibits a very remarkable fpcdlaclc, 
and, if not miraculous, is at leaft one of 
nature's moft wonderful works. The 
water rifes with fuch force and in fuch vail 
quantities that, although but a mile from 
the fea, it inftantly forms a river and fup- 
ports feveral manufactories but a few yards 
from the place. 

One circiimftance, which they aflert of 
this fpring, feems hardly credible, but they 
will at any time demonftrate the truth of 
it to the curious. By the gauge, the baibn 
and well hold about two hundred and forty 
tons of water, which, when emptied^ arc 
filled again in lefs than two minutes. The 
experiment was tried for a^ wager, on 
Tuefday, the 12th of July, 1731, Mn 
Price, the reftor of Holywell, Dr. Taylor, 
and feveral other gentlemen being prefent. 
To the furprife of the company, the well 
filled in lefs than two minutes; which 
proves that Winifred's fpring raifes more 
than one hundred tons of water every 
minute. The bafon is four feet deep., and 

yet 
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jct the water is fb clear that a pin may be 
{ten at the bottom. Above the fpring and 
around the arches hang the crutches &c. of 
thofe who have been cured here» ^md who 
left them as trophies of the virtues of the 
water. Thofe, who fuppofe this fpring to 
originate from a miiacle, thus deliver their 
ridiculous tale. 

** In the fcventh century lived a virgin of 
the name of Winifred, who made a vow 
of chaftity during life and was put under 
the care of her uncle Bueno, who, having 
eredted a church diere, had aflumed a mo^ 
nailic habit. A neighhoiu-ing prince^ 
named Cradoc, was ftruck with her imcom- 
mon beauty and at all events determined to 
gratify his defires. He made known his 
paflion to the lady, who, afl?ed:ed with hor- 
ror, attempted to efcape. The wretch, 
enraged, at the difappointment, inftantly 
purfued her, drew out his fabre and cut off 
her head. ' Receiving inftantly the reward 
of his crime, he fell down dead, and the earth 
opening fwallowed his impious corpfe.. 

3 '' Th^ 
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** The fevered head took its way down 
the hill, and flopped near the church. The 
valley, which from its uncommon drynefs 
was heretofore called Sycb Nanty now loft 
its name. A fpringof unconmion fize burft 
from the place where the head refted. The 
mofs on its fides difFufed a fiagrant finell ; 
her blood fpotted the ftones, which, like 
the flowers of Adonis, annually commemo- 
rate the fad by aflimiing a colour unknown 
to them before. 

** St. Bueno took up the head, carried it 
to the corpfe, and offering his devotions 
joined it nicely to the body, which inflantly 
united. The place was vifible only by a 
flender white line encircling her neck, in 
memory of a miracle furpafling far that 
worked by St. Dionyfius, who marched in 
triumph after decapitation with his head 
in his hands from Mont Matre to St. 
Dennis's^ or that of St. Adelburtus^ who in 
a fimilar fituation fwam acrofs the Vifiula. 
St. W. furvived her decollation fifteen 
years. 

" She 



•^ She died at Gwytherin in Denbigh-- 
(hire> where her. bones refled till the reiga 
of King Stephen, when, after divine admo«- 
nition>they were furrendercd to the abbey of 
St. Peter and Su Paul at Shrewfbury. The 
memory of the two great events is celebrated, 
that of her decapitation on the 2 2d of 
June, that of her tranflation on the 3d of 
November/' 

•* A bell belonging to the church was 
ftlfo chriftened in honour of her. I cannot 
learn the names of the goffips^ who, as 
llfual, were undoubtedly rich perfons* On 
the ceremony, they all laid hold of theropc» 
beftowed a name on the bell, and the prieft 
fprinkled it with holy water in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and !he Holy Ghoft* 
He then cloathed it with a fine garment ; 
after this the goffips gave a grand feaft and 
made great prefents, which the prieft re« 
ceived in behalf of the belL Thus bleflEed, 
it was endowed with great powers ; allayed, 
on being rung, all florms, diverted the thuB-- 
«der bolt, and drove av^y evil fpirits« 

Y y '' After 
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'* After her death, her fandity (fays her 
hiftorlan) was proved by numberlefs miracles; 
The waters are aknofl as fanative as thoie of 
the Pool of Bethefda. AU infirmities inci- 
dent to the human body met with relief ^ 
the votive crutches, the barrows, and other 
proofs of cures remain to this moment, a^ 
evidences, pendent over the well. The 
faint is equally propitious to proteilants and 
catholics, for among the offerings are to be 
ibund thefe grateful teflimonies from the pa- 
tients of each religion. The waters are in- 
difputably endowed with every good quality 
attendant on cold baths, and multitudes have 
here experienced the good effe<fts that thus 
refult from natural caufes. 

**The refort of pilgrims of late years to theie 
fontanalia has confiderably decreafed. The 
greatefl number are from Lancafliire. In the 
fummer a few are flill to be feen in the 
water, in deep devotion, up to their chins 
for hours, fending up their prayers or per- 
forming a number of evolutions round the 
polygonal well, or threading the arch be- 
tween 



sovth or snoland^ &c, ^^ 

tween the bafon and the well a prefcribed 
number of times. A crowned head, in the 
laft age, dignified the place with a vifit: 
The Prince, who loft three kingdoms for a 
mais, paid his refped:s, on Auguft tlie apth^ 
1686, to our faint, and received, as a re- 
ward, a prefent of the very (hift in which 
his great grandmother, Mary Stuart, loft 
jher head. 

^* The ipring is cert^nly one of tjje fineft 
in thefe kingdoms. It never freezes, and 
fcarcely varies in the quantity of water in 
droughts, or after the greateft rains. After 
a violent fall of rain it becomes difcoloured* 
From its rife it runs with a rapid courfe to 
the fea, which it reaches iri the diftance of a 
mile. The principal works on its banks are 
battering mills for copper, a wind mill, a 
coarfe paper mill, a fnufF mill, a foundery for 
brafs, and an extenfive cotton manu- 
feftory.*" 

y y 2 From 

* For the greateft part of this account of St. Winifred's 
Well I am indebted to a Tour through Great Britain by 
PaxuelOe Foe and Mr. Ricbardfon* 
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From hence we paffcd by 

FLINT CASTLB 

to the river Dee, and crofling over a ferry of 
fcvcn miles were landed at 

PARKGATE, 

in England. Before I take my leave of the 
principality of Wales, I think it incumbent 
upon me to give fome account of the inha- 
bitants, their manners, and difpofition« 
There is a fimplicity in the ftyle of a Welfli-* 
man's converfation which prejudices every 
ftranger in their favour : They are honeft, 
hofpitable, andgood natured ; and, although 
of an irritable difpofition, are not diipofed, 
like the Irifli, to cut one another's throats 
without reafon : They are much given to 
drinking, and in general the lower fort of 
people eftimate a man's merit in proportion 
to the quantity of ale he can imbibe : They 
confider this as the mod wholefome and 
beneficial of all liquors, and prefer it to any 

othpr. 
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ether. I once afkcd an old Welfli harper 
why he was fo fond of ale? " Becaufe 
(fays he) it makes me fat as a pig." There 
was no arguing again ft this, for the old 
minftrel had a moft princely carcafe. 
They are inordinately ignorant, and parti- 
cularly fo with regard to their own coun- 
try : It is almoft impoflible to gain infor- 
mation of a Welfhman, if your enquiries 
extend above five miles from the fpot 
where you find him. The women, as well 
as the men, appear in broad black beaver 
liats, and in the midft of fummcr wear a 
long woollen cloak. Their feet are almoft 
always bare, and they drive the plough^ 
mount the cart horfes, and manage a team 
with full as much facility as the men. 
They carry great weights upon their heads^ 
and balance their milk pails, buckets of 
water, &c. in that manner, without taking 
any hold of them. The harp is their fa- 
vourite inftrument; hardly a family is with- 
out a harper, and at all the inns they ap- 
pear as regularly as the landlady: The 
iame number of old WeUh tunes are re«- 

peated 
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pcatcd every where, which are handecl 
from father to fon, from one generation to 
another. I have fometimes heard the 
Wel(h accufed of want of cleanlinefs, an 
accufation they by no means merit ; on the 
contrary, they are remarkably neat and 
tidy in their houfes, and while I was among 
them, during which time I had an oppor- 
tunity of obferving a great deal of their 
manners and appearance, I found a fufficient 
degree of neatnefs to be admired even in 
the meancft cottages • Indeed if there is a 
part of Wales where this is not the cafe, it is 
in their princip^ towns,where they ape the 
manners of other countries, and attempting 
to be finer than the reft of their people, neg-* 
led^ their native charaderiftic of cleanlinefs 
and decency. To fet a Welfh cottage in an 
advantageous point of view, one has nothing 
to do but to place befide it an Irifh cabin. 
What a contraft ! In one we behold in-» 
duftry and cleanlinefs predominant over po* 
verty ; in the other loufinefs, lazinefs, licen-^ 
tioufnefs, and every fpecies of mifery. The 

Welfh boaft pf their pedigree and the an» 

tiquity 
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tiquity of their origin: Their language re- 
iembles the Greeks and has many words of 
a fimilar found and meaning ; The Wel/h 
• word for the fun is the Greek for fire ; 
Water is called uJlwp only pronounced with 
the afpirate ; om or «^o is frequently ufed, 
as David air Morgan or airo Morgan : But 
they are not contented with deriving a part 
of their language from the Greek, they af- 
fcrt that the ancient Greek is only a cor- 
ruption of their own language, a grofs dia- . 
Icdt of North Welfh : There is no doubt 
but they were the original inhfibitants of 
this ifland, although a great part of the an- 
cient Britons, during the periods of Roman 
and Saxon invafion, migrated to the conti- 
nent. The provifions in Wales are re- 
markably cheap and good, and a man with 
a fmall incomci- might live among them like 
a prince. They have a method uhiverfally 
prevalent among them of faying indeed 
and yes Jure upon every occafion. If you 
afk them a queftion which is altogether 
doubtful, they never return a dubious an- 
iw^r. You never hear a Welfhman fay he 

3 thinks 
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thinks^^ amdJ6 } they are very jfond of iay^ 
ing tfa^ ^V i^^i^v, but in general if tiiey 
make any aniwer at all^ it is a pafitht 
one. Much has been fiid by many# t>f tiieir 
anger and a great deal has been miiri^ife^ 
iented of a good peofde« Theyhsveasam^ 
ber of amiable and refpedaUe qualiticaiare 
eafily provok;^,it is true^ bu^ like the ibd^ 
den fpark from a flint, their fire becomei 
extinguifhed as fpeedily as it kindles. Tfacfe 
is a remarkable fimilarity of feature pseva^ 
lent anxmg both fexes : The women arc in 
general handfome, and poiTefs in a high de- 
gree that requiiite which the French caD 
en bon point. The men are ihort lufty fel-* 
lows, and, as well as die women, have jolly 
round faces expreflive of good nature. Our 
patience had often been put to the proof 
among them, frequently from our want of 
confideration, and fbmetimes from their 
own native ilupidity I nevertheldb Ileftlhem 
with a degree of regret infinitely beyond 
what I experienced on quitting the fbore of 
Ireland : I there found myfelf happy in an 
efcape; herelfeltafeniatioanot.unlikea 
to return. 

Park- 
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Parkgate is a fmall town in Che/hire, on 
the banks of the Dee. It is frequented by 
a few invalids, who rcfort here for bathing i 
but the chief part of its inhabitants are navy 
captains and feamen, who have retired to 
live upon their income. Packets fail hence 
occafionally for Dublin; and» iince the 
Holyhead captains have raifed their Hk^ 
many prefer this pailage, as it is near twice 
the length of the other, and the price is 
the fame. After leaving Parkgate, we 
croffed the Merfey, and arrived at 

LIVERPOOL. 

This is a large, populous, and flourishing 
town. The inns, which are the firft 
things that attradt the notice of a traveller, 
are grand and good. We had however the 
ill fortune to find all the beft fuD, and were 
obliged to put up with the receptacle of all 
the flage coaches and noiiy vehicles that 
refort to the place : even here we Hiould h^vc 
been comfortable enough, had it not been 
for the fwarm of flies which really become 

Z z a nui- 
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a nuifance in many houfte in LiverpooL 
This is owing to the number 6fTtJgai^ 
houfes which abound here; aiid . whidi 
zfSorA them a conftant fupply of food: 
Myriads of thefe infed) fill the bed^ham^ 
bers, and at night prevented our flcepiitg 
by fe.ttling in tribes upon our fiices. Cbm- 
merce of all forts is in a thriving way ^t 
Liverpool ; their chief trade is to Vir- 
ginia for tobacco, but whoever walks the 
quay will find the harbour crowded with 
veflels, of all denominations, from ' every 
quarter of the globe. The number of 
inhabitants is very confiderable^ and is 
more likely at prefcnt to increafe than 
diminifh. Hackney coaches ply in the 
ftreets; the (hops are uncommonly ele- 
gant ; the town is well paved and lighted, 
and, in (hort, offers a pleafing epitome of 
the metropolis. The public buildings are 
grand, that of the exchange is particularly 
fo ; and the churches in general are neat, 
elegant and C9mfortable. The principal 
llreet is very fine;^ and makes an appear- 
ance inferior to feW in London. 
'-' ';' During 
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,' During our ftay here, we went one night 
to the Theatre, invited by an advertifemcnt 
in the play bills of a Angular nature. This 
was no lefs than the charafter of Richard 
the Third to be performed by Mr. Quick, 
of Covent Garden Theatre, for his benefit. 
I found the houfe capacious, and fitted up 
in a ftyle of great neatncfs and fimplicity* 
It was exceflively crowded, and every one 
was impatient for the fignal of dravnng up 
the curtain. I expected to fee the charadter 
of King Richard well burlclqued by fo 
excellent a comedian ; but how can I ex<» 
prefs the aftonLfhment I felt at feeing little 
Ifaac ftrut forthi arrayed in all the terrors 
of Duke Richard's whiikers and armed 
cap^h-^pee with fur cloak and feathers, 
ipluttering forth in a ftyle of majeftic vehe-» 
mence ^ 

How are our brows bound with Ti^loriotit wreitlif ! 

It was fome time before the audieoce could 
fuificiently compofe tbemfelves. to behold 
tjiis Ion Qf mirth withoujt IqucI peals of 

Z 2 2 Jaughten 
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better 
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than any one could have elxpedecij 
the audience could have divefted themieh^k 
of the remembrance of rficfe matdik^ 
talents for comedy, which w^ere centered ii» 
the adtor, he mi§;ht have called for his 
horfe, as many a good tragedian ha3 ddfio 
before him, even till his lungs failed. iBul 
in the midfl of the moft ferious parts, the 
figure, the voice, and the deportment of 
the little votary of Momus would break 
forth in fpite of his bufkin and give Melt 
pomene the lie. This idea grew mbrQ 
and more prevalent through all his e^er- 
tion$, and at the final downfall the hero of 
the houfe of York was attended With louder 
peals of laughter than comedy ever called 
forth in her happiefl movements from ^ 
delighted audience. When the curtain 
fell, the converfation ran upon the event of 
the piece : •* Sir," faid I, addrefling my- 
felf to a gentlqman who feemed quite over^ 
come with laughter^ ^^ What could 'fo 
jniflead this firfl of all comedians lai to 
induce him to put pn the bufkin ?*' •' The 

fame 
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feme (notive, fir, that led Mrs. Abingdon 
upon the ftage in the charafter of Scrub;, 
the hope of a good benefit by a promife 
of novelty to the people — ^and you lee hOw 
wellhe has fucceeded/* 

The next morning I vifited the curious 
ft one quarry without the town, which is 
dug at the expence of the corporation. We 
entered by a fubterraneous paflage neatly 
formed with ftone, which condudted us 
into the quarry. It is well worth fee- 
ing, from the regular manner in which 
the ftonc is cut. On entering it, you 
arc prefented with a view of fome im^^ 
menfe fmooth dabs from which the ftonc 
is feparated with the greateft nicety and 
evennefs, and in a manner totalty different 
from the method generally ufed in quarriea 
far this purpofe. The mouth of the paf- 
fage to it is formed by a large ftone arch, 
on which arc engraved tht arms of the 
corporation. From the top of the quarry 
ypp h?ve a ^n^ view of the town of Liver-v 

pool. 
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pool, and a commanding proipedt of the 
country round it. '^' 

;" t 

Froni Liverpool we came to . 

WARRINGTON, 

£unous for lace, pins, and plate glais ; and 
from thence entering Chefhire^ through a 
delightful country, to 

< 

NORTHWICH, 

This place is remarkable for its fait matnu-^ 
fadory, and has, befides its different mines, 
the largeft fait pans in England. We firft 
vifited the fait mines : the method of 
defcent is by a bucket, through a perpen- 
dicular fhaft^ by which you are conduced 
into the very heart of the mine. Of the 
diifferentfubterraneous abodes I hadviiited,! 
found this by far the moft agreeable that I 
ever faw. Here, without encountering tte 
difficulties r^fulting from broken ladders, 
0ippery precipices, horrid chafms, difm'a^^ 

dungeons^ 
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dungeons, where one half of oiir, bodies 
was foaked in water and the other expofed 
to the fufFocating fumes of fulphur, we 
were introduced to a fpe£tacle at once 
beautiful and furpriiing: Innumerable 
candles difperfed up and down the different 
parts of a vafl glittering cavern, difplayed a 
moil pleafing fcene ; it refembles an iilumi^ 
nated grotto of tranfparcnt rock-work : the 
impreffion which it aflfords at firfl: entering 
it, is not unlike that which a ffaranger feels 
at being admitted to Vauxhall, The fait 
is feparated from the main rock in large 
bodies by gunpowder : this procefs is con^ 
ducted after a fimilar method to that which 
we faw pradlifed in the coal mines. The 
workmen call it making a blaji, and they 
were kind enough to fire one for our amufe-^ 
ment, which feemed to fhake the very 
earth itfelf The roof of thefe imraenle 
coverps is fupported by monflrpus pillars of 
the fait rock, which are left ia the courfe 
of wcorking the mine folely for this pur-, 
pofe. The great cleanlinefs of thefe places^ 
might induce even the mofl timid ' female, 

• 3 ^ 



if ihc has curiofi^ eiiODgli» to defixnd and 
explore tfaefe regknis of wonder. A ladjr 
m^ht iafely venture l^r perfim and ap-* 
parel to the care c£ dieie ftmdjr miners, 
even though bedecked in aU the fplendonr 
of a birth-day fuit. 

Having gratified our curiofity here, we 
next vifited the fait fprings. Theie are 
among the lift of natural wonders, and may 
be fecn here in great perfedion. They rife 

to the furface of the earth, which is not the 

• 

cafe in many parts of England, where they 
are obliged to bore wells to a great depth, 
before they can get at them : the water is 
received in a large bafon, from which it is 
pumped into the fait pans : thefc large 
receptacles of the brine are heated by means 
of furnaces beneath them, and as the 
water evaporates, the fait precipitates in 
a ftate of chryftallization, adhering to tlic 
fides and bottom of the pans. This they 
continually remove by large wooden fkum- 
mers, and convey it into wicker ba(kets of 
a conical form, in which the water that 

comes 



tbmies mixed with the fait drains away^ and 
fcivesit fit fbt ufe. By thisprocefs we 
Tfe^e informed that from one pan feven 
ttmi'bf fait were made in twenty-four hotifs. 
A^ thtfy vary the degrees of heat, the fait 
becomes coarfer or finer, according to the 
different purpofes for which it is afterwards 
required. 



.-..> • • '. 



•*'The method of miking fait from the 
tock that is dug in the mines, is by reducing 
it i/ifea water to a brine, and then boiling 
and puf'fuing nearly a fimilar procefs to 
that ^hich is ufed at the fait fprings. 
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NEWCASTLE UHDEE LINK* 

Here we vifited Mr. Wcdgcwood's curious 

and extensive pottery. I was fearful of 

being denied admittance to the w€»-ksy as I 

know that it is cuftomary in theie places to 

introduce fliangers to what is called the ftorc 

rocxn, and then difmifs them without any 

further trouble. This however was not 

the cafe here. We fent in our names to 

Mr. Wedgewood, at his elegant little man- 

fion which overlooks the Pottery, and 

received full permiilion from him to fee 

the whole of the manu£iftory, except the 

rooms where the black and the new dif- 

covered blue ware is made, and theie they 

never (hew to any one. The procefs is 

fo iimilar to that which I have deicribed at 

Swanfea in South Wales, and the whole 

manuiadory bears fo flrong a refemblance 

to it, that it would be merely a repetition 

to attempt a defcription. The works arc 

condudted rather upon a larger fcale, and a 

flranger will find feme things here which 

I did 
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I did not find in Wales ; but upon the 
whole, I muft confcfs, one is. not more 
worth feeing than the other. 

At Newcaftle that prince of philofophers 
Katterfelto, with his prime minifter, in the 
ufual fhape of a black cat, was exhibiting 
his lift of wonders ! wonders ! and laying 
open occult fciences to a gaping multitude. 

And Katterfelto, with his hair on end. 

At his own wonders, wondering for his bread ! 

c w P I R. 

In the evening we arrived at 

LITCHFIELD. 

The country through Chefhire is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. Indeed there is no 
county in England fo adorned by the rich- 
nefs of its verdure, its cultivation and ferti- 
lity, and at the fame time fo beautified by 
the grand feats of nobility and gentry, as 
Chefhire. 

A a a 2 We 
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We were now in a place that I was parti- 
cularly anxious to fee. If there is a part of 
England peculiarly (acred to literature and 
the mufes^ it is Litchfield. It is the land 
of poetry itfelf, and as long as the names of 
Garrick, of Johnfon, and of Seward fhall 
endure, Litchfield will live renowned. We 
were firft introduced to the Cathedral, an 
edifice of uncommon beauty, and far fur- 
pafling in elegance any thing of the kind 
I ever faw. How long it has been in this 
ftate I will not pretend to (ay, fince I 
believe much of its inward ornament muil 
be attributed to the tafte and ingenuity of 
Wyatt. The infide has been lately repair- 
ed and beautified at a great expence, and 
an altar piece, exhibiting the moft elegant 
fample of the Gothic order, has been dif-r 
covered by removing an irregular patch- 
work, which in a rude and barbarous age 
had been ered:ed, in fomewhat of the 
Grecian ftyle, to conceal the richnefs and 
light airy magnificence of the original 
Gothic. * The outfide of this Cathedral 
deferves as much notice as the elegance 

within. 
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within. It is all Gothic, built in a ftyle 
of great grandeur, and was once uncom- 
monly riqh in imagery, much of which 
now remains, but time and fadlion have 
greatly contributed to deface it. The 
choir demands . particular attention. Its 
highly ornamented fcreen, with a fine 
organ, and pews of unufual elegance, are 
not to be equalled in England, There are 
feveral beautiful monuments; among others, 
one to the memory of Lady Wortley Mon- 
tagu is cxceffively beautiful. The father 
of the immortal Addifon lies buried here,, 
and two monuments are about to be ere£l- 
ed, one to the memory of David Garrick, 
and the other to that of his friend Dr. 
Samuel Johnfon, who were both natives of 
Litchfield- The Perfon, who (hewed the 
Cathedral, was well acquainted with thefe 
great men, and told me a curious jftory of 
a lady, who followed Dr. Johnfon 's father 
to thi^ place, and died here for love of 
him. She was buried in the Cathedral. 
When the Dodtor came laft to Litchfield,' 
be caufed a monument to be erefted over 

her 
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her ivith this lingular in&ription ; 

here lies the body of 

Mrs. Elizabeth Blaney, 

a stranger. 

There is alfo an antique monument of the 
famous Dr. Hackett^ who after the refto- 
ration was made Bifhop of this diocefe, 
for his firm adherence to the liturgy of 
die church of England and the royal 
caufe. He was at the beginning of the 
civil war redlor of St. Andrews, Hoi- 
born, London ; and, when the Parliament 
(as the Commons alone called themselves) 
bad voted down the liturgy, and for- 
bidden the ufe of it under the ievereft 
penalties, the Dodx)r continued to read as 
before the daily fervice. A fcrjeanf and 
a trooper ruflicd into the church, com- 
manding him with threats to defifl: 
With a fteady voice, and intrepid counte- 
nance, the Doctor ftill continued to read on : 
At this the ferjeant thruft a piftol at his 

head. 
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head» menacing him with inflant death. 
The undaunted prieft caknly replied^ 
^^ Soldier^ I am doing my duty ; do you do 
yours !'' and with a voice Aill more exalted 
he continued to go through the fervicc* 
The foldier abaihed left the church. 

The length of the Cathedral fix)m the 
weft to the eaft is four hundred and eleven 
&et. The breadth of the body one hundred 
and fifty-*three feet. The iide aides are 
iixty-fix» the two weft fpires one hundred 
and eighty-eighty and the great fpire five 
hundred and fix feet. 

Walking into the church yard of the 
Cathedral^ I enquired after the £imilies 
of thofe great men whoie names are an 
honour to Litchfield. The brother of Mr. 
Garrick is ftill living and, like that great 
man, remarkable for his fund of humour 
and pleafing converfation. A tree, planted 
by Dr. Johnlpn when he was a boy^ ftands 
at fome diftance from the Cathedral. I wenfe 
to fee it ; it was a weeping willow, of an 

uncommon 
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uncommon &ze, and curious ftom its own 
beauty as well as fcH* having been nurtured 
by fo great a man. Our guide pointed to 
the houfe where the delightful poetefs, 
the fiiend of Andre, now lives* I walked 
by the . houfe twice or three times, and 
could not help wifhing to fleal a fhort 
glance at the genius of Litchfield. The 
guide obferved me ; " Sir," faidhe, •'Mifs 
Seward is gone to Briflol ; if you wifh to 
fee the houfe, I can procure you admit- 
tance from my acquaintance with the ferv- 
ants." This was jufl what I wifhed ; the 
door fbon opened, and in I ran, impa- 
tient to fee where genius and poetry had 
fixed their abode, and happy even in the 
opportunity of treading the fame ground. 
Indeed it would be impofCble for the moil 
rigid floic to enter fuch a fpot without 
emotion. 

When the gallant AndrS plighted his 
warm vows to Honoraj thefe walls were 
facred tp his proteflations ; they witnefTed 
the ardour of his paflion, and echoed to his 

3 loud 



loud forrows, when the rigid interference of 
parental authority fevered the texture which 
they had mutually interwoven. From this 
hallowed fpot originated that beautiful bud 
of Britifh poetry^ which» like the morning 
rofe impearled with the dew of heaven, 
expanded in tears. It was here that the 
diftradted mourner imprecated vengeance 
upon the bafe abettors of an ignominious 
doom 9 that fent the foldier and the lover to 
an early grave* It was here that the genius 
of Britain fung the fall of heroes^ and, 
fcattering her inipired lays^ would 

" Light with veftal fiamc her Andre's hallow*d pyre^ 

or wander 

** With wild| unequal ftepi round Cook^s Moral.** 

A harpfichord flood open in the room, 
and as I touched the keys, which had an- 
fwered to more pleafing vibrations, a por- 
trait of a beautiful female caught my atten- 
tion,— I guefled right— indeed it could 

Bbb be 
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be no other than her's. It fo happens, 
that in reading the produdiions of genius 
one cannot help forming fome idea of the 
features of the author ; at leaft this has 
always been the cafe with mc, and was fo 
in the prefent inflance • I was pleafed to find 
the idea, which I had formed, correfpond 
with the pidlure, and indeed fhould have felt 
very angry with the painter for tracing 
features unjuftly, if it had turned out other- 
wife. But my reader frowns. — This 
Litchfield mufe has led me from the main 
road, and I haften to regain it. 

When the civil war broke out, the no- 
bility and gentry garrifbned the clofe of 
Litchfield Cathedral, and defended it againfl 
the Parliament army under Lord Brook. 
A battery was raifed in Dam-Street, for 
the purpofe of dcmolifliing the Cathedral;, 
early in the fiege, as his Lordftiip was 
(landing under a porch giving directions 
to the bombardeers, he was difcovered 
from the battlements of the lady-chair by 
a deaf and dumb gentleman, named Dyptt, 

whofe 



SOUTH Of 1 » # L A N D| ItC. Ijl 

whofe family is ftill cfteemcd in the ncigh- 
bourhocxJ. This gentleman levelling his 
mufket fired it^ and the ball^ glancing on 
the lintel of the porch, entered his Lord- 
fhip's eye. He died upon the fpot. The 
place where he fell is itiU diftingui(hed in 
Dam-Street by a pavement of white 
pebbles ; and the lintel, through which the 
ball pailed, is flill preferved among the 
curiofities in Mr. Greene's valuable mu* 
feum. 

After leaving Litchfield, we arrived late 
in the evening at 

BIRMINGHAM. 

The inhabitants of this place were juft re- 
covered from the conftemation into which 
they had been thrown by the late riots. The 
veftiges of their dreadful depredations ftill 
remained to fhew what a tumult had been 
excited among them. Not a houfe appear- 
ed without the fentiment of ** Cburcb dnd 
King r traced in large letters on its front. 

B b b 2 Tbefe, 
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Thefc, like the tutelary words, '* No 
popery,*' which were exalted upon every 
4oor^ wall and window fbutter^ during the 
notorious legiilation of a noble madman, 
ferved as a kind of talifman or cabaliftical 
fentence to avert the fury of an infatuated 
multitude. When fuch violent tumult is 
iuddenly excited, and the fiiU torrent of 
indignation poured on a fele^ed few, 
it wears very much the appearance of 
premeditated mifchief, concerted in ie«» 
cret by men of more importance, and 
fviperior in fpeculation to the members 
of a mob, who are generally inclined to 
follow the di(ftates of caprice and the hafly 
impulfe of tjie moment. T|ie method, 
in which the late diflurbances at Binning- 
hs^m were conducted, is an evidence of 
this, and it is greatly to be wifhed that the 
perpetrators of fp much guilt were faiely 
lodged in fome convenient apartment in the 
neighbourhood of Lord George Gordon • 

Birmingham 



I 
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Birmingham is literally a rcpofitory oftrade. 
There is hardly a fingle inhabitant that is 
not engaged in fome lucrative concern. 
Every thing wears the air of induftry and 
commerce.% You may walk the ftreets a 
whole day without finding one idle Ipefta- 
tor ; and indeed the people feem fo entirely 
engrofled by their buiinefs within doors, 
that they care very little what fort of an ap- 
pearance is made without. The ftreets 
are neither paved nor lighted, which, in fo 
confiderable a place as Birmingham, is a 
fpbjedl both of wonder and regret. The 
chief manufadlories here are Mr. Bolton's, 
Mr. Clay's, and that for ftained glafs. Mr. 
Bolton's cannot be called a fingle manufac- 
tory ; it is rather a confblidation of feveral 
branches of commerce. Itis remarkably well 
worth feeing, although a day would hardly be 
fufficient to pay every article a proper degree 
of attention. This gentleman, fo well 
known all over the world for his great im- 
provement in the ufe of fteam engines, may 
juftly be termed the father of commerce. 

The 
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The ciKroaiagexDcnt whichhe gbcs to every 
fpecies of ingcniiitT» and his own 
abilities, entitle him to every 
It is £ud that he ibmetimc ago made a 
propofal to the minifter, to obtain the ma- 
nagement oi the copper coinage of this 
kingdom. His afliirances were, diat he 
would totally defboy all coonterfirit coining; 
firft, by allowing a fufficient quantity of that 
metal, to prevent its being worth any one's 
while to ^bricate falfe coin ; and iecondly, 
by producing a die fb exquiiiltly beautiful 
and circular, that it ihould be out of the 
power of any peribn in the kingdom to imi- 
tate it. He alledged many other reafbns 
to prove the importance of his propofal to 
the nation ; but, from ibme unknown mo- 
tives of policy, the plan is either entirely 
rejeded, or ftill remains to be coniidered in 
Parliament at fbme future period. 

The chief part of Mr. Bolton's inmienfe 
works is employed in the button manu- 
fadtory, a branch of buiinefs that requires a 
great deal of labour and an amazing number 

of 
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of workmen. It is really furprifing to fee 
the number of hands concerned about the 
commoneil buttons, which, after all the 
dilFerent operations, fell fo low as one 
penny per dozen. One would fuppofe it 
worth this fum to carry them backwards 
and forwards, or even to pack them up in 
paper (which alone is a feparate employ- 
ment) and yet we were told that the great- 
eft profit arifes from thofe buttons which 
pafs through the greateft number of hands 
and fell at the loweft rate. 

Befides the button buiinefs, there is the 
manufactory of that beautiful branch of 
workmanfhip, called Or Moulu. This con- 
iifls of plated goods, and fuch an exquifite 
imitation of iilver, in all thofe articles 
where plate is required, that the moft dif- 
cerning eye can fcarccly diftinguifh the dif- 
ference. This alone conftitutes a very ex- 
tenfive branch of bufinefs. There is a 
variety of other manufaftories carried on 
here, which can only be adequately con- 
ceived 



ctiTcd bjT ffaoK WBO are oo die ^kic^ 
and ice tfacm as tliqr are* Among odicrs, 
the £d)ricatiaQof aDiorts of aitkfy ware 
ddenrcs partkohr pbibrTatioii* in wfakh 
iaSSxn are £xii firam fix-pence to ten 
goincasa pair. 



Mr. Clay's manandofy comes next to 
be noticed, which is entirely confined to 
paperwork. This ccMififls in making tables, 
tea boards, trays, &c. &c. which are con- 
flruded in the moft beaudfiil manner. 
No one, who itJt% the different articles in 
their finiihed date, would believe that they 
were compoied of paper. The procefs is 
fimply this — a number of (heets of paper 
are palled together and dried j they arc 
then carried into a room^ refembling a little 
timber-yard, contiguous to which is a large 
workfhop : cabinet-makers form every ar- 
ticle as it is required, fawing it out of paper 
and planing it with the greateft exaftnefs. 
It is then japanned and poliihed, and this is 
always done with the hand, which gives a 
more exquifite luftre to fteel or paper- work, 

3 than 
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than can be communicated by any other 
means k 

ff 

We obferVed two pier tables here for Lord 
Briftol, which were painted after fome de- 
figns brought purpofely from Rome^ They 
were by hr the moft beautiful things of 
the kind I ever faw. An extenfive manu- 
fsiOioty of buttons is alfo carried on from 
the fame compofition^ which are turned^ 
japanned^ and then polifhed after the man->- 
ncr I have mentioned. When I faid that 
this manufad:ory was exclufively appro- 
priated to paper, I fhould have excepted 
the department of making buttons from 
flate. This material is brought here as it 
is dug from the quarries^ and then made into 
buttons by turning. A fample of them 
was prefented to his Majefty, who was 
pleafed to order fome for his own ufe. 
They are uncommonly rich, and refemble 
the fined filk rather than the production of 
a flate quarry. 

C c c The 



The mannfadDry ferftuicd j;^a& is od]^ 
worth feeing to thofc who have never ieen 
any glais of this fcMt. They exhibit fpe- 
cnmens of the work when fioiftifri, hot the 
procefs of cokmring the glais is of courie 
not ihewn. 

The theatre at Binningham is a very 
good one; Suett finom Dmry-Lane was 
diere when we viiited it, and kept the au- 
dience afon ordinaire^ in a continual roar. 

The inhabitants of Birmingham have a 
Vauzhall, which is open twice a week. 
Thefe gardens were at firft the property of a 
private gentleman, but are now public* 
They afibrd a pleafing epitome of thofe 
which bear the fame name near London. 

The inns at Binningham are large and 
dirty. Indeed cleanlinefs is a virtue, which 
jhe peof^ of this place ieem perfedtly un* 
acquainted with. Their idol. Commerce, 
fits enthroned in finoke and from her 
dingy realms ordains that dufl and nolle 

ihaJl 



ihall dignify her votaries. Every tongue 
cries tBri/t / and crufty knaves, that fcud 
the ftreets in aprons, feem ever ready to 
exclaim, ** Be bufy and grow rich /" 

From this grand mart of induflry we 
proceeded to a place of lefs commercial im- 
portance, although infinitely more renown* 
ed in other annals ; 

-STRATFORD UPON AVON, 

celebrated for the birth of the greateft poet 
the world ever knew, lies remote from the 
fmoke and the tumult of manufadtures, 
in a peaceful valley upon the banks of the 
Avon. If ever we are permitted to vene- 
rate the refidence of genius; if ever we 
may be allowed to honour the ground 
that has been facred to immortal poets; 
Stratford! all hail to thee! When I 
tread thy hallowed walks ; when I paft 
over the fame mould that has been prefled 
by the feet of shakespeare, I feel in- 
clined to kifs the earth itfelf. I confider 

C c c 2 him 



him as the brightcft {Janet that ever ilia- 
mined the horizon of genios. Immortal 
bard ! may thy name and thy works Uve 
for ever ! may the confpicuoas tablet of 
thy imagination be fufpended among the 
higheil records of future ages i andt 

^While yet a fpot remaiiis 



Where Englifh minds and maBncrs may be fbasdy 

may pofterity behold with rapture the pro- 
dudions of our countryman, our own poet, 

OUR DARLING SHAKESPEARE ! At a 

time, when the poifba of exotic weeds ha^ 
pervaded the whole fyilem of Englifh lite* 
rature, let us blefs the propitious ftars that 
prefided when nature ordained one luminary 
to fhine forth, without refledling a borrowe4 
light, in its own peculiar luftre. 

Among the number of curiqfitics, which 
they fhew you at Stratford, muft be rec- 
koned the houfe in which Shakefpeare was 
born, and the remains of a mulberry-tree 
which he planted. The prefent pofTeflbr 
of the hpufe is a defcendant of Shake-r 
ipeare's— a poor, illiterate peafant* He 

fhews 
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fliews you a chair which formerly be- 
longed to his great anceftor, but which has 
been fo hacked and mangled by the knives 
of virtuofos that little of its original form 
remains. A foreign princefs fome time 
ago had an inclination for the feat of it, and 
difpatched a courier with twenty guineas 
for the purchafe. The poor pofTeflbrs of 
the chair gladly parted with its wooden 
bottom for a more valuable fubftitute, and 
it was carried away; another perfbn has 
taken a fancy to one of the legs ; and fome- 
body elfe has made deep incifions in the 
back of it, fo that I fear this precious relic 
will foon be reduced to the flate of the 
Irifhman's knife, which had been fifty 
years in his family, only now and then a new 
blade ^ and now and then a new handle ! 

The mulberry-tree is the property of a 
carpenter, who forms it into a number of 
little articles, fuch as tooth-pick cafes, gob- 
lets, fnuif-boxes, &c. If we may judge by 
the fale of thefe things, a foreft of mul- 
berry-trees would hardly fupply the wood 

that 
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that has been already £>]d. However I 
believe that a block, which this man has 
by him, is genuine, as it is the iame that 
was (ufpended during the jubilee. Mr. 
Garrick had a chair made of this wood. 

The downfall of the mulberry-tree gave 
rife to a ceremony which drew people from 
all parts of the kingdom to Stratford. As 
the circum (lances attending this extraordi- 
nary fete may not be unentertaining to my 
readers, I (hall prefent them with an ac- 
count of it from a perfon who was an 
eye witnefs to the celebration of the 
Jubilee. 

A wealthy clergyman purchafed the 
houfe and gardens of Shakeipeare at Strat- 
ford upon Avon. A man of tafte in fuch a 
fituation, and mafler of fo enchanting a 
fpot, would have congratulated himfelf on 
his good fortune and deemed himfelf the 
happiefl of mortals ; but the lucklefs and 
ignorant owner trod the ground, which 
had been cultivated by the firft genius of 

the 
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the world, without feding thofe emotions 
that arife in the bread of the generous 
enthuiiaft. 

The mulberry- tree, planted by the poet's 
own hand, became an objedt of diflike to 
its tafleleis owner, becaufe it over- (haded 
his window and rendered his houie, as he 
thought, fubjeift to damps and moifhire. 
In an evil hour the unhappy prieft order- 
ed it to be cut down. 

The people of Stratford, who had been 
taught to venerate every thing which relat* 
cd to the immortal Shakefpeare, were feiz- 
ed with grief and aflonifhment when they 
were informed of the facrilegious deed; 
and nothing lefs than the deilrudion of the 
offender, in the firft tranfports of their 
rage, would fatisfy them. The miferabk 
culprit was forced to fculk up and down to 
fave himfelf from the rage of the Strat- 
ford ians : he was obliged at laft to leave the 
town amidft the qurfes of the populace, 
who vowed folemnly never to let one of 

3 ^c 
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the fame name refide anumgft them in 

future. 

The mulbeny-tree thus cut down was 
purchafed by a carpenter, who, knowing 
the value which all the world profeiled for 
any thing that belonged to Shakeipeare, 
very ingenioufly cut it into various fhapes 
of finall trunks, fnuff-boxes, tea-chefls, 
ftandiihes, tobacco-ftoppers, &c. The 
corporation of Stratford bought feveral of 
the man's curious manu£i<ftures and, in- 
fluenced by good fenfe and fuperior tafte, 
prefented the freedom of Stratford, in a box 
made of this facred wood, to Mr. Garrick ; 
at the fame time rcquefting of him, in very 
polite terms, a buft, ftatue, or pidhire of 
his admired Shakefpeare, which they in- 
formed him they intended to place in their 
town-hall • In the fame letter, with equal 
politenefs, they aflured him that they fhould 
be no lefs pleafed if he would oblige them 
with his own piifture, to be placed near his 
favourite author in perpetual remembrance 
of both • 

This 
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This judicious and well-timed compli- 
ment gave rife to the jubilee of Shakefpeare: 
In September, 1769, an amphitheatre was 
erected at Stratford, upon the plan of Rane- 
lagh, decorated with vaHous devices. 
Tranfparencies were eredted in the town* 
houie, in which the mold ftriking charafters 
of the poet were feen. A imall old houfe, 
where Shakefpeare was born, was covered 
over with a curious emblematical tranfpa- 
rency : the fubjedl was the fun ftruggling 
through clouds to enlighten the world ; a 
figurative reprefentation of the fate and 
fortunes of the much-beloved bard. 

The jubilee laftcd three days; during 
which time entertainments of oratorios, 
concerts, pageants, fire-works, &c. were 
prefented to a very brilliant and numerous 
company affembled from all parts of the 
ifland. Many perfons of the higheft qua- 
lity and rank of both fexes, fome of the 
moft celebrated beauties of the age, and 
men diftinguiflied for their genius and love 
of the elegant arts thought themfelves 

D d d happy 
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happy to fill the grand chorus of this high 
feilival. 

Mr. Footc indulged in the fallies of that 
wit which feemcd to pleafe aU by fparing 
none: Mr. Colman, by a cheerfiil viva- 
city and ready urbanity, engaged the atten- 
tion of all about him. The hiftorian of 
Coriica and the biographer of Dr. John- 
ion, Mr. Bofwell, diftinguifhed himfelf by 
the name of Coriica Bofwell, which words 
were infcribed on the outiide of his hat in 
large letters. 

No company, fo various in charadler, 
temper and condition, ever formed, at leaft 
in appearance, fuch an agreeable groupe of 
happy and congenial fouls. 

Mr. Garrick's 'Ode on Shakefpeare was 
that part of the general exhibition which 
moft excited the regard, and gained the 
applaufe, of the candid and judicious part 
of the company. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Garrick, who always united the 
ftridteft economy with the moft liberal ex- 
penditure, brought Shakefpeare's jubilee 
from Stratford to Drury-Lane. The pub- 
lic were fo charmed with this uncommon 
pageant, which was ingenioufly contrived 
and judicioully managed, that the reprefen- 
tation of it was repeated near one hundred 
times. 

From Stratford we pafled on to 

JSHIPSTON, CHAPEL-HOUSE, and 
WOOJDSTOCK, 

famous for the manufadtory of gloves and 
poliflied fteel. Here we faw 

BLENHEIM, 

the moft magnificent pile of architedture in 
this kingdom. It was built at the public 
expence in the reign of Queen Anne, and 
conferred with the annexed demefnes on 
the moft illuftrious John Duke of Marl- 

D d d 2 borough. 
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borough, and his heirs for ever, as a tcfti-* 
mony of royal i&vour and national gratitude 
for his tranfcendent fervices and victories 
over the French and Bavarians; particu- 
larly that gained Auguft 2, 1704, near the 
village of Blenheim, on the banks of the 
Danube, from which this palace receives 
Its name. 

On the anniverfary of this victory, the 
inheritors of his Grace's honours and titles, 
for ever, are to render to the fovereign 
one ftandard or pair of colours, with three 
fleur-de-lis painted thereon, as an acquit-* 
tance for all manner of rents, fuits, and 
fervices due to the crown. 

Sir John Vanbrugh was the architedl of 
Blenheim: he has been indifcriminately 
cenfured for a heavinefs in his defigns, but 
in this inftance he mull at leaft ftand 
acquitted, when it is confidered that ftrength 
and durability were objedts to be primarily 
regarded in a pile intended to remain a 

lading 



SOOTH or B110LAKD9 fcct sBf 

lading monument of Britiih valour ^d 
Britiih generofity. 

The park is entered from Woodftock, 
the ufual approach, through a triumphal 
arch or fpacious portal eredted to the 
memory of John Duke of Marlborough 
by his confort Sarah. This leads to the 
caft gate of Blenheim ; from whence pro- 
ceeding to the area through a quadrangle of 
offices, the north front opens to the view. 
This front, which is three hundred and 
forty- eight feet from wing to wing, highly 
ornamented (the roof being concealed by a 
ftone baluftrade and ftatues) forms the grand 
approach ; to which the vifitor is conduc- 
ed acrofs a valley, through which winds 
a beautiful and fpacious canal, over a moft 
magnificent bridge conftrudted in the ftylc 
of the Rial to at Venice. 

Beyond this in a dired line, and on a 
confiderable eminence, ftands a ftately 
column one hundred and thirty feet high ; 
on the top of which is a flatue of the Duke, 

and 
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and on the pedefbd his eminent atchieve^ 
mentSy and the z&s of the Biitifh Parlia* 
ment in his ^vour, are fully infcribed. 

The fouth front of Blenheim, though 
lefs cxtcnfive, is extremely elegant, and 
commands a delightful view of the pica- 
fare grounds and plantations, as weU as of 
the neighbouring village of Bladon and the 
diftant hills: over its entrance, which is 
fupported by Corinthian columns, ftands 
the buft of Louis XIV. of France, adorned 
with military emblems, as taken from the 
gates of Toumay. 

Near the eaftern angle, a moft commo- 
dious and elegant obfervatory has been 
lately erected and . amply fupplied with the 
heft inftruments for agronomical purfuits. 

The apartments of Blenheim are furnifli- 
ed with princely magnificence; and the 
tapeftry, paintings, and ftatues are exqui- 
fitely fine : the tapeftry is itfelf fo de- 
ferving of attention, that it fhould be par- 
ticularly 
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Ocularly noticed : it chiefly reprefents the 
viiftories of the Duke of Marlborough: 
there is one figure, delineated in the tape-, 
ftry of the drawing, that has more expref- 
lion than I ever before faw given to pro- 
ductions of this kind; it reprefents an 
officer in the adt of receiving orders from 
the Duke in the field of battle. 

From a profiifion of fplendid objects, in 
this ftately fuit of rooms, the eye is at once 
charmed and relieved on entering the 
library. 

This noble room is one hundred and 
eighty-three feet long, and thirty-one feet 
nine inches wide ; nor is it poflible to 
conceive any thing more elegantly finiflied 
than the folid columns of marble which 
fupport a rich entablature, the Doric 
pilafters of the fame, the furrounding bafe- 
ments of black marble, and the ftuccoed 
compartments of the lofty vaulted ceiling. 



At 
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At the upper end of the libnuy (lands i 
highly finUhed flatue of Qiieen Anne» in 
her coronation robes, by Ryihrack ; and at 
the lower end is a fine Grecian buft of 
Alexander the Great in good preiervadoo, 
as dug out of the ruins of Herculaneum, 
and fupported by an elegant modem therm. 
On one fide, above the bookcafes, are feve^ 
ral bufts and a number of whole length 
fiunily portraits ; and on the other, large 
bow windows, the frames of which are 
exquifitely finished, fixnn whence there is 
an elyfian profped of the beautifully cover- 
ed defcent to the canal and of the rifing 
groves on the oppofite hill. 

» 

If we may be allowed to hazard an opi-* 
nion on the demerits of Blenheim, it ihould 
be with regard to the general fize of the 
rooms. Whether it be from a negligence 
in the archite<ft,or the height of the cielings, 
I know not, but all of them appear con- 
tracted and fmall, and very ill-fuited to the 
contour of the edifice itfelf. The plan 
ieems to have been erroneous; you are 

3 condu&ed 
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condudled through a fuit of apartmertts, 
that naturally appear infignificanty into 
that fpacious room, the library, which 
forming a ftriking contraft to the others 
makes them appear fmaller than before. 

I think the worft method that can pof* 
fibly be purfued by an archited:, where the 
object is grandeur, is to pinch one room in 
order to enlarge another : the whole fhould 
be uniformly magnificent : I know but o^ 
one edifice in our kingdom that anfwers 
this defcription : it is attinghaM in 
Shropfhire, the feat of Lord Berwick, an 
edifice built by Stuart^ and one of the moft 
complete fpecimens of modern architcdhire 
I ever faw. 

Having thus curforily defcribed fbmc of 
the mofl flriking beauties in this magni- 
ficent palace, it would be unpardonable not 
to mention the gardens and park ; which, 
whether We regard the delightfulnefs of 
fituation or the moft captivatirig charms of 
nature improved by the chafteft defigns of 

E e c art. 
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art, equally de(iian4 pur attention an(| 
warmeft admiration. TJip pleafure grounds 
occupy an extent of confiderably piore than 
two hundred acres, apd afe {aid out with 
aflonifhing tafte, principally under the in- 
ipedtion of the prefent Duke, whofe love 
of the fine arts and of rural and elegant 
fiinplicity is every where confpicuous. 

Thp flower bafket copied from the 
defign of Madame Ponjtpadour, as difplayed 
in the gardens of Verfailles, is one of the 
mpfl enchanting aflemblage of fweets any 
where to be feen ; the interfering walks, 
as well as the teoiples and other artificial 
objects, are at once elegant and neat ^ and 
the whole is prefervcd in a ftate of the 
utmoft perfedtion. 

The pleafure grounds have lately re- 
ceived confiderable improvement and en- 
largement, by throwing a ueat Chinefe 
bridge over the lake near the cafcade, 
^nd enclofing and laying down in the moft 
elegant ftylc a pretty large tradt of the 

oppofitc 
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cppofite Jiili ; iti ' this delightful fpot feve- 
f al grottos ar6 fo naturafiy introduced that 
art fcarcely appears, and a magnificent 
fountain, from fonie long-negledled pieces 
of fculptiird (a preferit to John t>ukt of 
Marlbbrough) has been recently ereaed in 
the Vale near the eaftern limits of the new 
improvements, witti an infcription in the 
Greek, Latin, Italian and Spanifli lan- 
guages. . ^ 

At a fm'all diftance from this noBIe 
piece of fculpture a mineral fpring, com-' 
liionly called Newfound- Well, flows into a 
Beautiful anfique bafoh externally adorn- 
ed with numerous figures in baflb relievo f^ 
and beiiig from tHerice difcharged, hy the 
mouths of two lions hear tlie t6p, it imnie- 
diately difappears and fdon enters the. lalce« 

The canal, wKicK covers the wholif 
extent of a fpacious valley. Bordered By an 
artificial declivity. Being taught to wind 
according to the deffgriis oTtaAe, to fall in 
broken murmurs over the rough cafcade^ 

E e e 3 and 
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and again to fmooth its hoCova and move 
imperceptibly along, is certainly one of the 
fined: pieces of water in this kingdom. 

The park, which under the aufpices of 
the prefcnt Duke has received every pof- 
iible improvement, is one continual ferics 
Qf charming profpefts and agreeably diver- 
fified fcenes. Its utmoft circumference is 
fourteen miles ; round which are the moft 
enchanting rides, fhaded principally with 
cycr-greens ; the roads are laid out to the 
gr<^tefl advantage; and new plantations 
are continually arifing, wherever they can 
Contribute to the richnefs or luxuriance of 
the view ; indeed the effeft of polifhed 
tafle, and the lUblime in defign, are no 
where more perceptible than in the bound - 
Icfs profpefts which perpetually prefent 
themfelves ; the walls of the park being in 
^neral cjuite concealed, and the whole 
furroijnding country variegated with hills 
and vales, ipires, towers and villas, appear- 
ing a$ one wide extended landfcape. 



In 
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In this park flood originally a magnifi- 
cent royal palace, the favourite retreat of 
feveral kings of England at various periods 
till the reign of Charles the Firft, when' 
the fucceeding interval of civil diflenfion 
and anarchy laid it ahnoil wrhoUy in ruins. 
It w^as not however entirely demolifhed 
until after the building of Blenheim, when 
two fycamore trees were planted on its 
fcite. 

The approach to 

OXFORD, 

■ 

from Woodftock, is not markied by any • 
particular beauty. The qountry, bleak, . 
champaign and fiat, confifls of thofe fea- 
tures which melancholize the environs of its 
lifter feminary. It is not in the power of 
nature to afTume a vifage mote deformed 
than fhe wears in the neighbourhood <£- 
Oxford and Cambridge. Not one expref- 
five line, not. one interefling objed, prc-^ 
fcnts itfclf to;tl)5 traveller's eye; and the* 

defponding 
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defpofsding Fre(hman,as he fojourns a-crofs 
the dnsaf exptofe^ feels the fall force of 
Jobnfon'si aHertion, when, fpeaking of 
Seotknd, he fajs ^' that, if the miferable 
afpe(^ df the country (hoald mduce a man 
to hang hiitifelf, he would fcarccly find a 
tree to fwing from f " 

I fliall confine my remarks upon this 
city within a very fmall compafs — it is^ 
foreign to my prefent purpofe to record, in 
pompous detail, its colleges and the hiftory 
of their founders ; few are unacquainted 
with our Univerfi^es : and thofe, who wifh 
to acquire a more accurate knowledge of 
their building^^ and benefaftbrs, will find 
ampler fburces of information in the Oxford 
and Camiru/ge Guides than in any foboured 
efiay of mine. 

In Oxford there itemz^ what may be 
ftyled, a difeafe of buildings. The traveller 
is- prefented' with a profufion of edifices 
jumbled together with 60 greftt difplay 
either of tafte or defign. It is a- kind of 

anarchy 
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anarchy ip ftone and mortar> where every 
thing is confufedj and architedhire^ in a 
high fever, feems to have ftuck one iedifice 
here and another there, varying the non- 
conformity of her work in proportion to her 
delirium. There is a Maufoleum for a 
library^ and a cock-pit for public dif put ants. 
There is a fepukhre of manufcripts^ and a 
long gallery, where heroes with ugly faces, 
and learned graduates in foil bottomed wigs, 
are copioufly difplayed upon canvafs. What 
fhall be faid of christ-church ? where 
neat little peckwater cements the dirty 
puddle and the leaden mercury that dii^ 
graces its neighboury^g quadrangle — and of 
the boafted theatre? with its wrongs 
fide foremoft, that turns its back upon the 
public and hides its 9mt front in a comer — 
and of ST. mary'??. with a low gothic 
fpire, but of fufficient beauty for every 
one to wi(h it taller — and of the 
profpedt from the top of radcliff*s 
empty library? where the view of 
,ALL-souLS alone is a recompenee for the- 
fatigue of afcending. 

After 
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After leaving Oxford, the proiped of the 
Univeriity on the London fide is worth 
paying attention to. The country gradually 
improves towards 

H £ N L Y, 

a neat and comfortable town, pleafantly 
fituated upon the banks of the Thames. 
From the bridge at 

MAIDE N HEAD 

there is a fine profpedt of the Cliefden 
woods: and now having entered the broad 
uninterefling turnpikes leading to the me- 
tropolis, where the glowing features of 
rural landfcape fade away and are no more 
feen, I fhaU refign my pen. 

There may be fbme who deem it negli- 
gent in me to treat with fo much brevity 
this portion of my duty. A few perhaps 
would have been better pleafed if I had 
been more explicit towards my Jinale. 

3 They 
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They will be chagrined at my inadvcr- 
tency in negle<fting the Jbuge tekfcopes at 
SLOUGH, and impute it to a finifler motive 
that I did not infert a defcription of Her- 
schell's battery againfi the moon. Others 
will not eafily pardon my indifference to 
WINDSOR CASTLE; cfpccially if they 
knew that I was a fpedtator on the terrace 
when crowds of rejoicing fubjefe thronged 
to behold their monarch reftored to Jhealth 
and vigour, while the air rung with ac- 
clamations of multitudes who blefled the 
Power that had refcued him from the 
grave. 

But the generality will fiirely acquit me ; 
not becaufe I have been abrupt in my con- 
clufion, but becaufe they will perceive the 
tendency which I have ihev^rn, throughout 
thefe pages, to leave the beaten track — to 
be filent upon threadbare fubjedts, and 
finally to wafle no expedients in attempting 
to clothe with novelty the well-known 
objects on each fide of the high road from 
Oxford to London • 

Fff To 
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To him therefore, who has been indoccd 
fixHn motives of candour or curiofity to 
mark the progrefs and termination of n^ 
rambles, I make my grateful acknowledge- 
ments. Courteous or inqjiisitive 
READER ! if, in the peruial of thefe pages, 
thy brow has been fullied with anger or 
contracted by contempt, let me entreat thee 
to obliterate the remembrance of it ! I have 
endeavoured to pourtray with accuracy 
a variety of fcenes in no imall extent of 
territory; I have pointed out every ob- 
jeS which I deemed worthy of thy 
notice; I have confidered thee as the 
companion of my travels, and have given 
thee the fruits of my labours without the 
fatigue or expence of acquiring them. If, 
in fojourning through dreary and barren 
fcenes, I have occafionally kd tbee aiide to 
fmile at the vagaries of Jeremy or the 
adventiu-es of his Master, pardon the 
author, who finding machinery neceflary in 
the formation of his work, never tranf- 
greffcd the limits of truth to fupply it. 

3 It 
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It would be impertinent to apologize for 
prefent deficiency by a promife of future 
improvement — elfe, haply , when the hand 
of time fhall remove the curtain of pre- 
judice and check the fallies of inexperience, 
I may hope to throw afide my anonymous 
pen and aflume a more refpedtable appear- 
ance. It is with this view I leave my 
prefent work to its fate, and go in fearch of 
materials for a more important fuperftruc- 
ture, I haften among the wider regions of 
continental domain ; to fee peace expel 
difcord, and to witnefs the downfall of 
anarchy : to behold the armies of nations 
combined in reftoring ferenity to a dif- 
trafted people : to behold the melancholy 
condition of a country, where Fadtion, 
drunk with the blood of multitudes, has 
fantafHcally arrayed herfelf in the garb of 
liberty, and like the arrogant bird, who 
envied the meeknefs and beauty of the dove, 
vainly endeavours by afTuming a borrowed 
plumage to hide her native deformity. 

FINIS. 
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